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Chapter I—ARABIA. 





‘To Mr, Jakine 
No. 6. Tel. 


Mr. Jakins 
No. 218 








Jurisdiction of Sharia Court over non-Moslems 

Transtnite Italian note verbole stating that instruc 
tions have been vent to Italian consul wt Jedda that 
native abould represent British agent of the Ttalian 
steamship company before Sharia Court, but drawing 
Attention to desirability of upbolding, principle that 
Sharia Court ‘ie incompeteat to) juropean 
oc-Moslem subjects, and requesting vie is 
Majesty’ Goveenment, Reports remarks of official of 
Itallan Ministry for Foreign Affairs 


Nejdi-Iraqi relations 

Telegram No. 692 from High Commissioner for Iraq 
rwporting bombing of party of raiders within Iraq 
territory 


Nejd-Tranrjordan raida ae 
Teports protest. by Miniter for Forsign Aftuirs 
roguring eight aide 


Nejdi-traqi relations 
Instruct, hm to, inform, Th, Bed of ramgary 
impending Neji rail on Iraq, apd wbat His Majesty's 
Government sfe confident he will take steps to prevent 
{t. also to easure that Hojaat Government understand 
that His Majesty's Government maintain their attitade 
foganiing inelusion of British troope within scope of 

elite O of Bahra Agreetnent 


Nejdi-Iragi relations 
trvcts him to communicate facts 
‘protest and demand pun 
mont of raiders 





Nejdi-kraqi relations 
Telogram No. 11 from High Commissioner for Teaq. 

Reports indications of impending lar sale 

Trg Annies and other Iraqi tribes. Requests that His 

Majeaty"s Government will consider future potiey and 

‘will request Thn Saud to co-operate 


Nojdi-Tmai relations 
urs to Part XXIII, No. 4. Reports communica. 
tion from. Hejai Government drawing attention to 
pomible effects of King Feisal’s visit to frontier and 
Foquouting views of His Majesty's Government 


Iraqi relations 

Refers to No, 5. Instructs him to address to Ton 

Saud and Hlejasi Government commonication in sense 
advocated by Sir HL. Dobbs 


Nejdi-Trnqi relations 
Refers to Part XXIII, No, 48. Reporte events at 
ing of tribes summoned by Tha Saud at Riyadh to 
Consider the Tesults of conversations with Sir G. 
Clayton 


Nejai-traqi relations 

Ter to art XXII No. 47 i 
Tho Saud regarding decision sjesty's Govern- 
ment, requesting ite reconsideration, agreeing to 
‘arbitration, if agreement otberwise impossible, and 
Taying down conditions thereof 





To Mr, 
No. 8 


To Mr. Jakins 
Tel. 


5216 [20485] 


Jan, 9 | Jurisdiction of Sharia Court over noa-Moslems 
Trunstnite No, 1 and requests observations 


vol 14 | Nepdi-teagi relations : 

Refers to Part XXII, No. $4, and to No, 7. 

Instricts bim to inform Hajasi Government that there 

|. in'no jostiiontion for their objection to King Feisa's 
‘ait ot foe their allegations aginst im 


» 15 | Crossing of Nejd frontior by British aircraft 
Meters to Part XXIII, No. £2, Instructs him to 
convey information regarding ineident to Ibn Saud and 

im one 


‘Dec. 22 | Italian relations with Arabian States 
Heports conversation with Italian consul on Italian 
policy towards Yemen, question of Italian recognition 
of Tha Soud, and Capitulations 


= 81'| Nojdi-Tragi relations fe 
| Refers to No. 9. Continues report on meeting of 
tribes at Riyadh and discussion regarding Iraqi, poste 
1929 | 
‘Jan. 24 | Nojdi-Traqi relations 
Refers to. No. 10, Instruct him to impress on 
| Heian “Gorerament nesety for éppointment ot 
noutral arbitrator 


24 | Crossing of Hajae-Nojd frontion by British aircraft 


Tofers to Part XXII, No. 48, . Tnetructs him to 
inform Tho Saud that there is no question at proseat 
of delimiting frontier 





26 | Nojd-Teansjordan raids 


Telors to Part XXIII, No, 82. Instructs him to 
ison To) Sai Ut i fuer neraton, show 
incidents fall within scope of article 6 of Haddn Agroo: 

‘all powsible step will be taken to” pli 
‘ffendern and rostoro Toot 


Situation report 
‘Transmite report for December 1028 


Nojdi-Tragi relations 

Tefors to No, 16, Reporte views of Hejati Minister 
tee Foreiga Atay faganingappotntnent of aiestors 
tnd upgestion for an agreement defining scope and 
conditions of arbitration 


Yemen ‘ 
Roconds oral communication made by Italian Chargé 
4Atfairen suggesting that Hin Majesty's Government 
‘should diminish or cease military pressure on the Imam 


Nojdi-traqi relotions 

Relors to No. 20, receipt of letter from 
Ton Saud regarding appointment of arbitrators aod 
necessity of including article 1 of Ugair Protocel in 
scope of arbitration 


Nejdi-Tragi relations 5 
bales $0 No. 4 view of oting Miniter 
or Foreign Aare ‘inclusion of British fornce 
in Iraq within scope of attcle 6 of Bahra Agreement 
‘and letter from Tho Saud asking that His Majesty's 
Government whould reconsider their attitude 
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Mr, Stoochewer-Bird 
No, #7 





Nejdi-Iraqi relations 
Reports protest of Hejari Government against action 
of Captain Giubb, in threstaning to expel Nejd 
tribesmen from. Trg, as violation of agreement 
regarding free pastursge 
Helations of His Majesty's Government with Tba Sand 
Transmite letter from Toa Saad hinting that His 
Majesty's Government sbould make ome retum to 
hhim for bis resistance to Bolshevik penetration, and 
conversation with Sheikh Hafis Wahba 


Nejdi-Tragi relations 

Telegram from Acting High Commissioner for Iraq. 
Reports indications of impending Nejdi raids on Traq, 
Suggests that Tbn Saud shoald be requested to iasue 
Instructions for concentrations of tribesmnen to disperse 


Iraqi relations 
Tostrocta him to make reprosentations to Hejat 
CGgrernment in tens suggested ta No. 36 
Situation report 
‘Transmit report for January 


Nojd-Trunajordan raids 

Tranamite list of seven raids by Transjordan tribes 
torwarled by Hejasi Government, Latter protest 
steonely 


Nejdi-Iraqhrolations 
“Trananite Jeter from Tho Gand. regarding, recant 
bombing of Neji subjects in Iraq, contesting slew 
tious of Captain Glubb, dasonbing eventa at mesting 
Nejii notable oe Riyadh aod diclalming reapocsbl 


‘ol 
ity 
for rosults of breakdown of negotiations regarding Irv} 
police posts 


Nojdi-Iraql relations 

Rolers to No. 22. ‘Tranamite letter trom Iba Saud 
regzeing sritration of Iraqi pots dipole, and bis 
reply 


Relations of His Majesty's Government with Ibn Saud 
Reports interview with Acting Minister for Foreign 

Affaire regarding Soviet activities in the Hejas; Tho 

Saud's desire to receive some mark of appreciation of 

hie attitude; suggestion that His Majesty's Govern 

ment mighit conlode commercial agreement with 
fojax 


Jurisdiction of Sharia Court over non-Moslems 
Rolers 16 No. 11. Discusses Italian proposal that 
special court sbould be set up. Gives reasons agaiost 
Suggests re-ortablishnment of Mejlis-ut-Tujar might be 
Dbronched with Tha Saud 


Nejdi-Irnqi relations 
Article 6 of Bahra Agreement, 
Ton Saud maint that condition attached to 
inclusion of British troops within scope of article is 
contrary to text. Reports interview with Acting 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs 
Egyptian relations with Yemen 
Reporte intention of King Fusd to send emissary to 
report on conditions in Yemen, and receipt of reqe 
for letter to Governor of Aden. Gives views. Does not 
propose to give letter 





Colonial Ottice Mar. | Nejdi-Tmngi relations 


To Mr. Stoncbower 
Bird 
Nos. Zand 24, Tel. 


‘To Mr. Jakine 
No, 28. Tel, 


Mr, Sakis 
No. 38. Tel. 


Lord Lloyd 
No, 108, Tel. 


Mr. Jakine 
No, 31. Tel. 


Mr, Jokans 
No, 38. Tel. 





Telegram from Bagdad reporting rad. by 
Nejdi tribeernen ou Iraq tribe bear Koweit and pursuit 
tind bounbing of raiery by aeroplanes. Requests strong 
frrotest be made to Tim Saud reganding recent raids 


Nejli-fragi relations 


Refers to Nox. 27 and 38, Instructs him to lodge 
strong. pritest reganting valde 


| Nejah 
Rotors to No. 27, to lodge further 
protest ad demand punishment of guilty and 


Nejdi-Troqt relations 
Reporte receipt of lettor from Thn Saud regarding 
Noll raid, ateelouting it to actions of Captain Glubb 
nd ction of Irn, afd announcing intention to proceed 
personally to investigate and punish guilty, 


Yemen, 
Transits summary of treaty of friendship and 
Tetwees Soviet Government and Tmarn 


Reporte receipt of letter from 
hn Saud regarding arbitration of Traqi poste dispute, 
| proposing to await reply of His Majesty's Government 


Nojdi-trngi relations soya 
No. 41. Minister for Porvign Affaire 
t explain King’s letter. Suggests that King may 

h to receive counter-proposale 


NejiicTragl relations 

Reporte communiqué in “* Umel-Quea'' to effect 
that King ‘proposes review of troops, but war not 
Implied at present 


Hoojori-Egyptian relation 

Tioporte deterioration of relations owing to rnfveal of 
King. Fuad to recognise Tho Saud. Diffultios 
roganting formal recognition of representatiy 
Resptiat conan will be withdrawn 


Hejas—Transjordan relations 
‘hn Saud agrees to general conditions for arbitration 
con past raids, with noe proviso 


| Maja Trandate 

Meports, protest by. Anting Sinan tad Forl 
| Aaguitengnisst penetration ine Hej Neb territory by 
‘high ‘Tra ian officials in motor ears without 
easy 


Situation report 
‘Transits report for February 


Nin 29, 2 and 80. Gives 
inctrictinee regarding repos to variove complaint of 
‘Hejari Government Ps 7 


relations with Hejaz 


ports information of negotiation of commercial 
between Ceemany and the Hejax 
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No, and Name, 


Lord Lloyd 
No. 243, 


Mr. Jakins 
No. 40. Tal. 


Mr, Jaking 
Wo. 40a. Tel. 


To Me. Jakine 
No. 14 


Lord Lloyd 
No, 284. Cont. 


Lord Lloyd 
No. 298. Cont. 


‘To Me. Juki 


Nos, 36 and31, Tel, 


Colonia! Offien 
Confidential. 


To Mr, Jokine 
Mo, 40, Tel. 


Mr. Takin 
No. 18 


Mr, Jaking 


Mr. Jakinw 
No, 60. Tel. 


Sheikh Hati Wabbs has received briel, vague letter 
from Ibn Saud, but explained orally that Ibm Saud 
wanted a subsidy 


10 | Nejd-ttransjordan raids 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has pressed, for 


11| Channel of communications between His Majesty's 
seraunent aod Ibp. Saud 
Traumite memorandum of instructions for. his 
uidnoee 


Rgyptian relations with Yemen 


Reports receipt by King Puad of 
1d despatch of necret reply 


Recast ha eroetie io 


| Proposed Anglo-Hejni commercial treaty 
wre to No, 82. Tostructe hima to inform Acting 
Minister for Foreign ASiars that Hie Majesty's Govern 
tment share view that commercial treaty would be ia 
ite of both countries, nd hope to pub foewant 
ut warms hitn to mtoid encouraging hopes 

easive benebite 


Vist of Mesident at Adeo to Eritres 
‘Tranamita dexpatch from requeta 
appreciation be expressed to Italian Government 


| Hiojan-Transjontan relations 

Talore to No. 45. Instructs him to address com- 
munication to Tha, Saud to effect that hie condition 
‘Would make proposed arbitration impossible, Every 
Mork should be mae to fduce Thm Saud to reeonsider 


Situation report 
‘Tranamite report for March 


Nofdi rebels 


Tafere to No 88. Tranemite official communiqué 
regarding defeat of rebels at Sabla 


Gorman relations with Hejaz 


Tolern to No 40. Ts informed by German Minister 
‘hat treaty of friendship was signed on the 20h Apel 


Neji robe 

Refers to No, $1. Reparts death of Thn Hithlain 
Ton Bujnd is prisoner in Riyadh. Feisaled-Dawish 
‘evaded capture 


Nojli rebels 

Ths Saud anticipates trouble with Ajman, but is 
prevented by transport difficulties and dispersal of 
froope from despatching force to Hea 
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Mr, Jaking 
Nos. 68nd 64. Tel. 


Mr. Toki 
No, 61, Tel. 


Mr. Joking 
No, 62. Tel. 


‘Te Mr, Jaking 
No, 80. Tel 


Mr 


To Mr. Jokine 


May 


Ape 28 


Nopdi rebels 
Relers to No. 64. Ibn Saud requeste His Majesty's 
rminent to put troopship wt his disposal to trans: 
troopa to" Ugair and to supply lles and 
ntmuniton. Barly decision is requested 


Nojdl rebate 
sie from Acting Minister for Fore 
Adiaiy to affect that bands 
iteving towards tray and Kow 
Tesjucste step be taken to 
imply fonseat to croesing of frontier unde 
Hahn Agreement 


Nejdl rebe 


iets that only isolated detachinente of Hoya 
ndigpersed 


Troopship cannot be made aval 

‘hin to mcertain arrangements pro 

oe Vakiny delivery of nme, &e, Would i be 
itu 40 Vand th 


Neji rebels 


Nojdl rebele 
Nelers to No, OR. Minister for Forwign Aft 


Aflhire states that King would 
estions relating to relations i 
laaven for Nejd tn Auigunt 

Nojdi frontier by Brith wirornft 

Teter to No, 12; Thsteuets hitn to inform King of 


inadvertent eroasing hy two alrernft trom ‘Trunsjordan 
and express Teg 


Hie Majenty' 


Authorinas him ta communioate 49 
without instructions, infurrnation 
rorarnentsrayaeding 


Question ix receiving eonsitern 
in momrandurn tram Hoja 
avorment giving pasts foe on. in detail 


Mr. Bond's appointment 


"No tnform Minister for Foreign Affaire 
Mf Mr. Bond ae agent and ane 


Nejdirebele 


Transmite pres extract regarding punitive setion 
0 by Thm Saud agninet Peleal-ed:Davrich upd Ton 
bin-Bujad 


| 4. 99) Neidi rebate 


Sate 
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Sommer, 








Nos. 15 and 76, Tel. 








Situation report 
Transtnite report for April and encloses « Govern- 
ment rexolation on printing and the press 


German relations with Hejax y 

‘Transmits announcement of signing of Geeman- 
Hojaz-Nejd treaty of friendebip. “Gives information of 
ite contents 


Hejer-Transjordan relations 
Has made oral communication to King oa question of 
raids arbitration on lines of No, 88. Ring maintained 
Ww. and said he was prepared to lesve 

vent to His Majesty's Goverament 


HiejaeTransjordan. relations 
Relers to No. 10, Minister for Foreign Affairs stated 
latest” Hritab 


Neji rebels 

Note trun King states punitive action was. taken 
because of rubela” ‘wate against friendly countries. 
Nabele are still receiving sumistance from Koweit. Ho 
‘annot begin further punitive meaaures till (1) His 
Majesty's Government inform him whether Uhey will 
‘expel by force rubeln taking refuge in Traq oe Koweits 
(Gy His, Majesty's Governnoeot waste hi Uhey will 
efleotivaly ie of upplicn to rebole” from. 
Kowelts (8) nty'» Governmont and Sheikh of 
Kewell aye to Tho Sand's forces crowing Koweis 
frontier to putvue and drive out rebels. Requests 
urgent reply 


Noydirobalx 

Reports that, when presenting mote referred 40 in 
No, SL, Acting Minister for Foreign Affaire mentioned 
evidence of Sheikh of Roweit'e complicity i assistance 
to rebele 


Egyptian relations with Yemen 
Has made reprosentations to King 
No. 88. King gave unsntiafuctory explanations, 


NejdTennsjordan rts 
Latter from Minister for Forvign Affairs complains of 
Transjondin raids, states intention to send two punit 
expeditions against raiders and suggests His Majesty's 
Government should allow guilty to be pursued within 
‘Transjordan territory 


Nojdi rebela 
Belers to Now. 81 and 82. Tpateuets him to inform 
King 1 rament are taking steps for 


Neji rebela... 
‘Tranumits letter from Acting Minister foe Fore 
Affairs acknowledging message from High Commis. 
sioner for Iraq, and expressing wish that Traqi Govern. 
‘ment should take measures to prevent entrance of 

‘Nejad refugees into Traq 








Hjazi x 
joining Ajman, and request His Majesty 

to prevent ‘communication of rebels with Iraq and 
Komeit, de. Hejas Government ngree ns exception t0 


|) aircraft’ bombing rebels io 


2 Mates rebela 


Refereto No. 87, Acting Minister tor Foreign Affairs 
explained serious situation and stated King expacially 
‘withed that British aireruft should bornb rebels 


» | Hejaz—Transjordan relations 
Gives extract of note from Hejari Government 
desiring His Majesty's Government themselves to 
‘arbitrate raid claime 


26 | Nejdi rebels 
Reters to Noa, 87 nd 88, Tostruote him 

| King His’ Majesty's Government will " 
co-operating with” Sheikh of Kowelt to. prevent 
Improper use of his territory: authorisation Ine boot 
elven to attack Felaaled-Dawiah if he enters Koweit, 
Dut frontier is only to be croved is hot pursuit: nod 
His Majesty's Government cannot agree ts aeroplanes 
crowing frontier mately to search for rebel oy 
operations is: Nejd 


29 Nejd rebels 


Hoports information regarding rebellion, Ton Saud's 
positlon in Hejar and north is rogarded ws serious 








To His Majesty's) Jan. 17 | Zionist movement 


Representatives 


(Circular) 
Mr, Chiltoa 
(Holy See) 
No. 13, Very Cont. 
To Lord Loyd 
(Caieo) 
No, 161 


To Mr. Chilton 
No, 8 


To Mr. Chilton 
No, 6, Tel. 


[20485] 


Define le to be adopted regarding grant of 
Incilitien (Wo representatives of Zionint Organisation 


Extension of Jurlaiction of Delegate Apostotio in Hype 
‘to Palestine, Tranajordan snd Cyprus 
Indicate reasons wetuatiog Vatican's choice of 
Mgr. Valeri 


Peb.21 | Extension of jurisdiction of Delegate Apostlic ini Egypt 


‘to Palestine, Transjordan and Cyprus 


| Gives reasons for decision nob to press for, appoint- 
‘ment of British subject o¥er eombined jurisdiction 
21 | Extension of jurisdiction of Delegate Apostolic in Kgypt 
to Palestine, Trunajordan and Cyprus 
Conveys instructions to inform —Vatioan 
Majesty's Government see 10 objection to proposed 
|) extension of Mgr. Valeri’s juriadiotion 


Deignte Apostolic 

Reports press rumours that delegate is about to be 

raisel te Auk of Noncia Indjctes inconveniences 

44} Shona ‘lain be made for perpetoaddeaaabip. for 
Papal ropeeentative in Egypt 


5 | Btovation of Delegate Apostolic to Nuncinte 


Refers to No. 06, Requests him to draw attention to 
reports in Egyptian press 
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Sommer. 


1929 
Mar. 7 | Elovation of Delegate Apostolic to Nunciate 

sw teports ation have no intention of sending « 
Nunca to Calm 


jension of jurisdiction of Delegate Apostolic in Egypt 
to Palestine, Teansjordan and Cyprus 
Reports he duly informed Vatican that His Majesty's 
Goverument hal no objection to extension af 
ar. Valedi's jurisdiction 





Chapter IIT —SYRIA. 





1909 

Consul-General Satow | Jan. | Reports return of French High Commissioner to Beirut 
(Beirut) | . 

No.8 | | 


Sie W. Tymall |} Yob 14 | Syrian pulion! situation 
(Paris) Heporte substance of article in the ‘ Tem 
Mo. 262 ronson for decision to muspeod sine die 
Amombly, reason being that Assembly had attempted 
ceed ite constituent powere—right of President to 
panloo, to sign treation and nominate Syrian 
representatives 


Syrian political situation 

Reporte Constituent, Assembly adjourned sine die on 
the Tth February. Indicates stages by which Unie 
Potion wae reached. ‘Transmits copy ‘of Wolo. from 
M. Fonsot to Hashom Bey Atassi giving reasons for 
decision to adjourn Assembly and expresting hope that 
‘negotiations will continue, ‘Traneraite copy of Decree 
No. 4380 of the Sth February, 1080,” aourning 
Asiambly nine die 


Consul-General Satow | Mar.20 | Visit of High Commissioner for Palestine to High 
No. 36 Commissioner toe Syria 
| Tienes main features of vit 





Conml Monck-Mason | Aye. 16 | Syrian political situation 


(Aleppo) | Given information about Armenian 
No. 32 ‘ond diseases Armenian situation 


Colonial Ofee iit of High Commissioner for Palestine to High 
Commissioner for Syria 
‘Traxamite copy of letter from Sir J. Chancellor 
describing "visit and snbjecte  discumed—rabding 
between ‘Syria nd Transjordan; custome agement 
Ietween and_ Palestine: 


16 | Overiand communications between Syria and Traq 
|, Trunsmits copy of confidential despatch of the 
10th April to. High ‘Commissioner for Palestine 
explaining present porition of trans-desert services and 

| disevising Reneral situation 





107 


108 


no 





Chapter IV.—IRAQ. 


To M. de Flourias, om in Tag, r 
Hoplies to No, 85 of 1028, Gives reasons why His 
Majesty's Government oannot intervene with  Lragi 
Government and ‘Turkish Petroleum Company with 
view to eaoeelling draft letter from the company to 
Traqi Government regarding Bagdad-Haifn allway 


Seeretary of State for, Feb, 7 | Politionl curvey of Iraq 
the Colonies (Me 
‘morandum circ: 
lated to Cabinet) 


since 1988, Citoulates 
‘SiH. Dobbs of the ath 
he has followed 


‘To Secretary General,| 
caageaal Ratieoa Tequesta bn to 
‘the 4th March proposal that C 

we In principle aballtion of Anglo-Traqi judiclal 

‘25th March, 1024, and inatitation of 

‘a justice in its place; and should 

uthoriae His Ma} Govern’ to” prepare 

Getailed proposals in collaborntion with Iraqi Govern: 

on to Council, Ruoloiee explanatory 


Consul London ..| star. | Pop 
(Genova) ‘Tennomnite mows 
No, 8. Tel, ing iention of Italian Goverament. to. oppose 
Soproral in principle ‘ol abolition, and expl 

Tomson for thet atitade is bli Jo existence cd 
Sreetant. made between Tis Majesty's Goverame 
find Tallan Guverament by exchange of moter tn 1086, 
Request information 


Consul London Proposed nbolition of AmgloTragi Judicial Agreement, 
Wo, 20, LN, Te. Trowsite roesungo from Mr, Cadogun reporting 
‘strel) ‘Counetl gave qualited approval to propose! 
| 

Of stanton in. ru 
lec» to No. 107. Guiles course of of) nogote: 
\ions from’ Decor 1897, and. gees. toatone why 
French miapicone of Ha’ Majery's Goverament’s 
piley we tnfounded. Tnetraets him to explain. to 
AP eetieionatttode of Hi Majesty's Goveranmoot in 
regard to acherne fr. proponed pipeline ani railway 


Sir G. Clayton to} 
Colonial Office 
(Beoret A) 


Raids in vieloity of Yeaq froatier 
rte on recent raide by Akhwan tribexmen 


Mr Header 

(Paria 

eters to No, 112. Transmite copies of ltter and 

No, 048 memorandum banded to M. Berthelot explaining 

iitode of He Majesty's Government as iostracted i 
No, 768 


Sir W. Tyrrell 01 situntion in Traq a. 
No. 808 ‘Tranemite note from M. Berthelot covering 
ranium explaining positon of ‘Preneh Govertinent ih 
Tegard to propowd pipeline nnd railway from Tray 40 
int 
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‘To Sir G. Clerk 
(Constantinople) 
No, 54 


Sir G. Clerk. 
No. 18 


Sir G. Clerk 
No, 68 


Mr. Edmonds 
(Constantinople) 
No, 182 


Sir 0, Clark 
Wo, 209 


Bir 0. Clerk 
No. 117 


Bir 0. Clecke 
No, 243, Cont. 


Mr. Chilton 
(Holy See) 
Woo 





(Chapter V-—GENERAL. 


1929 
Jan, 3 jyrian frontier i 

Turkiah Ambassador informed that Sir G, Cleck is 

not proceeding to Angora to offer British arbitration, 

tind ‘that Hie Majesty's Goverament would pot inter: 

|. ‘veme unless both parties should seek their good ofBces 


» | Interview with Tewsk Rushdi 
| (1) Afghanistan ; Revolt « rebuff to Turkey 
os interested B 
‘lash between ‘Great Britain and. R 
Aghaolatao. (2) Syria: Turkish and French Govern 
te prepared 10. make modiSestions i. froatic, 
sept in rogard to one amall strip of territory; TewSk 
TWushdi suggested he might aak for good of 
Majesty's Government with France. (5) Turco-Greek 
lithe sons progrensing. (avourably 


-| Fabs 16 | Helations botwoon Turkey and Iraq 


Visit of Sir G, Clayton to Angora 
with Tewflk Rushdi Bay and Temet Pasha 


Mar.21 | Turoo-Syrian frontier 
| Refers to No. 116, Reports conversation between 
French Ambassador and Turkish Minister for Foreign 

ow ook dlfere reported 


nt of Mesina-Adaoa Tail 
Funtly procceupiad by proswnce af Kurde 
ted! area 


Haters to No. 10, General feeling of opticnixm 
provaile 


Tureo-Syrian frontier 
Fronch Ambassador and Turkish Minister for Foraiga 
Affaire confident of agreement on frontier and 
nn Tollway. Reports tnain tines of agro 

mat tad by Frenoh Ambasnador 


‘TurooSytian frontier 

Hotere to No 121," Millet reported that 
nogotlations are held up, but Preach Ambaemador has 
received mosange from Angora stating that negotiations 
fare going on emoothly and should wad io agreement on 
lines foreshadowed ie No. 121 


The Armenian Patriarch has taken up his official 
residence at Azemm, near Beirut 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Further Correspondence respecting Eastern 


Part XXIV, 


CHAPTER 1.—ARABIA, 


(B 6173/5947/91) No. 1 
Sir R. Graham to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Reooived December 31.) 


Rome, December 27, 1998. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. 195 of the 22nd Deceimber, on the subject of 
the recent incident at Jedda, involving a summons to a British subject to appear 
before the Sharia court, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of 
note-verbale which I have now reosived {rom the Italian Ministry for Foreign Afjairs 
‘on the subject: 

2. ‘The oficial in charge of the competent department at the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, Commendatore Tuozzi, with whom the matter was disc 
personally by a member of my staff on the lines of your instructions, explained that 
the question of the subjection of Italian Christian subjects to Koranic law in the 
Near East was one that had been occasioning the Italian Government concern for 
some time. His Britannic Majesty's Government were better aware than Italy of 
the barbarities which King Hussein used to perpetrate in virtue of the Korantc 
code; and the Wahhabis, over whom Ibn Saud’s control was at times doubtful, were 
undoubtedly more fanatical than their predecessors in the Hejaz.. It seemed to the 
Ttalian Government impossible to admit so inadequate and inelastic a code as that 
of the Koran, which prescribed, for example, the loping off of limabs for minor 
thefts, could, even in principle and far less in practice, be applied. to. Christians 
resident in the countries where it was in force. As stated. in the note-verbale, such 
in admission would be damaging to the prestige of the white races; and in any case 
an admission would Millon ite Srovisions to be applied. to infidels, The Italian 
Government were confronted with the same problem in the Yemen, and pendin, 
some arrangement with the Iman Italian subjects would continue to be sent for trial 
to Eritrea. 

3. The Italian Government, Commendatore Tuozzi continned, fully realised 

iit it was out of the question to insist on capitulatory privilege in Hojaz to-day, if 
boly because, in an oriental country, a claim that could not. be enforced was 
Considerably worse than useless to the claimant; but between eapitulatory privilege 
cont the Koranic law there was room for, and, indeed, it was essential, to find a 
fompromise—for example, the creation of a special foreigners’ court by. the Hejaz 
Government. 

T Gormendatore Tnozzi said, in conclusion, that the Italian Government 
would like to know the views of His Majesty's Government on this aspect of the 
question as soon as possible, in order that they might establish a common tine of 
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action with us. It would no doubt be easily possible for the consulates at Jedda to 
settle the present caso without raising the general issue. But the latter would 
inevitably come up before long. 
T have, &e. 

R. GRAHAM 


Enclosure in No. 1. 
Note verbate, 
(Translation.) 


IN reply to the aide-mémoire of the 20th instant, the Royal Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs have the honour to inform His Britannic Majesty's Embassy that the Royal 
Government, in order to meet the lively desire of the British Government, have sent 
telographic instructions to the Reyal consul in Jedda to proceed, in agreement with 
his British colleague, to the nomination of a native to represent the agent of the 
Italian Steamship Company (a British subject), who has been summoned to appear 
before the Sharia court, a solution which would enable the agent to avoid 
appearing before the above-mentioned court, and which the British Government have 
declared to be quite acceptable. 

With reference to the last part of the above-mentioned aide-mémoire, the Royal 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs have the honour to observe to His Britannic Majesty's 
Embassy that in the case in point it is not a question of a claim based on 
capitulatory rights, but of upholding the principle of the incompetence of the purely 
ral gious Sharia court to idee European non-Mussulman subjects, both on grounds 
of prestige and because of the fact that, by the law of the Koran, its application to a 
person of a religion other than Mussuiman is not admissible 

Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs would be glad to know the views of the 
British Government on this subject, so that in future, in analogous cases, a common 
line of conduct can everitually be pursued towards the Wahabite authorities 


Rome, December 22, 1928. 


LE 38/3/91) No. 2 


High Commissioner for Iray to the Secretary of State for the Colonies—(Communi- 
cated to the Foreign Office, January 1, 1929.) 

(No. 632) 

f 5 


elographia) P. Bagdad, December 30, 1928, 
/LUBB had received during the past fortnight seemingly trustworthy reports 
from Arabs coming from Nejd that section of Mutair, under the notorious raider 
Ashwan, were preparing raids against Dahamshab section of Aneze camped between 
Shabicha and Bir Lussuf, He reveived definite news on the 28th December that the 
raid had started, and that raiders would cross the frontier near Jumaimah, south of 
Salman, He was authorised to reconnoitre with aeroplanes and to bomb raiders if 
identified within Iraq territory, but in no circumstances to cross the border _ On the 


mornit 
Pat 


row the border. I trost that this will have the good result of reinforcing Tbu Saudls 
efforts to restrain his tribes, and will satisfy him that we wish to co-operate with 
him in every way to this end. 

(Repeated to Jedda, Bushire, No. 1718.) 








LE 63/63/91) No. 3. 
Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received January 4.) 


No. 3 
{Telegraphic R. Jedda, January 4, 1929. 

MINISTER for Foreign Affairs protests against following raids and asks that 
loot shall be returned, blood money paid and criminals punished 


1, By Howeitat on Baulls at Mustadel near Tanfon 4th Octobes, ive groupe 


tal 
2. By Eletna on 17th October, against people of Shash. ‘Two groups taken, 
By Faiz-bin-Jazi on Shafar, “Unspecified plunder. satel 
. Howeitat on Shararat near Jauf. 
j. Beni Atiya from Kerak on Shararat. Two groups taken. 
By Abo ‘Nueiran the Sakbri on Hamad-bin-Birak and others, More than 
twenty head of camels, she-camels and riding camels taken. 
. Manawir-al-Maiq plundered Rualla and returned to Shahbal, 
. Howeitat raided two groups from Shararat of Jauf and killed their men, 


Raids numbered as above $ to 8 occurred during the month of Jamadi Awal 
(October-November last) 

Jn acknowledging letter T have taken the opportunity to remark that Ministor 
for Foreign Affairs has not yet informed me of disposal of heavy loot of Rualla raid 
on Beni Sakhr last spring and to add reminder that if Auda Eletna is now intended 
he is not Transjordanian subject, 


(E 41/3/91) No, 4. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda). 
(No. 2) 


(Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, January 4, 1929. 

BAGDAD telegram to Colonial Ofico No. Sof Si Jasunry, reported to you: 
Report of impending raid. 

‘You should inform Ibn Saud that ramours have reached His Majesty's Govern- 
ment to the effect that certain Nejdi tribes profess to have been accarded permission 
to raid into Iraq territory, and that a raid upon a large scale upon the Anaizeh tribe 
in Iraq is in contemplation. His Majesty's Government are confident that no such 
permission can have been given, and that, if there is any foundation whatever for 
the rumour of an intended raid, Ibn Saud will take immediate steps to ensure that 
the Iraq-Nejd frontier is not infringed by his tribes. 

As point raised in your telegram No. 105 in connexion with article 6 of 
Bahra Agréement, attitude of His Majesty’s Government remains as stated in 
paragraph 6 of note to Ibn Saud enclosed in my despatch No. 215. You should 
satisfy yourself that Hejaz Government understand this. 


(B 35/3/91) No. 5. 


ee Sir Austen Chamberlamn to Mr. Jaking (Jedda). 
0. 3) 
Telegraphic) R. Foreign Office, January 4, 1929 
y “Bae telegram to Colonial Office No. 682 of 80th December : Mutair raid 
into Iraq. 

‘You should inform Hejaz Government of facts reported by Sir H. Dobbs and 
lodge a against the infringement of the frontier by Nejd tribesmen, expressing 
the « t hope of His Majesty's Government that the guilty tribesmen will be 
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(E 12/3/91) No. 6. 


High Commissioner for Iray to the Secretary of State for the Colonies —(Communi- 
a Eis cated to the Foreign Office, January 6.) 


(Telegraphic) Bagdad, January 4, 1929. 
KHWAN raids> Refervnce my tolegrams Nos. 3 and 9 of the 2nd’and Srd 


J ena 
Following is summary of events leading’ to present Nejd situation :-— 


_ 1. Until the 7th December, reports, mainly through political agent at Koweit, 
indicated that conference at Riyadh had broken up without reaching decision in 
regard to policy towards Iraq. Raiding had, however, been forbidden by Ibn Saud 
for two months, pending further discussion with British representative. Summons 
to Riyadh had, however, not been obeyed by Al Dawish, and. ‘ibly other important 
Akhwan sheikhs, and it seemed doubtful whether they pis reed to two months" 
irooa, 

2 Telogram No. 1234 was received from Resident at Bushire on the 
7th December stating that Ibn Saud was detained in Nejd. This meant 
abandonment of meeting with political agent, Bahrein, arranged previously, and 
suggested that Ibn Saud was experiencing difficulty in enforcing his orders. 

‘8. Simultaneously, rumours began to circulate in the desert that Mutair 
contemplated resumption of raids against Iraq, and Dhafir sections who had crossed 
into Iraq hurriedly returned to Nejd on receipt of warning. 

4. Small rniding or reconnoitring parties of Mutair were reported in neutral 
zone and neighbourhood during the second week of December. 

5. Royal Air Force Intelligence in the desert reported, on the 16th December, 
that Dawish had circulated Akhwan sheikhs inviting them to join raid on Iraq, and 
that Humaid (Ataibah) had informed Ibo Saud in writing that he intended to join. 
(At this stage I despatched telegram No. 624 of the 2lst Decomber inviting 
(operation of Tho Sand; but His Majesty's agent and consul at Jedda did not take 
action for fear of hurting Ibn Sand’s felis) On the same date Koweit 
telegraphed ae that Dawish had informed Ibn Saud that he proposed to raid 
Dahamshah in Iraq immediately. Warning was also received by Dahamshah on the 
sume date that Mubsin- mm (Harb) was concentrating his tribesmen for large 
raid on Iraq. At the same time Jazza-bin-Mijlad, a Dahamehah sheikh, stated that 
he had received from Ibn Saud a letter ordering bim to return to Nejd; sheikh had 
not replied to this letter. It was then commonly reported that raids on Iraq Anaiza 
hud. been sanctioned by Ibo Saud, and that Dawish, Humaid and Al Firm had 
informed Ibn Saud that they intended raiding Anaiza, 

1. Political, Koweit, tolographed on the 80th December report, subsequently 
confirmed, received by Sheikh of Koweit that Ajman tribesmen were concentrating 
a sJaryab (Guth of Kowst) for large raid, probably on Iraq, and that they were 
being joined by Dawish with a force of Mutair, 

§ On the 29th December aircraft repulved attempted raid by Mutair near 
‘Jumaimah (ee my telegram No, 632 of 30th December). 

8. On the Ist January Zaiyad tribesmen were attacked by raiding party of 
thirty Mutair camelmen and six horsemen in neutral zone. Zaiyad tribesmen Theat 
off raiders and put them to flight; five Mutair prisoners were taken. 

9. On the 2nd January shepherd tribesman reported that he had seen 
1,000 camelmen 90 miles north-east of Jumaimah in Traq territory. An aerial 
reconnaissance is now investigating. 

10. On the 3rd January Anaiza scout arrived from Gaisuma, 45 miles within 
Nejd territory, south-west of Jumaima, and was interviewed by Glubb. He 
reported that raiders from Harb and Shammar were collected at that place from all 
directions to attack Anaiza, Scout met messenger from Ibn Sand with letter to 
Dahanishah sheikhs warning them to retarn to Nejd or flee to the Euphrates. Glubb 
has reported by telegraph that the only way to avoid disaster to Anaiza is for aircraft 
to reconnoitre Gaisuma, but I have informed him that this is out of the question. 

11. All evidence points to ‘ible raid on large scale in the near future in 
which Mutair, Shamtnar, Harb, Ataibah and. Ajman tribes may participate. 
Immediate threat is against Iraq Anaiza in Wadian area, but concentration at 
aryah also threatens Traq tribes in southern desert, 
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King Feisal and Cabinet are in panic and anticipate terrific catastrophe. If 
invasion on scale anticipated takes place I see no other plan than either to 
last year’s measures, operations within Nejd or marine blockade. T beg that future 
policy may be considered by His Majesty's Government immediately. In any event, T 
trust that immediate request be made to Ibn Saud to co-operate with British Traq 
authorities in restraining the intending raiders 

(Repeated to Delhi, and Jedda, No, 38.) 





(E 76/3/91) No. 7. 


mr Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received January 6.) 
0. 5) 
frei hie.) Re Jedda, January 6, 1929, 
‘Mv telegram ‘No. 113: le 
‘telegram No. 631 to the Colonial Office. 

In further communication the Minister for Foreign Affairs states that he drew 
His Majesty's Government's attenticn to the possible eects of Roval ist to the 
frontier and the tribes encamped there, being anxious that sincere relations of the 
Hejaz Government with His Majesty's Government should not be impaired and that 
the dispute between Neid and Iraq should not become wore. 

King Feisal must have known that visiting, addressing and meeting the tribes 
would cause unrest, and hamper the negotiations now proceeding. The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs expresses deep regret that the visit should have happened at a time 
when it is essential to avoid any action likely to create difficulties or disturbances 


ram, under reference to the 
r is Majesty's Government's 
views 


(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 3.) 





(E 112/3/91) No. 8. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda). 


Foreign Office, January 7, 1929. 
ted to you as No, $8 of 4th January: Akhwan raids, 
ress a communication to Thn Sand and local authorities 


[ 139/3/91) Ro. 9. 
Mr, Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain—{Received January 8, 1929.) 
(No, 214.) 
ir, Jeddah, December 20, 1928. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 102, I have the honour to forward herewith 
a translation of a report,® published in the special number of the “Um-el-Qura,” of 
the speech of Ibn Sand, and of the statement of the ulema at the meeting of the tribes 
specially called by His Majesty at Riyadh to consider the results of the conversations 
with Sir Gilbert Clayton. " 

‘2 Thn Saud is reported to have faced the tribes boldly, telling them thiit they 
were what he, with the help of God, had made them, - Remembering, doubtles, that 
he was not hiranguing an assembly of Hajazi, Hix Majesty ewore on onth that be 
did not wish to rule over people who disliked him. If they wished him. to remain 
their monarch let them state their complaints and criticisms freely, so ong as they 


* Not printed. 
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were directed against his Royal person, and the ulema, whose word would be his law, 
would judge between them, “He would answer for all his actions, with the exception 
of certain matters which he reserved for private and not general discussion. 

3. ‘The ulema are then reported to have intimated that they found relief from 
the heavy burden of responsibility laid upon them in the irreproachable personal 
conduct of the King. 

4. I understand from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that discussion 
on the reserved points, which presumably are those of the most political interest, was 
limited to some fifty representative tribesmen, No report of these proceedings wil 

publi 

5. The special number of the" Um-el-Qura ” contains, in addition, the address 
to Ibn Sand of the chosen spokesmen of the tribes. I regret that owing to the limited 
time available, and the pressure of other matters, I have not been able to have a 
complete transiation of the report prepared. I hope to forward what remains at an 
early opportunity. ‘ 

6. J havo ent a copy of this despatch, and its enclomres, to His Majesty's High 
Commissioner for Iraq and His Majestys High Commissioner for Transjordania, 

wwe, &e, 
HL G. JAKINS, 


(B 140/3/91) No. 10. 
Mr, Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received January 8, 1999.) 
No.a15) 
ir, Jeddah, Decomber 20, 1928. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 105, I have the honour to forward herewith 
1 translation of the original letter addressed to me by Ibn Sand on the decision made 
by His Majesty's Government asa result ofthe report rendered by Sir Gilbert Clayton 
on jiations. 

2. His Majesty acknowledges the assurances given by His Majesty's Govern- 
rent and the Teng Goverument that the customary migrations of the Nejd tribes in 
Iraq will not be impeded; he, however, seeks to defend his interpretation of the 

ird clause of the Protocol of Uqair by reviving his claim to the southern territories 
of Iraq, which, he asserts, he only ceded for fear of a completo rupture with His 
Majesty's Government and in response to a definite promise given by the representa 
tive of His Majesty's Government that no fortifications—such as he maintains the 
resent posts to be—would be erected on the frontier. 

8, In His Majesty's Government's acceptance of article 6 of the Treaty of 
Bahra as applying to British forces provided that the position on the frontier never 
‘menaces the security of Iraq, Thn Saud sees an attempt to place a reservation to the 
existing it. He therefore hogs His Majesty's Government to accept the text 
as it stands, 

4. He also asks His Majesty’s Government to reconsider their decision with 
regard to the interpretation of article 8 of the Uqair Protocol, and finally states 
that if hie arguments do not prevail he is prepared to resort to arbitration, He 
nccordingly requests that His Majesty's Government should give consideration to his 
views that— 

1.) The arbitrators should be chosen by Iraq and Nejd. 
1) His Majesty’s Government should remain neutral 
}) That the arbitrators should be impartial and have adequate knowledge of 
the local conditions. 4 ; 

(4) That they should examine the origin of the position and study the incidents 

which have arisen subsequent] 


ly. 
.) That His Majesty's Government should undertake to enforce in T 

6) hat His Maj xs rnment un to enforce in Traq any 

(0) That after the arbitration consideration should be given to avoid any 


consequent harm, oy 
(7) That the matter shouild be treated with the utmost expedition, 
5. Thave sent a copy of this despatch and its enclosure to His Majesty's High 


‘Commissioner for Traq. nae 
0, 
HL G. JAKINS. 
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Ton Saud to Mr. Jakins, 
(Translation) 

WE have received your letter dated the 16th November, 1928, which his 
Excellency the Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, on behalf of His Britannic 
Majesty's Government, directed you to convey to ns." So we beg your Excellency to 
send to His Britannic Majesty's Government our following reply to that letter : 

1. We have taken note of what was brought to the knowledge of the British 
Government as a result of the negotiations that took place between us and their 
representative, Sir Gilbert Clayton, and that they do not agree to our interpretation 
of the third clause of the First Protocol of Uqair, 

2. Our regret is very great, as this reply from the British Government not onh 
destroys all oar hopes for a setteinent ofthe matter, but i an arrow directed towards 
our confidence in the conversations we had with the British representative at Ugair 
and has affected our confidence in all the covenants and engagements we have 
concluded, and shall conclude, with Britain. This result made the worst impression 
in the whole of Nejd. 

3. We have gathered the people of Nejd and presented to them, from all 
aspects, the result of the situation arrived at, but the explanation incrensed their 
insistence that they were right and their determination to resist the injustice to 
their country, 

4. The only plea put forward by the British Government on their own behalf 
and on behalf of Iraq with regard to our objection to the building on the borders of 
the frontiers is that our request for the prohibition of building restricts the principle 
of the liberty of the right of every Government to take administrative measures wit 
its territory, The British Government will realise, as they acknowledged in their 
letter, that such right was limited by written agreements, 

5. The lands against the building on which we protested do not belong to Trag 
but are the property of Nejd and the tribes of Nejd formerly and Iatterly. Tt_was 
the Amirs of Nejd who governed those deserts, as all who know Iraq and Nejd from 
the earliest times until to-day bear witness, 

6. We maintained our right to those lands at the time of the meeting of Uquir 
and insisted on this because they belong to us, our people and our subjects, and we 
refused the Treaty of Mohammerah for this reason. But the British representative 
insisted mont stronely. and compelled us to yield them to Trag, and we were obliged 
to accept so that the dispute might not be the cause of the outbreak of war between 
us and the British Government. 

7. The British representative offered us, as a price for that concession, a 

romise that no fortification or stronghold menacing to Nejd or its people would be 
nitt in the lands taken from us. ‘This is in the statement which inclodes the borders 
of the frontiers and does not limit them by mile or metre. ‘The verbal declarations of 
the British representative convinced us that Britain would preserve that, 
Unfortunately, we have had no result from those declarations. 

8. The British Government will thus see that our object and claim in theso lands 
at that time was for the following reasons 


(a) To conserve the right of Nejd to its territories as they formerly were and as 
they have continued from the earliest time. a 

(b:) That these territories are dwelling places for the people of Nejd and pasture 
lands for them. F 

(c) That these places are the door of Nejd, and Nejd can only be assured of her 
independence and life if these territories are under her constraint and 
suzerainty, as ahe was unable in former times to protect herself in her 
country extept when the deserts of those regions were tinder her constraint 
and suzerainty. 


‘The claim of Nejd for those territories was the claim of one to preserve his life 
and soul. When we were thus compelled at Uqair, we asked for the preservation of 
the rights of our subjects and for the preservation of the rights of Nejd and her 
independence and an assurance to preclude what might be taken at some hour as a 
base for aggression against her. When we were granted our request in this respect, 
the great calamity in abandoning that. part of the territories which is, in fact, the 
true castle of defence to Nejd was slightly lessened. 
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9. In addition to the above, Sir Gilbert, Clayton enquired of us the reason of 
our insistence on our principle set ont in the third clause of the Protocol of Uqair. 
‘We answered him that what we saw of the Iraq Government and their movements 
did not reassure us about the future but increased our fears, for we see her aggression 
against. us daily increasing. Our lands were taken at Ugair, and yesterday our 
agreement was broken in the erection of buildings which she called guard posts and, 
to reassure us, affirmed that they are only police stations. But she did not wait from 
eve till morn before changing those guard posts into strong fortifications containing 
all the requirements of tary citadels and fortresses. She ible every day to 
jnvent a reason and make stations in lands which are without doubt Nejdi, to expose 

‘Nejd to all sorts of harm, such as the acroplanes and cars drawn from those stations 

which unjustifiably penetrated our territories even in the days of the negotiations. 

‘There are the interferences of Iraq officials with our subjects which continue until 

to-day, against which we have protested and to which the newspaper “Al Iraq,” 

published in Bagdad on the 19th Tashrin Awal, 1S47, referred. ‘e are therefore 
not secure from Iraq. 

10. If there were no third clinse of the Protocol of Ugair between Nejd and 
Traq, Nejd would see in those buildings a menace to her ‘existence and independence 
built with evil intention against her, and sbe cannot be reassured about her life while 

‘exist, She protests against théir erection and opposes it. In doing 80 she sees 
herself defending her right and her life threatened some day by sudden danger. 

Ti. We therefore beg the British Government for ‘the preservation of the 
interests of right, justice and equity to reconsider their deci in this matter and 
ook considerately ‘on what we have mentioned in this letter in order to preserve 
tranquillity and calm in a country where it is not at all to the interest of the British 
Government to see incalcnlable bloodshed. 

12. When we concluded the Protocol of Uqair it never entered our mind that 
there would be any room for explanation or interpretation, and that what was given 
us as compensation for the loss of onr territories would be taken from vs throagh 
interpretation. We had no doubt or snspicion ws to. the correctness of our arguments 
and proofs, atid we had no idea that we should be invited to go to an arbitrator for 
be areed in a thing which in as clear as daylight. We bolieve that the foregoing 
‘explanation will convince the British Government to reconsider their decision. Tf, 
however, all that has already been mentioned does not resnlt in ‘explaining the trath 
‘and matters have reached such an extreme of confusion that the British Government 
‘Will not be satisfied to execute the third clanse of the Protocol of Uqair as it stands 
unless it is referred to arbitration, we, in spite of the interior difficulties which we 
face in the present situation, will nccede to the request ‘of the British Government 
and accept arbitration if the British Government will take into consideration the 
state and position of the Nojd people on the frontiers in this matter and will observe 
the following points with regard to the arbitration 

(1) The arbitrators shall bo constituted of two parties, of which we shall choowe 

‘part and the Lenq Government the other part. 

(2) The British Government wil) be neutral in is arbitratii 

(8) The arbitrators shall be peoplo familiar with the conditions of the Arabs, 
zealous in the interests of the Arab question, solicitous of the preservation 
of the independence of Nejd and of Traq now and in the future. 

(4) That the subject of discnssion by the arbitrators should be to study the 

rion from its origin and to return to the examination of the frontiers 
Betwrean ‘Traq and Nejd. To learn what formerly went 6n and the 
Seeatio ‘of incidents in the past for which there is no lawful 
justification. 

(6) ‘The British Government will be responsible for the execution in Traq of the 
decision, whether to seks to Nejd, that the arbitrators will make. 

(8) After the decision of the arbitrators it is necessary that consideration shonld 
be given to avoid harm falling on any party in the execution of the 
arbitration. 

(2) ‘The question of the arbitration shonla be decided and sottled as soon as 
‘possible, becatise the position is critical and deticate ani brooks no delay. 


18. If the above-tnentioned basis is considered, we await the views of the 
British Government in this respect. Yat Salen 

14. We have taken note of what is meritioned in the sixth paragraph of the 
letter of the British Government regarding the inclusion of British forces within the 





scope of the article 6 of the Treaty of Bahra and article 10 of the Treaty of Hadda, 
but the condition mentioned in that paragraph is contradictory to the article itself, 
for the teat of article 8 of the Treaty of Baha is as fllows:— 


“The forces of Traq and Nejd may not cross the common frontier in the 
pursuit of offenders except with the consent of both Governments.” 


‘This text contains no condition or stipulation. Do the British Government wish 
to make here rvom for disagreement #0 as to justify the action of the aviators who 
crossed our territories and then desire to refer the interpretation to a committee of 
‘arbitration too This condition is new to the discussion, So we beg the British 
Government to reconsider this view in correcting it and to leave the article in its 
reality, because the door of interpretation will leave no value in the treaties. 

15. We received with regard the assurances of the British and Iraq Govern 
ments officially when Sir Gilbert Clayton declared to us that nothing would be done 
on their part to oppose the rights which the Nejd tribes enjoyed, ‘ther in roaming, 
grazing or taking water. from the wells and the waters situated within the Irag 

frontiers in accordance with the old accepted customs, 

16. In any case, we thank the British Government for the desire they have 
expressed to arrive ala solution to remove the standing dispute, and we. hope to 
receive their early reply to our letter as the position is still critical and requires most 
speedy settlement. 

‘This is what we beg to be conveyed to the British Government, 


Respects, 
(Sealed) TBN SAUD. 
December 10, 1928, 





(E 6173/5987/91) No. U1 
Foreign Office to Mr. Jakins (Jedda). 


No. 5.) 
& Poreign Office, January 9, 1929. 
WITH reference to Foreign Office telegeam No, 63 of the 29th December last, 
garding the summons recently ingued to a British subject at edd to appear before 
2 local Sharia court, I ain dizected by Secretary Sir Austen Chamberlain to transmit 
to you, the accompanying Ry ‘of a despatch from Hix Majesty's Ambaseador at 
ae 
‘D The Secretary of State will be glad to receive your early observations on 
the question of the competence of local Moslem tribunals to try British wubjects, and 
in purtioular on the suggestion of the Italian Govornmont rogarding the possible 
creation of a special foreigners’ court. 
Tam, &. 
MONTEAGLE, 


[B 198/3/91) No. 12. 
ir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda). 


Foreign Office, January 14, 1929, 
Decontber and’6ih January: King 





allegations made against King Feisal, whose visit, as you have already stated, was 
impromptu, no previous warning being given to any olicials or tribes m the desert 
areas, ‘The King had no discussions with tribesmen and made no speeches during the 
tour. You should also point out that Nejdi refugees referred to in your telegram 
No. 5 had left Iraq before visit and their presence could not therefore have prompted 
the King’s journey. 


[B 1432/63/91] No. 13. 


iN Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Stonehewer-Bird (Jedda). 

fo. 10.) 

ffeiggrephic) R Foreign Office, January 15, 1929. 
‘OUR telegram No. 108 of 28rd December and your despatch No 217 of 

‘20th December : Crossing of Nejd frontier by British aircraft, 

From detailed reports now received it appears that on the occasion referred to 
frontier was accidentally crossed hy a flight of three aeroplanes, and not by a single 
machine, as had been understood from the original telegraphic report received by 
His Majesty's Government. 

You should so inform Thn Saud, again expressing regret of His Majesty's 
Government for incident and for subsequent misunderstanding as to the exact nature 
of the occurrence. 


(E 878/378/91) No, 14. 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received January 22, 1920.) 
(No. 220). 
si 


4 Jeddah, December 22, 1928. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I to-day received a visit from Dr. Cesano on 
hin resuming his duties as Malian consul at Jeddah, 

2. Ho told mo that he had spent « considerable portion of his leave in Rome in 
tho discussion of questions conceraing the Arabian Peninsala, ‘The fact bad 
had. to bo faced that, owing to Britinh policy with roganl to the Aden Protectorate, 
Italian, predominauce in the Yemon had boen entirely lost. ‘The Imam belioved that 
tho Italians acquiesced in the recent British action and the effect had been to throw 
him into the arms of the Bolshoviks, who wero now fairly established in his territories. 
Dr. Cesano expressed with considerable fealing his rogret that his work in the Red Sea 
had met this result. When the Governor of Eritrea had reproached the Iman for 
concluding a treaty with the Bolsheviks without informing him, the Iman retorted 
that he was master in his own house. 

8. My Italian colleague stated that he had accordingly been most outspoken in 
Romo and had asked what his Government hoped to gain in pursuing their presont 
policy in the Red Sex. The Governor of Eritrea bad boon change, ‘and they bad now 
{o ask thomsolves what profit there was in supporting one Arab ruler agaiust another. 
Was it coneiraba that single Haina woiier would be Inde! in. the defence 
of Asir 

4. Proceeding to the question of the Italian ition of Ibu Saud, 
Dr. Gesano said that he was now armed with two form i 
would prove effective. First, the 
dencies would be 
‘Arabia, ‘and, vecond, 
take coguisance of treatios 
that the recond alternati 


intended to include any referenes to the question of Capitalations. 

5, Dr. Cesano referred to the excellent relations he had always maintained with 

is agoncy and said that, as a atroag admirer of the British, he had always pressed for 

Closest co-operation between the two Governments, and reminded me of the 

attitude adopted last spring when the question of the Italian recognition of Ibu Saud 
might have been an embarrassment to His Majesty's Government. 


n 


6. Reverting to the question of Capitulations, he said that wo had, in practice, 
largely abandoned the former position with regard to native subjects of our respective 
Governments and that although it had so far been possible to reach an amicable settle- 
‘ment in the local difficulties which arose ia respect of other subjects, the moment might 
come, as, for instance, with a change of régime, when it would be imperative to make 
a stand against a serious menace to the interests here of foreign nationals. In that 
ease he personally hoped to see the Hritish, Italian, French and Dutch representatives 
in Jeddah acting in concert. It was because he was known to you, Sir,and to the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Rome for his devotion to the cause of Anglo-Italian 
amity that he had been chosen to return to Jeddah. 

7. have senta copy of this despatch to the Political Resident, Aden. 

Thave, &e. 
H. G, JAKINS. 





(EB 887/8/91) No. 15. 


Mr. Jaking to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Reccived January 22, 1929 ) 
(No. 231.) 
ir, Jeddah, December 31, 1928, 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 214 of the 20th December I have the honour 
to transmit berewith a further translation of the report® of the meeting of Ibn Saud 
with tho Nejd tribes at Riyadh, ‘This extract comprises the complaints of the tribal 
spokesmen and the relies of the olen and ofthe King. 

2. The tribes are reported as acknowledging that their enlightenment camo 
from Thn Sand and from God. ‘They begged His Majesty that he would ensure that 
All his subjects received tho spiritual guidance he had provided for themselves. ‘They 
asked whether the telegraph was not witcheraft and then, clovely following a familiar 
‘argument, questioned the windows of allowing the frontier to be fixed in their country. 
Finally, with an apt reference to the Uqair Protocol, they said that they would leave 
the frontier posts standing and refrain from a jehad on a ruling from the ulema, 
that they would thereby be open to no reproach from the Almighty and on an 
asourance from the King that there was no menace there to their spiritual or material 
wecurity. 

3. ‘Tho ulema thon gave a ruling that telegraphs were not unlawful, and His 
Majesty declared that he was arranging for all of bis aubjects to be provided with 
religious teachers Iba Saud then seems to have told tho tribes that they were 
responsible for the attack and massacre at Bussiya, ‘This they admitted, adding that 
they would have proceeded against Feisal-ed-Dowesh if they coald have been sure 
that he would not have been sheltered in Irag and that the posts would be demolished. 
‘The ulema supported this plea for tho removal of the posts, but the King declined. to 
discuss the matter in open meeting and sade would choowe fifty from aniong, thems 
to whom he would explain everything. He then brought the meeting to an end with 
8 finely confused referonce to peace and war, upon which the assombly burst into 
tears, and having paid homage, retired for refreshment, 

4 An Thave already had tho honour to report, no details of the proceedings at 
the private meeting have been published. 

'5. have sent a copy of this despatch and ite enclosure to His Majesty's High 
Commissioners for Iraq and Transjordan. 

Thave, &. 
H. G. JAKINS, 


(B 870/3/91) No. 16. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Stonchewer-Bird (Jedda). 


(No. 11,) 
ele hie) Foreign Office, January 24, 1929. 
‘OUR despatch No. 215 of 20th December: Proposed arbitration on points in 
dispute between Iraq and Nejd. 
Teay from wording of conditions (1) and (2) in paragraph 12 of Thn Saud 
note that he contemplates selection of arbitrators by Governments of Iraq and Nejd 


© Not printed. 
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only, His Majesty's Government taking no part in proceedings, and no provision 
being made for selection of neutral arbitrator. 

"Arbitration under these conditions would be foredoomed to failure, and you 
should therefore, without waiting for reply to communication referred to in your 
telegram No. 111 of 27th December, take up matter again with Hejazi Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and impress on him that it would almost certainly be useless to enter 
‘upon arbitration proceedings if matters in dispute are to be adjudicated on solely by 
Arbitrators appointed in equal numbers by the Governments of Iraq and Nejd. 

‘You should explain that, even if intention is that arbitrators should be appointed 
hy the two Governmentsonly, His Majesty's Goverament standing aside, the Govern, 
nrents should, following the usual practice, arrange to appoint by agreement a third 
or neutral arbitrator and also agree in advance to accept the decisions of a majority 
af the arbitrators thus appoint 

‘You sy further suggest as an alternative course for Ibn Saud’s consideration, 
the appointment of a single arbitrator of high reputation, to be selected by agreement 
hotween the parties to the dispute. 





No. 17, 


“p Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Stonohewer-Bird (Jedda). 
No, 12.) 
fret graphic) Foreign Office, January 24, 1929. 
OUR telegram No, 106 of 20th December: Fights of British aircraft over 

Nojd—Tranajordan frontier 

‘You should inform Tb Saud that there ix no question at present of delimiting 
this frontier, and that the proposal of His Majesty's Government is merely to mar 
ir track for aircraft to follow on Trunsjordanian and Iraqi territory. 





No. 18. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Stonehewer-Bird (Jedda), 


(No. 14 
(vier phic.) RB. Foreign Office, Janvary 28, 1929. 
FOUR telegeam No. 108 of 23rd December, paragraph 2: Transjordan raids 


‘on Nejad. 
a should inform Tha Sand, in reply to his enquiry as to attitude of His 


Majesty's Government, that pending receipt of further details of incidents referred 
to hile Majesty's Governmont cannot ray whether explanation suggested by Amir 
Of Traugjordan ia correct. You should add that Thn Sand can rest assured that 
if, on receipt of further evidence it ie shown tht incidents can, properly be regarded 
iy pnide, nnd as this falling within the scope of article 6 of Hadda Agreement, all 
posnible stepe will be taken by Amit to punish offenders and restore any Toot taken 





(B 4890/94/91} No. 19. 
Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Received January 29.) 


No. 1 
pee Jeddah, January 1, 1929. 

I HAVE. the honour to transmit herewith my report on the situation the 
Hojaz for the period the 1st to Bist December, 1928, 

D. Copies of this report have been sent to Egypt, Bagdad, Jerusalem (2), 
‘Jerusalem for transmission to the Royal Air Force Officer Commanding in Palestine 
and ‘Transjordan, Beirut, Damascus, Aden, Delhi, Singapore, Khartum through 
Port Sudan, Lagos (2), the senior naval officer, Red Sea Sloops. 

0, 


H. G. JAKINS. 


—————— 
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Enclosure in No, 19. 
Jeddah Report jor Period December 1 to 31, 1928. 


‘THE first news of the meeting of Ibn Saud with his tribes at Riyadh came from 
the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs when he informed me that it had been 
decided 1 uphold the Nejd attitude with regard to the frontier pots and to maintain 
pesceful relations with Iraq and Transjordan, ‘The sovereign rights of the King 
to control policy were confirmed and some tribal reorganisation was contemplated. 
Fuad Hamza corrected his former statement by admitting that Ibn Humaid-bin- 
Bijad was not present at Riyadh. Feisal-ed-Doweish, he said, was living quietly in 
retreat, having been displaced in the leadership of the Mutair by his sot, 


in Irag. Ki 
onsite effect 


jovernment should be res} 
decision consideration should be 
juence of the arbitration. ‘The 

Is. 





tg 


acroplanes, to say that if by marking more clearly the track which is followed on 
flights between Egypt and Iraq it is intended to delimit the Transjordan frontier, 
which has hitherto only existed on maps, he wishes to have an opportunity to give 
the matter his consideration. i 

8, The Transjordan Government have replied to the notification of the establish- 
ment of Hejaz customs by expressing themselves prepared to consider proposals for a 
transit trade through their territories with adequate safeguards for the Transjordan 
revenue. ‘They state their willingness to continue to exempt Nejd and Hejaz produce 
from duty provided reciprocal treatment is agreed upon, otherwise all goods and 
aniraals, except those caravans specifically covered by article 13 of the Hadda Agree. 
ment, will be considered as dutiable, and, if not brought to a customs post and 
declared, will be treated as contraband. The Hejaz Government have been asked to 
furnish a copy of theis customs tar 

9. Wil 


Kadi reluctant to sentence a delinquent, called him an unbeliever and killed 

Whether this version is true or not, it is certain that there were consideral 
disorders, which necessitated the presence of the Viceroy himself before they were 
quietened.. This is probably the incident on which the exaggerated rumours of revolt 
fave been based. But while the Hejaz may not be the field of dynamite that some 
imagine, its condition is not reassuring, Security prevails and some modernisation 
hins been attempted #0 as to gild the pill for the pilgrim and to extort more money 
from hit, but the country serves the sanie purpose as in the days of King Hussein. 
Evory available penny his long since gone to Riyadh. Government bills are either 
Jeft onpaid or met in unwelcome rials, ‘The account with the Eastern Telegraph 
Company for the Port Sudan—Jeddah cable, after being months in arrears, has now, 
after pressure, been mot by drafts on the customs and a loan from Messrs Gellatly, 

Hankey and Co. Business circles state that money was more plentiful in tl 
murious days when Iba Saud first entered Jeddah, ‘Thre is no responsible 
overninent. ‘The Emir is a worthless figurehead, and the Hejaz is completely in 
the hands of Fuad Hamza and Abdulla Suleiman. ‘The latter, until recently a 
rnniless clerk, has assumed complete financial control, while Fund is a former 
[riofless lawyer, whose conceit and ambition have led ‘him to covet the post of 
To take an extract from contemporary oarnalin be om of 
have "'an itch for power and no capacity to acquire it by sane 
Mr the tation,” Conseiously or stonsciously they have 

y, for them the anty way, to power. Banded wit 

‘one ‘evil’ and eannot rest till they have forced 
* Fund's whole policy is to seize upon “attacks” 
isenent in opposing them. Tis 
be Iministration, but, 


the small meanare of physical comfort to 
continuance of the present régime, A 

TH. HJeddah isthe gem of ‘eed Sen, thon thin jewel has recovered ite sparkle 
in the return of Dr. Cesana, My Ttalian colleague is immensely pleased with 
himself for having had the foresight to get out of the Yemen in time, He feels that 
by declining to return there after the signature of the Ttalian treaty with the Imam 
fe saved his political reputation from receiving the brant of the blow of the recently 
negotinted Bolshevik treaty with the Imam. Dr. Cesana is now armed with formule 
for the Italian recognition of Thn Saud, which he hopes will serve to overcome the 
difficulty of finding a form of words which will not wenken the Ttalian position with 
the Imam by recognising Thn Saud’s suzerainty over the Asir. 
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12. Dr. Cesana’s arrival was very opportune in putting a stop to, the antics of 
the Commendatore Fares, who bad temporarily replacedhim. "This, white and 
wooly haired Lalo Syrian had succesfully mandged to drag into heated discussion 
the whole question of capitulatory rights in the Hejaz. On a trumpery commercial 
dispute between an Taian shipping company and a Tocal Hejtzi, and, Tam 
informed, by telling his Government that he had the unanimous support of his 
colleagues, he secured authority to inform the Hejaz Government that the competence 
of the local courts could not be admitted. Fuad, who was not slow to see an 
‘opportunity to strengthen his own position in the eyes of the King and of all, and 
with the active support in Jeddah of one other “‘of the same temper," whom it 
not difficult to identify, ly proceeded to talk about. dragging the Tta 
shipping agent to cour by fore, hile Fare declared be would wrap himself in an 
Italian flag, stand on the agent's doorstep and defy the soldiers to cross the threshold. 
‘When the whole story was brought to light it was pointed ont to the commendatore 
that the shipping agent concerned, although born in Egypt and not able to speak a 
word of English, was in fact a British subject. His Majesty's Government, having 
been informed, secured the agreement of the Ttalian Government to the’ agent's 
ing 4 power of attorney toa native to represent him in the loca, court vas, 
active col ion o} i 
fel with the ative collaboration of Dr. Cesana, the affair was quickly reduced 
13. Some 10,000 pilgrims have already arrived, chiefly from Java. 
_ideDering the ‘period under review. fo slaves have. Go 
agency 





(B 669/3/91) No. 20. 
Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Recvived January 31.) 
nS 16.) 


Telegraphic) R. 
elgraghic) mary! Yedda, January 31, 1929. 


Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs now interprets conditions 1 and 2, read 
with condition 3, to mean that {rag and Nejd shall ensh choose one or more neutral 
arbitrators, His Majesty's Government standing aside, but states that in the absence 
of confirmation from the King this interpretation cannot be taken as offci 

I have pointed out that even so, proceedings would certainly be foregone 
conclusion, doomed to failure, unless an odd number of arbitrators’is chose and 
unless parties bind themselves in advance to accept decision of majori 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs ‘and has promised to press his views 
on the King. His porsonal suggestion is that each party should separately appoint 
neutral arbitrator conversant with Arab questions, and that a third arbitrator (0 
jurist of international fame) should be selected by agreement between the two 


ies. 
‘Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs further ts that an agreement should 

be concluded between the ies, clearly defini in dis 

be eee area parties, ly dofining the matters in dispute and scope 


[B 543/543/91) No. 21, 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Sir 2. Graham (Rome) 


(So. 187)) 

i P ‘oreign Office, February 4, 1929, 
THE Italian Chargé dA ffaires called ot this Depariavent on ihe 2th Januory and 
made an cral communication on instructions from his Government, which, however, 
precluded him from leaving any written memorandum, 

2. The Itulian Government desired the attentiou of His Mayesty's Government to 
be drawn to the conclusion of the commercial treaty’ between the Soviet and the imam 
of the Yemen. This new development would inevitably be a cause of embarrassment 
to Italy and Great Britain, and would render difficult the full execution of the Clayton 
Agreement of February 1927, whereby Italy undertook to exercise a restraining 
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infuenco on the imam, while His Mojesty’s Government accepted a similar responsi- 
Dility in the case of Tbn Saul. It would now be open to the Bolsheviks to incite the 
imam against both Italy and Great Britain. In order to reduce this possibility, the 
Ttalian Government suggested that His Majesty's Goverament should henceforth 
diminish, or even abstain from, the military pressure which they aro at “present 
applying on the imam in connexion with the Aden Protectorate, anil thereby deprive 
the Bolsheviks of one strong argument. 

3. When Count Togeri was asked what guarantee His Majesty's Government 
could expect that if they withdrow this pressure on the imam the latter would not 
menace the Aden Protectorate or prove more difficult to deal with in connexion with 
that territory, he explained that the Italian Government would continue, as in the past, 
to exercise on the imam such restraining influence as lay in their powor, but that they 
could do no more than ¢ . 


am, &e. 
‘AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 





(B 696/3/91) No. 22. 
Mr, Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Receiced February 7.) 


(No. 17.) i 
(Telographic,) _R. Jedda, February 6, 1929. 

MY telegram No. 16, : 

In letter now received, Tbn Saud explains his conditions (1) and (2) as meaning 
that, if Trag and Nejd are each to choove an arbitrator, THis Majesty's Government 
should not also choose one, ax Nojd nominee would then be faced with both an Iraq 
and a British nominee. Ax it seems clear from this that Ibn Saud does not clearly 
understand proposals of His Majesty's Government with regard to arbiteation, 
have addressed to hima further communication based on your telegram No, 11, and 
have again urged acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to explain matters fully to 
His Majesty, 

‘As regards condition (4), Ibn Saud states that he ceded to Iraq, under article 1 
of Uqair Protocol, territories elaimed by Nejd only on express condition (article 3) 
that no buildings should be erected thereon, Had he not been convinced that article 3 
could bear no other interpretation, he would not have agreed to frontier as Inid down, 
Tn these circumstances arbitration on meaning of article $ necessarily involves 
reconsideration of article 1 

(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 16.) 





(E 758/3/91) No. 23. 
Mr, Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received February 11.) 


(No, 21.) 
Eisai R Jedda, February 10, 1929. 
‘OUR tolegeam No. 2, ast paragraph. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs asserts that Sir G. Clayton gave Tbn Saud 
an unconditional assurance that His Majesty's Government would respect article 6 
of Bahra Agreement and that British forces in Iraq were covered by its provis 
He maintains that the first mention of a condition attaching to inclusion of British 
troops is contained in Mr, Jakins’s note of 16th November (Jeddah despatch 


No. 207). 
bn Saud, in reply to note of Sth January (Jeddah despatch No. 13), asks His 
Majesty's Government to reconsider their attitude, as he must regard crossing of his 
frontiers under any circumstances as an act of anda breach of agreement. 
‘Teanslation of Ibn Saud's leter and a full report of my conversation with 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs leaves by bag to-day. 





(E 757/3/91 


Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir A eten Chamberlain. —(Rocdived February 11.) 
No. 20.) 
graphic) R. Jodda, February 10, 1929 
AMIR OF HAUL has reported to Ibn Saud receipt of a letter from Captain 
b informing him that he had sent a message to Thn Ashwan to the effect that 
is tribe do not go away they will be forvibly expelled. 
Hejaz Government protest against this action as a violation of agree 
respect the rights of free pasturage confirmed hy His Majesty's Gover 
their note to him of 16th November* (Jedda despatch No. 207 of 19th Nav 
‘(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 18.) 





(E 886/381/91) No, 28, 


Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receited February 19) 
(No. 100.) 
‘Sir, Cairo, February 6, 1929. 

YOU will recall that in the closing paragraphs of his letter enclosed in my 
despatch No. 39 of the 14th January, 1925, Ibn Saud raised the question of Soviet 
cconomic infldence in. Arabia, with the implicit, suggestion that his resistance to 
Bolshevik penetration should be acknowledged in some practical manner by His 
Majesty's Government. In the reply then returned to him (see your telegram No, 87 
of tho 23rd February, 1025), this point was not specifically discussed; but, during 
the Jeddah conversations of last summer, I understand that His Majesty mentioned 
the subject to Sir Gilbert Clayton. More urgent matters, however, then pressed for 
settlement, and the reference was, I gather, no more than casual. Ibn Saud has 
now returned to the charge, in a letter translation of which I have the honour to 
enclose, This letter was delivered by Sheikh Hafez Wahba, who has been living 
for some months in Cairo, 

2. It will be observed. that Iba Saud enquires what return His Majesty's 
Government are prepared to make for preferential treatment by him of British trade, 
as against Soviet Russia, It is difficult to see how any commercial treaty could be 
‘conchided with His Majesty in this sense without arousing considerable hostility 
among foreign Powers, it the suggestion is that preference should be given to all 
foreign countries aver Soviet Russia, how His Majesty's Government could appear 
fas the sponsor of so unusual an arrangement, 

3. Itis, however, probable that, behind this letter, lies more than a desire for 
commercial accommodation. Sheikh’ Hafez Wabba, to whom His Majesty would 
appear to have written at some length, confirmed this impression, and suggested 


that Tba Saud, resentful of what he represents as incessant and provocative raiding 
from Transjordan and other manifestations of shereefian hostility, both there anc 
in Frag, desires some tangible evidence of British sympathy and support, whether 


in the shape of a subsidy, the supply of arms and munitions, more effective restraint 
of shereefian activities at Amman and Bagdad, or otherwise. While disposed to 
credit His Majesty's Government with goodwill, and to appreciate their frequent 
expressions of friendliness, Ibn Saud would yet seem to be anxious for some solid 
proof of the reality of these sentiments. It is possible, therefore, that from the 
receptign, accorded to his present rather. vague, proposal, he may estimate the 
possibilities of some more comprehensive entente. 

4. In conversation with Sheikh Hafez Wahba on the 3rd January, I confined 
myself to a statement of the obvious difficulties in the way of any uniquely 
discriminating commercial agreement and to a request that the sheikh should 
endeavour to ascertain rather more precisely what was in His Majesty's mind. T 
added that any concrete om ee from Riyadh would be at once submitted for 
consideration in London. 1 also suggested that any Bolshevik activity in Arabia 
was perhaps a matter of more concern to Thn Saud than to ourselves, 

Fr 'Sheikh Hafer Wahba undertook to communicate with Thn Saud on these 

ines, but on the morrow of his visit he fell ill and was compelled to undergo nn 


*# Ths tent of thie wnt in given in Part RXTE, Na $8. 
20885) c 
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operation. He has since been confined to his bed, and further developments must 
wait his convalescence. Meanwhile, I have thought it advisable not to delay any 
longer in bringing Ibn Sand’s letter to your notice. 

8, Tam sending a copy of this Acpatch to His Majesty's agent and consul, 
Joddal 

Thave, & 
(in the absence of the High Commissioner), 
R. H. HOARE. 


Enclosure in No, 25, 
Ibn Saud to Lord Lloyd 


The Kingdom of the Hejas, Nejd. 
(Pranslation.) ‘and their Dependencies, 
Excellency Gamad Thani 2%, SAT, of the He 

WE avail ourselves of the opportunity to congratulate you on your safe return 
to Egypt, and to wish you every success in your work there: 

7. The friendly’ relations which exist between us and oar kuowledge of your 
dosite to consolidate these relations between our kingdom and His Britannic 
Majesty's Government encourage us to lay before you such matters of interest to 
both countriew as have existed 10 the pst, in the hope that you would be the best 
intermediary to explain the exact situation to His Britannic Majesty's Government, 
with a view to facilitating the solution of the present difficulties which both parties 
desire to achieve. 

2, _We have replied to the request of His Britannic Majesty's Government to 
have the question of the ill-omened fortresses in Iraq referred to a commission of 
arbitration: but we hope that His Britannic Majesty's Government will themselves 
find a solution to this question, in order to avoid the delays involved in having it 
referred to arbitrators oF the like. We are awaiting their reply on this subject 

3. We are faced to-day with a question of great importance, to-which we 
foferred In out previous fetter to your Extellency': but, #0 far, we do tot sco that 
Hix Britannic Majesty's Government ix showing any interest in it, and we therefore 
request you to draw the attention of His Britannic Majesty's Government to ite 
importance and to lay it before them in detail,so that, in case His Britannic Majesty's 
Government is intorested in the matter, we might be informed of its views in regard 
to it. Many foreign Powers are actively occupied in the Hejaz in ousting British 
trade and securing our market; the most active among these Powers are the Soviets, 
‘As wo have already informed you last year, we have fried to defeat their activities 
and prevent them from attaining their object, in the hope that His Britannic 
Majesty's Government might conclude: with vs a commercial treaty whereby our 
Government and our people might obtain certain advantages in exchange for their 
resistance to the Soviet activities, but His Britannic Majesty's Government has given 
no heed to the matter and has not entered into any consultation with us. ‘This year 
the Soviets have returned to the charge, and their object is merely to oust British 
woods not only in the Flejaz, but also in the Yemen, and perhaps even beyond that, 
find we have so far resisted thetn, We would therefore like to know quite frankly 
what His Britannic Majesty's Government is prepared to concede to us in exchange 
for our protection of British trade in our country and for our obstruction to other 
countrier’ trade, and more particalarly to that of the Soviets. If, therefore, His 
Britannic Majesty's Government is interested in this matter, we would request that 
they might give to it their attention, and open negotiations with us through their 
commissioner when we return to the Hejar, And if the matter does not interest 
them much, we do not wish to worry His Britannic Majesty's Government about 
anything unless there is att interest for them. 

4. We have therefore informed your Excellency of these facts in this letter, 
‘and we are always anxious that perfect agreement should exist im onr communication. 

‘We have, &e. 
(Seal.) 
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E 993/3/91 No. 26. 


Acting High Commissioner of Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies — 
(Received Colonial Office, February 2 
(Confidential.) a sty 
February 21, 1999, 
summary of recent reports of Akhwan movements indicate 
robability of big raid inthe near future ov Iraq tribal eneampment{s) in Southern 
1. Ou 12th February political agent at Koweit reported that Dawish, having 
composed quarrel with Ataibah tribes, had unfnrled his standard at Jarob, 55 miles 
nort of Buraida, and had summoned all the Akhwan for big raid. 
2-On 14th February Glub received similar report, which added that Tho 
Humaid was concentrating Ataibab at Jala, 30 miles from Burnida, for a jihad. 
3, On 15th Febrnary political agent at Koweit reported that two lange raidiny 
fertios had started out one under Th Hithlain (Ajman), which intended to atta 
iraq tribes in North Koweit on the 16th, the second under Dawish, which wax 
advancing towards the neutral zone. 


__(Nork.It has since been reported that Ibn Hithlain’s party reached Southern 
Koweit horder, but, learning that aeroplane patrol were out, postponed the raid and 
are near Safa awaiting « more rable opportunity.) 


4 In the meanwhile, Mutair, Shammar and Dhafir sections, grazing within and 
to the south of the neutral zone, moved rapidly away to the south-east and 
south-west 

5. On 17th February Glubb learned that Mutair shepherds had received warning 
that Davish and Ibn Humaid were in Bashuk area and were moving to attack Iraq 
tribes at Abtiyyah about 20th February 

Reports trom different sources as to Ibn Saud’s attitude to the proposed raids 
‘are conflicting, but indicate that he has temporarily lost control of the situation. 
‘There seems no doubt that Ajman, Mutair and Ataibah contingents nre concentrated 
wrihin striking distance of the Iraq-Koweit border, and are waiting opportunity to 
attach is 

Koweit now reports that [bn Saud has persuaded these concentrations to diaperae 
until the end of Ramazan, but I consider it would be advisable to inform Th Saad 
at once of our information, and say that His Majesty's Government ate confident 
that he will issue insteuctlons for the concentrations to disperse and for threat of 
raid on Iraq to cease. If he has actually taken such step already: no harm will be 
done, and if raids eventuate we sball be in the strong position af having warned. him 
of the situation and asked him to fulfil his treaty obligations, 

(Addressed to Secretary of State for the Colonies. No, 77. Repeated to Jeddah, 
Koweit and Bushire, No. 75.) 


[E 93/3/91) No. 27. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Stonehewer-Bird (Jedda). 


(No. 19) 
(Telagraphic) Foreign Office, Frbruary 23, 192 


GDAD tel (0, 77 to Colonial Office ‘of 2st February, repeated to 
you: Movements of Nejdi tribes in region of Iraq frontier. 
You should communicate with Hejart Gorernment in sense suggested by Acting 
High Commissioner in last paragraph of his telegram. You should, of course, make 
no reference to reports as to Ibn Saud’s own attitude. 








20 


|B 1028/94/91) No. 28 


Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received February 2%.) 


Jeddah, February 1, 1929, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my report on ‘the situation in the 
Hejaz for the period the Ist to 31st January, 1929. 

2 Copies of this report have been sent to Egypt, Bagdad, Jerusalem, 
(2) Jerusalem for transmission to the Royal Air Force Officer Comma: 
Palestine, and Transjordania, Beirut, Damascus, Aden, Delhi, Singapore, K. 
through Port Sudan, Lagos 2), the Senior Naval Officer, Re Sea Sloops 

ave, &e 
F. H, W. STONEHEWER-BIRD. 


Enclosure 1 in No 
Jeddah Report for the Period January 1 to 81, 1999. 


THE King is still in Riyadh. ‘There now seems to be little likelihood of his 
returning to the Hejaz to observe the Ramadan fast at Mecca. He is at present in 
even leas close touch with the Hejaz than usual owing to the breakdown of tho 
Cheyrolet cars which he hus been using for the courier service between Riyadh and 
Mecca, ‘The Intest communication received by the Hejaz Ministry for 
Affaire iv « tologram teansmitted vik Babrein, and which took eight da 
Mecca, in which His Majesty commands the immediate despatch of all available 
spare parts and tyres to Riyad 

2 As a result of this breakdown of the courier service, many matters of 
importance are left in suspense; chief among them that of arbitration on the 

veations in dispute between Nojd und Teng. Ax reported in paragraph 4 of the 
Tecan report for the month of Decetuber’ Ibn Saud agreed to the. principle of 
arbitration, but Inid down certain conditions Ax the King's intentions do not clearly 
appoitr from hix note, a further communication wax addrewed to him asking for an 
elucidation of the obscure points, In the meantime, as it seemed probable trom the 
wording of his note that his proposal wax for the selection by Nejd and Iraq of ane 
‘or more arbitrators of each party with no provision for a neutral umpire, and as 
arbitration on these conditions must necesirily be doomed to failure, the question 
‘was reopened with the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs pending Ibn Saud's 
explanations, Fund Hamza, speaking unofcially, tated his views to be that Nojd 
and Iraq should each select one or more neutral arbitrators, and that they should 
then agree to appoint an additional arbitrator acceptable ‘to both parties. The 
arbitrators uppointed by Nejd and Iraq separately should be neutrals well versed 
in Arab alla while the additional arbiteator to be chosen in agreement between the 


Parties dhoald be a judge of high international repute without any special knowledge 


of Arabia, Fuad Hamza further agreed that each party must bind itself in advance 
to accept the decision of the arbitrators. He is personally in favour of the conclusion 
by Nejd and Iraq of a special arbitration agreement whereby the question in dispute 
and the scope of the powers of the arbitrators will be clearly defined. Fuad hopes 
that his views will prevail with the King. ¥ 

3. Another important question which awaits the King’s decision is that of the 
visit of an air officer to Jeddah. Thn Sand Inst September agreed in principle to the 
engagement of British aviators for service in the Hejaz Tt was clearly impossible, 
however, for the air service to enter upon its duties until expert opinion had teen 
offered on the state of the planes and material at present existing in the Hejaz, It 
was therefore decided to send an officer and one or two mechanics to study the problem 
‘on the spot... Although the visit of an air officer in these circumstances was not only 
‘unobjectionable but indispensable, if Thn Saud’s desires were to be carried out, the 
‘Acting Foreign Minister refused to take the responsibility of granting permission 
‘on his own authority and referred the question to the King 
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4. As regards the situation on the frontier, the events of the month under 
review have ene far to embitter the feeling between Nejd and Iraq. Reports of 
movements of Nejd tribes on the frontier were so alarmist that Bagdad appears 10 
have been reduced to « state of panic in the anticipation of a raid on a gigantic 
scale. The vast incursion of hostile tribes anticipated seems to have reduced itself 
to a party « y tribesmen. This party was bombed, with the result th 
three men and twelve camels were killed and the remainder of the tribesmen fled 
back across the frontier. The Hejaz Government deny that the tribesmen entered 
Iraq for the purpose of raiding: they were merely exercising their time-honoured 
right of grazing As against the contention of the Hejaz Government that the 
tribesmen were merely peaceful shepherds must be set Hafiz Wahba’s reported state- 
ments to a reporter of the “ Siassa" newspaper in Cairo, Hafiz Wabba is alleged 
to have stated that the Mutair in question were to be regarded as in the category of 
raiders who had taken refuge in [1 to sea] unishment of Thn Saud. A letter 
has been addressed by Sir Henry Dobbs to the ing pointing oot the discrepancy 
between His Majesty's explanation of the presence af the Mutair in Trag and that of 
his counsellor, Hafiz, Wabba, Tf, ax Hafiz Wahba implies, the tribesmen wera 
fugitives from Thu Saud's justice, Iraq was bound, in virtue of the undertaking 
given in February last, not to afford them sanctuary. 

5. The “ Um-el-Kura,” which had in past months been moro restrained: im its 
tone, sought in a recent article to make much capital out of the bombing incident 
referred to above. The writer weks to show that, while Thn Saud has never alnckened 
his efforts to ensure peace, a long chain of incidents show that similar efforts have 

made by bis northern neighbours. The article instances frat the crossing of 

tier by aeroplanes at the time of the first Jeddah negotiations in May Inst. 
The second incident quoted is Nuri Pasha’s “ inflammatory ” speech in Parl ent 
in August. King Fainal’s recent visit to the frontier and ex-King Ali’s injudicioux 
remarks regatding the possibility of a revolt in the Hejaz are next commented upon, 
and at the last an exaggerated account is given of the recent bobing of the Mulait, 
Feeling has undoubtedly been much embittered by King Faisal's visit to the frontier, 
and by King Ali's utterances, The explanation in the first case that the visit. was 
impromptu and had no ulterior motives does not remove from the minds of the Nejdi 
the feeling that King Faisal must have known that a visit to the frontier posts at 
this juncture could not fail to arouse resentment, and that in the interests of a good 
understanding he would have been better advised not to take it, King Ali, also, it 
is felt, though be did not expect hin remarks to be reported. in the press, would have 
boon better adviaed in the present state of feeling not to make pronouncement on the 
internal situation of the Hejaz 

6 The Hejaz is quiet and 4» sottling down to the all-absorbing question of 
extracting revenue from the pilgrims. The financial situation at the moment ix far 
from satisfactory. The King bns been drawing very heavily on the meagre resources 
of the Hejaz for his needs in Nejd, and considerable dissatisfaction is fell if uot 
openly voiced. The Dutch. 1 learn confidentially, have been obliged, as a remit of 

difficulty they have recently experienced in’ collecting debts from the Hejar 
Government, to refuse further credit, 

7. Fuad Hamza appears to have collected in his own hands the reins of 
government. A much larger measure of independent power has, he states, now been 
given by the King to the Amir Faisal, ‘This means that as Faisal takes no, ste 
without consulting Fuad, the latter is virtual ruler of the Hejaz, in the King’ 
absence. A remarkable record for au out-of-work schoolmaster, who arrived, aged 27, 
in the Hejaz two years ago to devil for his countryman, Yussuf Yassin. lind ia 
taking himself seriously, “He now has a well-appointed Foreign Office in Jeddah, 
where he is able to receive foreign representatives rather than himself visit them. He 
has given a series of official dinner parties and receptions, 

% He and the Amir paid a week's visit to deddah at the end of the mouth, 
chielly, Fuad told me, inorder to discuss with the Jocal authorities problems connected 
wath the pilgrimage ‘The regulations which willbe denwn up by Fond as a reelt 
of these deliberations will, as in, the case with most of Fuad’s laws, be admirable in 
<onception bat will break down in execution owing to the penury in the Hejaz of 
competent and honest officials, An endeavour is to be made to register every pilgrim 
on arrival, together with the name of his guide; the guide will be responslile for 
the pilgrim’s welfare throughout the pilgrimage. A further excellent innovation 
Proposed will be the absalate probibitin to pilgrims to travel from Mecca to Medina 
on foot in isolated groups—a party so travelling must consist of at least twenty 
persons under a leader. 
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9. A further endeavour has been miade to induce the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to publish official visa regulations for the Hejaz, but there is still 
no likelihood of an early publication. Tn the meantime the regulations in force are 
fated by Fuad to be as follows -— 


‘Non-Mostems. 
(1) Travellers from the north, from whatever starting point, must be in 
possession of a visa obtainable from the Hejaz agents in Cairo, Suer or 

jamascus. 

(2) Travellers from the Sudan, Aden, Eritrea, or other country where the 
absence of a Hejaz representative in the country of departure or en route 
renders the obtaining of a visa impossible, must obtain permission to land 
from the Hejaz Ministry for Foreign Affairs through their consular 
representative. 

(8) The visa fee will in all cases be collected in Jeddab ani not by the Hejaz 
‘agents. 


Moslems. 
(1,) Moslems travelling from countries where no visa facilities exist may land 
without previous permission. As regards travellers from the north, this 
regulation applies only to pilgrims travelling by direct ship to Jeddah. 
Moslem visitors to the Hejaz who break thix journey in Egypt must 

obtain a visa, 


10. A translation of « recently-issued regulation ‘on Government employees is 
transmitted herewith. The chief interest in 1 lation lies in the stipulation 
‘that all permanent officials must be Hejazi subjects and that foreigners will onl 
employed under contract for limited periods The matter will probably be of no 

ractical importance, though the result will bo that a vast number of Governinent 
Officials, Fuad Hamza (n Palestinian) among them, will have dual nationality, as, 
when assuming Hejaz nationality for the purpose of serving Tbn Saud, they are 
Unilikely to divest themselves of their nationality of origin. 

Tl, Jeddah has bad two visitors of interest during the last month: Mme. 
Gavlis, a French traveller and publicist, and Mr. F. Richards, an etcher of 
distinction. So much trouble did the Hejaz Government take over the entertainment 
‘of Mme. Gaulis, who arrived armed with a recommendation from M. Poincaré, that 
rumours were rife in the "souk " that some political importance was to be attached 
to her visit. It is quite clear, however. that she belongs to the ever-increasing band 
‘of women who wander about the Near East in search of colour and sensation ied 
to them in Europe and commit their impressions to paper. She is apparently an 
‘authority on Turkey; Atabia, its polities, Innguage and geography being virgin wil 
to her. She early succumbed to the climate, and remained only five days; her 
impresions were tort favourable, and she never tired of expatinting to a somewhat 
unappreciative audience on the charms of Jeddah, 

13. The Hejar, and the consular corpe in Jeddah in particular, has aufered in 
the death of Dr, Cosana, the [talian consol, a very severe loss. Politically, he passed 
with honours through an extremely trying period, and it was entirely due to his 
Tratfal handling of Thn Soud's Ministers that relations between Nejd and Italy 
fetnained unstrained. He was whole-heartedly pro-British, and on many occasions, 
both ic and privately, championed the cause of His Majesty's Government 
fagainst the attacks of P! ‘To his colleagues, and especially to those among us 
me enjoyed his friendship hig tos very. reat He was a man of wide reading 


and very 


‘een intelligence. He had, moreover, an inexhaustible stock of good humour 
fon which we could all draw. He was also an excellent doctor, to whose skill all his 
Colleagues and almost every member of the European colony owe their speedy recovery 
from the varions disorders which at frequent intervals assailed them 





Enclosure 2 in No. 28 


(Trunsiation) Regulations concerning Employees. 


A HIGH Order has been issued sanctioning the following regulations -— 


Directors of Departments, Chiefs, Amirs, Kadis, Chief Administra- 
five and Military Governors and directors of police, ax is mentioned ‘in. the 
fa aps sees be appointed, discharged or transferred by the order 

Art, 2 All employeos other than those mentioned in the preceding article w 
be appointed, discharged or teansferred by order of ue es 
and eit Pirectors of Departments sind Administrative Governors in, Medina 
2nd Jetdab will appoint those employees whose salaries do not exceed 400 gies taieh 
onli preeided ther otify the offion of the Viceroy accordingly. Discharges and 
Fey ram ne sdininration te another will only be effected with the sanction 

Directors of Departments and Administrative Gove 
win OS is and Administrative Governors in Medina and J 
{il nominate employees whom they require to be appointed in their department ef 
siaris exceeding thowe mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and wil request the 
approval of the Viceroy to the candidatare nnd the ime of the off 
Sipeoval et o ath f the official order of 

Art. 4. No person will be appointed to any Government 

Appointed to any Government post unless he fu 
the following confitions contained in uetile 80 of the fundamental regulations 
(1,) Is a subject of His Majesty the Kin, 
(2) Has fitness and ability. ‘$ 
(3) Is of good moral conduct and character. 
(4) Complies with the Sharia civil laws 


Art. 5. People who are not subjects of His Majesty and whose en 

of is nd jose employment 

Decry, wil be engaged by tea of contract fora Himited period aid unter 
Art. 6, 4 new post of registrar will be created in the office of the V. 

the registration of papers, certificates and ¢ Uaiae giplensat eos at 

“howe, pointed in fare in the service of ARR a sities cere pol 
Art 7. Registeatiou cortficates will be printed as the specimen form attached, * 

The cost of ench will be 5 girsh miri tii Ripe Tarr a 
Art. 8. Every employee will forward an application accompanied. by school 

cceintes and the ita papers ota during hig oMGtal sortie, 90 thie they 

c referred to the Viceray and daly 0 Top 2 

may beeen) uly registered by the registrar and a career 

ce watt & All statements not wapportd by fat dieaments will not be accepted 
Art.10, All departments willeach year forward to the Viceroy, for end 

in the rogister of employees in the departineat concn ‘of all ernployons 

Sache paves in the department concerned, a Hist of all employees 

rt. 11 All the employees mentioned in the first article will take oath of 

loyalty to His Majesty the King, his Government and the State at the time of aa 

appinnent and efor entering on heir duties. The cath wil be taken either in 

he presence of His Majesty or before whomever Hil y ps 

ais r His Majesty may order to 
“Art. 12. ‘The above-mentioned regulations are ta be follow 

ee ions are to be followed in all Government 
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| B 1032/63/91 No. 29. 


Mr. Stonchewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received February 20.) 


Jeddah February 10,1020. 

‘1{ rolerenco to Jeddah printed despatch No. 9 of the 4th January, I have the 
wae mrt aes ihave received from the Acting Mi tor for Forsign Afaire 
details of seven further raids alleged to bave been perpetrated on Nejd by ‘Transionien 
tribesmen during the months of October and November Tat. ATi of th 3 
which, for convenience of reference, have tabulated, is transi with ions 

aie er forwaeding the let, the Acting Minister for Foreign Afi oa instroctoa 
from thn Saud, protests against these rail. ‘Theso raids have, Fuad Hamza considers 
all Limits. Representatious alroaly sade have proved feuieas. The Trane, 

w is either planning these raids or is unable to prevent them In 

Jordan Government i iter Pieris aut Cransjora must, Pad assert, beac th 

ibility und waffor the results, 5 a 
FeO an raved a copy of this despatch, with its enclosure to His Majesty 


High Commissioner for Transjordan, - 
Thave. f°. w, STONEHEWER-BIRD. 


OO 


Enclosure in No, 29. 
Raids by Transjordan Tribes. 
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[1B 1033/3/91) No. 30. . 
Me. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Ansten: Chamberlain —(Received. February 26.) 


om Jeddah, Febrvary 71020 
SH HAVE the houour to transmit herewith a translation of a letter from Ib Sau 

an the taiject of the recent bombing of Nejd subjects in Iraq and the rumoar of 
4 Nejd iacursion on a large scale 


2 fbu Saud writes that he d have preferred that the information 
contained in Mr. Jakins’s notes of the Sth January, of which copies were transmitted 
under printed despatches 12 of the Oth January, had emanated fron 
His Majesty's Government, who verify the information they’ receive, rather than 
from Captain Glubb. who, he cannot help feeling, acts on the frontier in a manncr 
contrary to the interests and desires of His Majesty's Goverument, thus disturbing 
the good relations of the two countries and increasing the difficulties of the situation 
The report of a raid by Thn Ashwan appears, Ibn Saud continues, to have bech 
untrue. Captain Glubb based bis unjustifiable aggression on Nejdi subjects, who 
were proceeding to pusture their animals in the desert, on unreliable reports from 
Bedouins, Three men and twelve camels were Killed on this occasion. Ibn Saud 
protests and demands compensation 

3. The King traces the report that he bad sanctioned the perpetration of a 
raid into Traq on a large scale to Captain Glabb, who, by spreading such ramours 
on the frontier and reporting them to His Majesty's Government, succeeds by the 
Tespltant increased movement of forces on the froutier in inflaming the passions of 
the Nejdis. Thn Saud regards Captain Glubb’s activities as a most dangerous menace 

peace 

4 When negotiations with Sir Gilbert Clayton were broken off, the situation 
in Nojd itself and on the frontier was, Ibn Sand states, most critical: he hind, 
indeed, the gravest doubts of his ability to maintain the direction of aflaits, Ni 
thelens, he did not relax his endeavours to smaintain peace throughout the frontier 
area, He spent co y with this object. As the result of his 
efforts no incidenta have occurred in which He 
assembled in conference the Amirs, 1h 
agreement ¢ 
u 


ment against Tra 
to kaow of the efor w 
informed Sir Gilbert CI y for the results of the 
breakdown of the inintaining the posts 
6. ‘The King’s letter is, in face of the provocation of which he feels himeel? 
to be the victim by King Faisal's untimely excursion to the frontier and the uction 
Which resulted on Captain Glubb's apparently unfounded report of an incursion 
$eitaage into Iraq, decidedly moderate in tone. ‘He does not #o much inveigh against 
King Faisal and Captain Glubb as seck to convince His Majesty's Government that 
# repetition of the incidents complained of will result in his inibility to curb, as he 
has hitherto been able to do, the passions of his subjects, and that the responsibility 
for what may consequently occur should not be borne by him. ‘The letter is nleo 
interesting in that it supplies what is without doubt an authentic version of the 
proceedings of the Riyadh Conference. ‘The King does not pretend, as did the writer 
of the ““Umel-Knra version. that the chiefs and. ulema. were unanimone te 
Heorpting the King's views. There still remain, Thn Saud states, thove whom he 
sas not been able to convince that a policy of pati iberation is i 
one a policy of patience and deliberation is in the best 


7._ have addressed a copy of this despatch and it 10 His Majesty" 
sag etalon lespatch and its enclosure to His Majesty's 
T have, &e 


FH. W. STONENEWER-BIRD. 
te i tt 
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Enclosure in No. 90, 


Ton Saud to Mr. Stonchewer-Bird. 
(Translation) 
WE have received your letters dated 247.1547 (5th Jammry, 1929), and we beg 
you to convey to the British Government our reply to the two letters as follows — 


1, It would have interested us to receive the news your Excellency related 
concerning Mr. Glubb from the British Government, who, we believe, test the informa- 
tion which reacbes them instead of from Me, Glubb, who, so far as we believe, acts 
on the frontiers against the wishes and contrary to the interests of the British 
Government, th disturbing the clear relations between the two countries ond 

¢ the difficulties of the situation. 

« raid roported to have heen made by thn Ashwan is apparently not true, 

Mr, Glubb on those A ‘on subjects who were proceeding 

desert. was an unjustifiable aggression, and was based on the 

puins in whose statements no reliance can be placed, As 

vd in the letter, the result was that three men were killed and twelve 

nals destroyed. We protest against this action and claim, the ‘necessary 

compensation, 

3 Aw to the ru ur reported to the British Government to the effect that we 
have allowed some of the tribes to make @ raid on a large scale against Lraq, this, 
we believe, iv one of the reports which Mr. Glabb spi is at the frontiers in order to 
kindle the fire on both sides, For, on the one hand, he excites the people of Nejd 
by his movements and asemblieg, and, on the other, sends disturbing news to the 
Hritlah Government about the Nejd people in order that they [1 His Majesty's 
Government) may make increased movements and preparations, consequently 
increasing the excitation of the. Nejd_ people thus making the outbreak of 
bloody events inevitable. This action, as the Hritish Government will realise ix one 
of the most dangerous and ropulaive menaces to peace on the frontie 

4, Itisheyond dispute that when the negotations between us and his Excellency 
General Clayton were broken aff owing to a failure to arrive ot any agreement, the 


position in Nejd and at the frontiers was dangerous to the last degree. and it war 
to our belief almout impousdble that we should succeed maintaining the dirvetion 
of affairs, but we pursued the matter and exerted our bost endeavours to maintain 
peace throughout the vicinity of the frontier, We spent very considerable mura 
of money in this way until We provented the occurrence of any incident. In xpite 
of the critical position our: bjecte ware not concerned in any incident whatevor 


on the frovtier after the breakdown of the negotiations We gathered the Amire 
of Nojd, its ulema and chiefs, and the thoughtful people there, and all completely 
agreed that thoes inauspicious posta were built in contravention of the alrreement, 
t there could be no content while they remained, and that duty dictated that 
atover was possible should. be done to remove them. They found that they were 
of tho greatest dangers threatening: not only Nejd and ite people, but-nlso the 
Nojd realm, 

‘Wo did our best in conference to convince the people of the necessity for pint ienoe 
and deliberation in the matter and for the continuation of peaceful endeavours to 
remove those poate. Some of them were guided by our views, others considered that 
to remain patient concerning them would increase the danger to Nejd. These people 
are thone we are seeking to persuade to be patient and deliberate although we believe, 
ais the British Government know, that they in their insistence are right to consider 
the building of those inauspicious posts unlawful 

5, This is the position in Nejd, and at the time when we are exerting our best 
endeavours to maintain peace and security we see the King of Iraq come to the 

ty of the frontier and work to rouse the tribes and to assemble them, and we 
tee the disturbing movements af Mr, Glubb, the result of which we inform the British 
Government is highly dangerons 

6. We therefore say that if the endeavours we are making do tot result in 
preventing a movement against Iraq pending settlement of matters in a peaceful 
manner, the canse of this will be not the people of Nejd, but (1) the King of Tra. 
by his last journey, (2) Mr. Glubb by his grave movements, and (3) the people of 
Tansjordaiywho have made the Jauf nrea a feld for plonder all along the line and 
at all times. 

7. We wish the British Government to know that we made these endeavours 
to keep peace in the time past and we informed General Clayton that we are not 





sible for the results consequent on the breaking-up of the negotiations and the 
insistence of the Traq Government in breaking theit agreement concerning the 
building the guard posts. This is what we beg you to communicate to the British 
jovernment 
(Respects) 
(Seal of Thn Sand) 
118.1347 (Janwary 22, 1929), 





(E 1034/3/91) No. 3 


Mr, Stonehower-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Receleed February 26) 


No. 44.) 
it, Jeddah, February 6, 1929, 

WITH referonye to my télegram No. 17 of to-day’s date, 'T have the honour to 
transmit herewith a translation of a letter received from King thn Saud in answer 
to Mr Jakins’ ication of the 20th December (Jeddah despatch No. 280), and 
«8 copy of the reply have addressed to His Majesty 

2. On the receipt of this letter I immediately telephoned to the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs asking him whether, as the resnlt of this comunieation, 
he now understood the King's proposals for the appointment of arbitrators Fhad 
Hatnca admitted. that the position had not hoon made ny clearer. 1 therefore 
informed Fund that I was addressing a further communication to the King on the 
lines of my recent conversation with him (ax reported in my despatch No. 3 of the 
2nd instant), and would be grateful if he would hinself, when forwarding thik letter, 
explain clearly the various pointe and impress their importance on Hix Majesty: 
‘This Fuad promised to do. 

Tn his communication under reference Ibn Siud explains his conditions 1 

to mean that if Traq is to appoint one arbitrator Hix Majesty's Government 

should not also appoint one, ax the Nejd nomin then be faced with bath an 

Traqi and a British nominee. Tt appears from this explanation that Iho Sand has 
not yet fully grasped the meaning of the arbitra 

4. The King makes no mention in his letter of condition 6, of which Mr. Jakins 
alo requested an explanation, and T have therefore again approached him an this 
point. Fuad Hamza, speaking unofficially, takes the King's moaning to he that if 
4 decision is given in favour of Nejd, Iraq's feelings should as far as possible be 
spared, ¢.g., an immediate demolition of the offending posts should not be demanded, 
but they should be vacated and allowed to disintegrate by 1 processes 
Similarly, if a decision is given in favour of Tray, Iraq shall not immediately proceed 
to build more posts, nor shall Lbn Saud reply by building a chain of posts’ on his 
side of the frontier. The underlying feeling in Ibn Saud's mind is, Fuad thinks. 
that every effort should be made in giving effect to the decision of the arbitrators 
not to aggravate ill-feeling between the two countries, but ns far ax possible to soften 
the blow to the party against whom the decision ix given. 

5. The King explains the intention of his condition 4 at some length. He states 
that the object of the arbitration ix to arrive at a decision on the points of 

isagreement which have arisen between the two parties. He maintaine that he only 
consented at Uquair to cede to Traq territories claimed by Nejd on the express undor- 
standing (article 3) that no buildings should be erected on thee territories. His 
Majesty's Government have refuted to accept this interpretation of the article: thus, 
ax his ‘acceptance of article 1 was conditional on the acceptance of article 3 as 
interpreted by him, his cession of the territories to Leng becomes itelfective—this 
the dispute between Itaq and Nojd centres not on article 3 alone, but on nrticles 1 
and 3. 

6. hn Saud therefore requests that the arbitrators should be approached by 
both parties with view to their considering the question of the frontiers in 
addition to the question of article 3, which, as it arose out of article 1, cannot be 
considered alone. 

7. I have addressed a copy of this despateh, with its enclosures, to Ht 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq 

Thaye, & 
FH. W. STONEHEWER-BIRD. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 31 


Ibn Saud to Mr. Stonehewer-Bird., 
(Translation.) 
ft ents, 
of the points suggested by us regarding the arbitration. We are glad to acquaint 
the British Government of the following explanations -— 

The object of paragraphs 1 and 2 of the twelfth clanse of our letter is that 
one ae eras not two 2 J be appointed to the Commission of Arbitration 
opposite our representatives, So that if Lraq is going to select the arbitrators the 
British Government will be neutral in the Commission of Arbitration, and will not 
delegate anyone on their behalf, 
vee ve explain the object of paragraph 4 of che twelfth clause of our letter 
referred to as follows The purpose of the Commission of Arbitration will be to 
Took into the disagreement which has fallen between the two parties with a view to 
giving a judgment on it, And as on the day of Uquair we did not consent to give 

‘our territories which have been annexed to Iraq, except under overwhelminy 
ciroumstances, and that this ceding was Gy to the condition that there shoul 
be no building on the lands which we had ceded, and as the British Government has 
rofused to accept this as the meaning of the third clause of the Protocol of Uqu 
{us mentioned in your Excellency’s letter of the 16th November, 1925), our yielding 
thowe lands conditional on the meaning of the third clause will be without effect. The 
dixpute will consequently be Xen the third clanse of the Protocol of Uquair 
alone, t and third clauses 
set re hertore request that we and Trag aboald Approach the arbitrators with 
a view to considering the question of the frontiers and the question of the third 
clause, which arose ont of tho first clause. 

With respects 


13.1.1929), 


(Seal of Tha Saud.) 


Enclosure 2 in No. 31. 
Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Ibn Sand. 


After req cr iments. 
ane Siniben ae ap Jeddah, February 5, 1929. 


HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Majesty's fetter of the 
‘23rd Jenuaey, in whieh your Majesty waa good enough to explain cortain propowala 
w to arbitration. 
i er aear that I must trouble your Majesty ‘once again on the subject of 
conditions Land 2 under paragraph 12 of your Majesty's letter of the 12th Decewbor 
3, Tt is, I gather, your Majesty’s proposal that arbitrators should be. chosen 
in equal numbers by Nejdand Iraq. T venture to point out that arbitration in these 
conditions could have no hope of success. Provision must. if Nejd and Traq are to 
Choose one or more arbitrators each, be wade for the selection of a neutral arbitrator, 
as otherwise a majority. vote could not be assured. The usual practice is, for 
the Goveruments concerned to arrange the appointment by agreement of an 
additional or neuteal arbitrator, ‘The parties to the dispute should, moreover, agree 
imadyance to acwopt the decision ofthe majority of thearbitrators 
jun authorised to suggest ax an alternative course for your \ s 
Besiearuien tse mppointns of Je arbitrator of high repute to be selected by 
ween the parties to the dispute 
ABreSPOT sould be grata if yout Majecty would be good enotigh to explain the 
precise meaning of condition 6 in paragraph 12 of letter No. 31/12. 


va ies FH. W. STONEHEWER-BIRD. 








(B 1035/381/91) 


Mr. Stonchewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received February 26.) 
(No 45) 
Sir, Jeddah, February 9, 1929. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Acting Minister for Foreign Adaire 
‘sought an interview with me to-day to discuss the question of Soviet activities with 
regard to this country, 

2. Fuad Hamza informed me that he was instructed by the King to explain 
the policy adopted by him towards the Soviet Government and the reasons which bad 
inspired that policy 

3. The King fully realised that the Hejaz might easily be m a centre of 
anti-British cropneunta by Soviet agents who might seck to inatil their ideas into 
the minds of Indian pilgrims. His Government had therefore received very strict 
instructions to watch the movements of agents and to ensure that no propaganda was 
carried on against Great Britain. T replied that though I did not wish in any way 
to detract from the value of this proof of the King's friendship, the prevention of 
the spread of Bolshevik doctrines in the Hejaz was a matter of almost equal moment 
in the interests of the Hejaz itself, as, were that country known to be a centre of 
Propaganda both the British Indian id the Dutch pilgrimage could not fail to 
declin 
_ 4. Faad Hamza admitted that it was to the interests both of Hix Majesty's 
Government and the Hejaz that Soviet activity in the Hejar should be carefully 
Watched. “He assured me that there wax nothing to fear on that scare. The Soviet 

yernment had, however, evolved a more insidious scheme for gaining favour with 
the people and pilgrims in the Hejaz and undermining British intorests, namely, 
by sending to the Hejaz condigaments of produce, sugar, flour. &c., for sale at much 
lower rates than those prevailing in the market for winilax Indian commodities. The 
King had #0 far placed every obstacle in the way of unloading and selling of Soviet 
goods in the Hejaz. The latost instance was that of tho Soviet ship” Kommunist,"* 
which had arrived four days before in Jeddah with a considerable cargo. She had 
sailed without being permitted to unlond a single bale The King was acting, in hit 
own view, against the commercial intorests of the country in prohibiting the import 
of cheap commodities; he wax also laying himself open ta celui by the pilgrims 
who wore asked to pay higher prices for Indian produce. Hix sole object in pursuiny 
thie policy was his desire to do nothing which might in any way harm Britia 
interests. At the same time he could not reconcile it to his conscience that by 10 

he was causing material losx to hin people. a 

5. “T roplied that, while I fol justified in saying that Hie Majesty's Govern 

would fully appreciate thia mark of Hix Majesty's loyalty and friendship, 1 

red to make two observations: one, that the attempt of the Soviet. to avkt 
British Indian trade would meet with strong opposition from the lending merchants, 
moat of whom had been for years in business relations with India, and neither could 
por Roald lightly transfer their allegiance; secondly, the Soviet could not aford 
indefinitely to supply goods at Jes than their economic price; those shipmenta of 
heap goods were, as ho himself realined, merely propaganda whereby the Soviet 


ryt to gain a footing: Once that footing had been gaibed it appeated probable that 


the price of the goods for sale would reach a normal level. As regards my first. point, 
Fhad assured me that but for the Government prohibition, many of the lendity 
merchants were quite prepared to take up the Soviet goods a« a considerable profit 
was uo be made theres 
id wished to assure me that no considerations had Weighed with the Kiny 
his desire to be loyal to his old-time friendship with Great Tritain, Te 
he was to continue in this course he would ask for some mark of appreciation 
from His Majesty's Government to compensate for the material loss which his policy 
was cansing to the country. T asked Fuad what form he considered this inark of 
appreciation should take. | He replied that the King Teft this to the generosity of 
His Majesty's Government. He wished to avoid any appearance of bargaining, bit 
he wished His Majesty's Government to be fully aware that his present policy 
mursued in the interests of Great Britain was causinu gain to the latter and Ios to 
im, and he felt sure His M: Government would see the justice of his request 
that the talance should be adjusted in order that he might prove to his people that 
some benefit had accriied to them from this latest mark of his friendship. Presemd 
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further, Fuad Hamza thought that the conclusion of a commercial agreement with 
the balance of benefits on the side of the Hejax would mect the case, but that the 
King wished the suguestion to come from His Majestys Government I promised 
to lay His Majesty's view hefore you for consideration 
T have, & 
I W. STONEHEWER-BIRD, 





{E 1037/210/91 


Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received February 2.) 


Jeddah, Febreary 10, 1929. 

I HAVE the honour to report that 1 have carefully studied Sir Ronald 
Graham's despatch No. 022 of the 27th December Inst, a copy of which accompanied 
your despateh No. 6 of the Oth ultimo. 

2 T prestume, though the fact does not clearly appear. that the proposal of 
the Ttalian Government is for the creation of a court for non- Moslems as opposed to 
Moslems, and not for foreigners as opposed to Hejazi subjects. While the number 
of non-Moslems in the Hejaz, exclusive of foreign representatives and their staffs 
does not far exceed twenty, the number of Moslems who can claim foreign 
nationality or protection probably amounts to at least 70 per cent. of the total urban 
popnlation of the Hejaz, As capitulatory rights have been in practice waived, there 
is no hope of obtaining special treatmient for non-Hejazi Moslems, nor, in my 
‘opinion, is there any special justification for it. The Hejax is by its nature a purely 

fowlem State, and since the accession of fbn Saud every endeavour has been made 
to conduct it on purely religious lines. No objection ean, in the absence of eapitula. 
tory privilege, be raised to the trial ty Koranic law of Moslems, whether Italian, 
Dutch of British subjects or protégés, though in a case of miscarriage of justice of 
unduly harsh punishment the consul’ of the foreign national concerned inay, and 
does often, intervene with the desired result 

3. The King, though a strict Wahabi, ix neither « fanatic himself nor are his 

resent advisers fanatics. is counsellors are tor the most part men who have been 
in close contact with Western idews. Since his accession, the number of occasions 
‘on which barbarous penalties have been inflicted is infinitesimal. ‘The knowledge 
that the provisions of the Koran will be strictly adhered to has resulted in an almost 
complete eradication of petty crime in the Hejaz. Ibn Saud is dependent for his 

jroaperity not only on the good opinion of the Moslem world, but also of the 
Furopean Cowern from. whose’ dominions are «trawn the bulk’ of the revettue 
producing pilgrims. Tt it most unlikely, therefore. that be would alienate foreign 
opinion by barbarous treatment of a Christian, ‘There is, moreover. little likelibood 
of any member of the carefully chosen Christian community in the Hejax committing 

offence punishable by the lopping off of a limb, 
4. In the case of a serions criminal charge, ¢.9., of murder, the position would 
edly be difficult. If, haps concelvagle, the Hejaz Government might 
prefer to hand over to this Azency an Englishman convicted of murder rather than 
execute hit in the Hejaz, no one of His Majesty's courts at home or abroad would 
be competent to deal with him, and I do not clearly understand in virtue of what 
owers aft Ttalian who has committed a crime in the Yemen can be sent for trial to 
Eritrea, ‘The likelihood of the perpetration of a serious crime hy a member of the 
‘mall and well-behaved colony is, T hope, remote, though with the introduction of 
motor cars into the country there is always the risk of accidental homicide 

5. As regards civil offences, unless a situation is grossly mishandled, as was 
the of the ftalian shipping agent by the acting Italian consul it is imptobable that 
‘ Christian will be called upon to appear before a local court. By adopting an 
intransigent attitude, M. Fares forced the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs into 
a declaration of policy, and, but for the prompt and efficient action taken by 
‘Mr. sJakins, there is no doubt that M. Gantes would have had to appear before the 
Sharia Court and a most undesirable precedent have been set 

6, In the conditions at present obtaining, I do not feel that there is any urgent 
necessity for the creation of a special court. “The question would he very difficult 
of approach. The Hejaz Government would not fail to regard a request for the 





31 


special treatment of Christians as an attempt to reintroduce a capitulatory.réyi 
If, however, it is considered that the risk to which Christians, if subject Lo Ki 
law, might be exposed in the event of a complete change of policy in the 
Jostifies a present attempt to secure special treatment, the only argument at the 
disposal of His Majesty's Government would appear to be that, in the absen 
urt. of justice other than a purely religious court, the Hejaz Government are 
position to carry out the stipalations of article 5 of the Treaty of Jeddah, 
Which provides for the treatment of British subjects in the Hejaz in accordance with 
the principles of international law. This argument could not, in my opinion, be 
used with mnch hope of success. Moreover, the statement quoted by His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Rote from the Itabian note cerbale that the Koran does not apply 
to infidels raises very intricate questions of interpretation. It is true that it in the 
practice of the Wahiabis to call all—even other Moslems-—who are not of their own 
Particalar yect by the name of *infidel,"’ but I think that there is little doubt that 
a Wahabi ulema wonld support the claim which Sule finds in the fifth sura of the 
Koran, that the revelation of the Prophet is more fall and explicit than the Jaw of 
Moses ot the Gospel, and therefore sete aside those laws by which until his advent 
Wak Christians were judged. The point is one on which an authoritative 
Wababi opinion, which it would be indiscreet for me to attempt to seek in Jeddah, 
7. To raise in any form the question of o special court for Christinns sist, i 
Appeiirs to me, neensrarily result in an open abandonment of onpitulatory, rehee 
by all Powers. Capitulations have, T believe, in jractice been abandoned by all 
foreign Powers. Every contract drawn up by the Hojaz Government for signature 
by a foreign firm contains the stipulation that disputes arising thereunder shall be 
Feferred to the local courts, Thus, while all Governments whose nationals are in 
commercial relations with the Hejaz may have been tacitly committed to the abolition 
of Capitalations, T gather that no Government has made an open deelaration to this 
effect, ax by vo doing they would definitely have closed the door 
Tesumption of capitulatory privile 
the Hejaz, The expediency, the 
result of forcing all Governth 
Capitulation ix doubtful 
5. While T do not consider that the creation of « «pecial Court in necessary at 
the present juncture, nor that a proposal to the Hojaz Government for itn entablish- 
would meet with a satisfactory response, I feel that an appropriate moment 
iuight be chonen for raising the question of the re-establishment of the Mejlinut 
Tujar, which functioned until last year for the hearing of purely commercial canes 
The Koran makes no provision for the type of ease whichis Nkely to aro at the 


present day . for example, involving bills of exchange, payment against 
documents ilar modern commercial instruments. A request, therefore, {or 
the reinsti of the Mejlis-nt-Tisjar on grounds of commercial expediency and 
as being ax moch in the interests. of Hejezis as of foreigners might, perhaps, 


reasonably be made. The reestablishment of this court would have the lffect’ of 
withdrawing Enropean firms and individuals from the jurisdiction of the Sharin 
Court in commercial matters, and the fact that thoy were so withdrawn might, in 
the rare event of a Christian being accused of a criminal offence, be used as an 
argument in favout of hit trial by a special court, wa the Government could not then 
acieue that the only justice administered in the country is that Inid down in the 
9. "The question would, T feel, best be broached privately with the King if and 
when a suitable opportinity occurs” T feel strongly that any ailicial represestations 
would, while the recent incident still rankles in the mind of Pi ul Hamza, be doomed 
T have, &o 
F! H.W. STONEHEWER-BIRD, 
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(EB 1038/3/91 No. 34 


Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received February 26.) 


(No. 48) 

Bh, Jedda, February 10, 1929 

... | HAVE the hohonr to transmit herewith a translation of a letter received from 
King Thn Saud on the subject of article 6 of the Bahra Agreement. Thu Saud asks 
whether the condition attached to this clause by His Majesty's Government in their 
communication of the 16th November last, confirmed in Mr, Jakins's note of the 
Sth January (Jedda despatch No. 18 of the 6th January), is to be regarded by him 
as having been imposed by force or whether it is an interpretation of article 6. If the 
latter, Thn Saud asks how His Majesty's Government's interpretation can be read 
into the wording of the article, 

2. Thu Saud did not ask for a declaration to the effect that British tro 
Trag were to be included in the meaning of Lraq troops in any doubt that they 
included, but merely that the declaration should confirm the justice of his protest 
‘against the crossing of his territory by British aeroplanes and cars. Tt was agreed at 
Bahra that, though ciroumstances might occur to necessitate the pursuit of the 
raiders by the raided, it was not right that the frontiers should be crowed, Tn the 
case of all raids which may occur, the raiders alone should be punished and not 
the innocent inhabitants of the territories from which they came. 

3. As the condition recently attached is in contradiction with the text of the 
lause, Ton Sind requests His Majesty's Government to withdraw it, Tf, in the 
meantime, any attack is made on his territories for any reason whatever, he must 
rogard it as a breach of agreement and an act of aggression 

4. On my return from leave, Fuad Hamza took an early opportunity of 
discussing this question. | The Hjax, Government, fully” understood what was 
intended by the statement that the attitude of Hix Majesty’s Government with regard 
to article 6 of the Treaty of Bahra remained as was stated in paragraph 6 of the 
‘communication addressed to His Majesty on the 16th November, but could not admit 
the right of His Majesty's Government to attach a condition to the clause of an 
agreement already signed. I replied that I thought he had perhaps slightly mined 
the point Tis Biajes y's Government had not attached any condition to the article 
itself, but had attached a condition to the inclusion of British troops under its scope. 
His Majesty's Government had ceded a point to Tbn Sand, but had ceded it 
conditionally. Fond replied that Tbn Sand did not regard the matter in thi« light 
Justice demanded that British troops in Iraq should be regarded ax the forces of 
Taq. and Thn Saud never had any doubt in his mind that they were so rogarded by 
His Majesty's Government. Therefore, any condition attached to their inclusion in 
the scope of article 6 had the effect of nullifying the article 

5, [replied that articte 6 contemplated raids and the pursuit of r 
the frontier, Tt did not contemplate incursions on a vast wale amounting to urmod 
attacks. Tis Majesty's Government was not limiting the scope of article 8, but 
was providing against two eventualities which were not contemplated under that 
article: (1) An organised attack in force which Hix Majesty was unwilling to 
prevent, i... an aggression amounting in fact to an act of war; and (2) an incursion 
which His Majesty was unable to prevent, é., an aggression resulting on a rovolt 

ainst His Majesty's authority. It was in these special circumstances only that 
His Majesty's Government reserved the right of pursuit over the frontier Fuad 
said that In the event of war it was obvious that agreements would not te 
Dinding—this fact was understood, and there was no necessity to tack on to 
article 6 a provision to this effect which, whatever its intention, had the effect of 
nullifying the article. Fuad further asked who was to decide whether Tbn Sand had 
been unable or unwilling to probibit the incursion. The wovereignty of Nejd wou 
if Thu Saud accepted the condition, be at the mercy of Captain Glubb, whose alarmist 
reports, based on Bedouin rumours, might at any time result in the crossing of the 
frontier. 

6 The outcome of Captain Glubb’s recent report of a probable attack 
sanctioned by Thn Saud had been the despatch of a note (Mr. Jakins's note of the 
Sth January), reminding His Majesty that British forces had the right to cross the 
frontier in certain circumstances. This amounted almost to a threat. T assured 
Fund that His Majesty's Government and not Captain Glubb was the responsible 
authority. As regards the supposed threat, he had misunderstood the intention of 
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His Majesty's Government, which was to give His Majesty early. war 
alleged intention of Nejd tribes to raid fraq in order that His Majesty might hims 
take such measures as would render recourse to action hy British forces unnecessary 

7. 1 expressed surprise that, if, as I supposed, the condition attached to the 
inclusion of British troops under article 6 had, when Sir Gilbert Clayton drew 
attention to it, been accepted by His Majesty, objection should be raised to its 
inclusion in a communication frotn His Majesty's Government. Fuad Hamza 
astounded me by replying that be hnd no recollection of the condition i 
beet mentioned” T bul this statement difficult to credit, ax it is expresaly stated in 
the uncorrected record of proceodings (a copy of which Sir Gilbert Clayton left me 
pending the receipt of the final account of the proceedings) that Sir Gillert Clayton 
made this point clear at the first meeting of the resumed negotiations in August last, 
Fuad said that he would prefer, before discussing the matter further, to consult his 
‘own records, He had taken down the statements of Sir Gilbert Clayton almost 
verbatim, and he was convinced that he could not have missed so important a passage, 
He daly consulted his minutes, and confirmed his statement that there was no record 
of any mention of a provision According to his notes, Sir Gilbert Clayton bad 
merely stated that he was able to assure His Majesty that His Majesty's Government 
intended to observe article 6 of the Bahra Agreement, and ised that Hin 
‘Majesty's forves in Iraq were covered by its provisions. I conld not belp feeling hat 
he must have missed this point in the conversation. He arsured me that it was tot x0; 
how could a statement of that nature, touching, as it did, the sovereignty of Nejd, 
have been allowed to pass uncommented upon by His Majesty. I replied that, in the 
face of this grave misunderstanding, we could do nothing but refer the matter to his 

jesty’s Government. 

8. Thave addressed a copy of thix despatch, with its enclosure, to His Majesty's 
High Commissioner for Traq, 

Thave, &e. 
F. BH. W. STONEHEWER-BIRD. 


Enclosure in No. 34. 


Ibn Saud to Mr. Stonchewer-Bird. 


Aftor Compliments. Jedda, January 2, 1920. 

IN reply to your Excellency’s letter of the 5th January, we wish 'to know the 
opinion of the British Government regarding the question of the condition they make 
in respect of the sixth clause, whether it is a condition dictated by power only, or is it 
‘one dictated by the agreed clause. If this condition is to be fouind in the clause, we 
teg the British Government to show us the term from which this meaning can bo 
understood 

2. We did not ask the British Government whether this clause includes British 
forces in Iraq and Transjordan because we thought it does not include them, for we 
fare sure that it does include them, even if the Inst declaration had not been received. 
Our intention in this reminder of their inclusion is that it may support the contention 
in our protest against the unlawful act committed by British aeroplanes and motor 
cars in our territories, and nothing else. ‘ 

3. The treaty in which the sixth clause is mentioned considered that raids 
might perhaps take place, and thus decided on certain fixed measures for them, such 
as trial, punishment, compensation, and so on. Tt also foresaw that the neces 
might arise to compel the raided to pursue the criminal in the territories of the other 
country. The negotiators considered that this was not permissible, and they 
therefore laid down the sixth clause. This was the proposal to us by Sir Gilbert 
Clayton at Bahra to which we agreed. 

“We are doing our utmost to prevent raids, and we expect the two 
neighbouring Governments similarly to do their best to prevent them, If any raids 
are committed after this, it is the guilty who should be punished, and not the 
neighbouring territories or peaceful inhabitants who have committed no offence 
according to the text of the treaty. : 5 

3. As the clanse clearly forbids the pursuit of criminals in the territories of 
the other Government, we consider that the Intest condition recently made by. the 
British Government contrary to the text of the clause, and if ever it occurs it will be 
counted an infraction of it, We therefore request the British Government to 
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recorisider their reply in the knowledge that if any attack is made on our territories 
for any reason whatever, it cannot be interpreted except as an infraction of the 
agreement and obvious aggression which can have no justification 
‘This is what we beg you to communicate to the British Government and inform 
usof their reply. 
With respects. 
(Seal of Ibn Saud.) 





(B 1173/54/91) No, 35, 


ke Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receleed March 5.) 
(No. 51) 
Telegraphic.) Cairo, March 4, 192%. 
ON. EORETARY of State for Forsign Affairs states that Imam Yahia 
has weitten to King Fuad asking lattor in general terms to assist Yemenis in Egypt. 
King Fund is sending a complimentary answer by a certain Hussein Hosni, 
formerly Egyptian consul at Naples. Under-Secretary of State said choice of routes 
‘and that Egyptian Government preferred to have 
to Us to facilitate envay's journey from Aden to the Yemen, and would be 
fal if 1 could hita_a letter of introduction to Governor of m for that 
purpose, He is leaving for Suez, to-morrow 
Undee-Secrotary of State said that Hussein Hosni would make a report on the 
situation of Yemenis, chictly from the commercial point of view, and that Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs would let us have any interesting information thus obtained, 
Under-Secretary of State intimated confidentially that the King’s first izpulse 
‘on receipt of Imam's letter had been to appoint an Egyptian consul in the Yemen, 
but that Hix Majesty had since been dissuaded by the argument as to lack of Egyptian 
interests there. 
Oriental secretary, to whem communication vas verbally made, expressed some 
wurprine at sudden deapateh of this envoy, 
Egyptian mission in the Yemen at this moment might be interpreted ax an 
i-Britiah and an antl d gesture. King Fuad'® desire to play a part in 
Ne aged, On the other hand, it would be a 
delicat 
1 propose, therefore, merely to refrain from giving letter of recommendation 
asked for anid to let Minister for Foreign Affairs know that T regard this precipitate 
mission with misgiving, in that it may be interpreted ax Egyptian interference in 
‘Arabian affairs. 1 should be grataful for your viows by telegraph, 
You will doubtless telegraph the necessary instructions to Aden ditvet regarding 
question of facilities for journey of Exyptian eavoy 
(Repeated to Aden, ath March.) 





(1B 113373/91) No. 36. 


Acting High Commisrigner for Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies — 
(Communicated to Foreign Office, March &.) 
(No, 92) 
(Telographio,) P. Bagdad, March 3, 192. 
OUR to five: hundred: Aihwan raiders attacked Iraq shepherd tribe, Beni 
Malik, near Koweit this morning. Aeroplanes followed up raiders and came in 
cantact aban 20-miles south of Koweit. Raiders opened heary fie, killing one ire 
loss operator, and were bombed and machine-gunned with good results. ‘This is the 
fourtir raid on Iraq tribes within six weeks, ns it-now appears that, as well as raidiny 
at Lauq, reported in my telegram No. 87 (No. 228 to Bushire. and .Jedda), ‘dated 
the 25th February, there was a taid on Iraq Shammar at Gaisuma in Nejd op the 
1th February, Tbr Saud was; according to information sent by him in letter to 
Sheikh of Koweit, to leave Riyadh for Qasim with all his forces on the 
35th Febraary: Object of movement was not stated, but most likely object seeins to 
be attempt to secure control of tribes. “It is, therefore, the most desirable that strong 
protest azninst these repeated attacks on frag tribes may be made to him at omce. 
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(E 1133/3/91] No. 


Sir R. Lindsay (for the Secretary of State) to Mr. Stonehewer-Bird (Jedda 


Akhwan raid on Traqi Beni Malek 1 

You should immediately inform Hejazi Government of facts respecting raid 
of 3rd March and make strong, protest against this attack on Iraqi tribesmen. 

‘You should at the same time lodge protest in respect of raid on Iraqi tribes in 
Koweit territory on 21st January, referred to in Bagdad telegram No. 58 to Colonial 
Office of Gth February, and express the confident expectation of His Majesty's 
Government that the Hejazi Government will take immediate steps to put a stop to 
this raiding of Iraqi tribesmen, (End of R.) 


(Confidential) 

Although these raids took place in Koweit territory it is not at present desired 
to protest on behalf of Sheikh of Koweit, and your representations should be made 
simply on the ground of the attacks on Traqi subjects: 





(E 1156/3/91 No. 38 


Sir R. Lindsay (for the Secretary of State) to Mr. Jakins (deddu), 


(No. 26) 

(Telegraphic) RB. Foreign Oftoe, March 8, 1020 
MY telogram No. 23 of Sth March: Akhwan raids on Iraqi tribes in Koweit 
You should address to Hejaxi Government further strong protest ayninet attack 

‘on Iraqi Zayyind tribe in Nejd territory on 19th Febraary, reported in Bagdad 

telegram No, 87 to Colonial Office of 25th February, repeated to vou as No. 208. 
You should add that His Majesty's Government must ask Tor punishment of 

riders responsible for this attack and for those in Koweit territory on 21st January 

and Std March, and for adequate compensation for losses suffered by Traqi tribes 
in each «nse 





(iE 1272/3/91) 
Mr, Jaking to Sir Austen Chamborlain—(Received March 10.) 


(No, 29.) 
Yedda, March 10, 1920, 


(Telegeaphic.) 

MY despatch No. 16 of Sth January 

T have to-day received letter dated Let March from Ibn Saud, in which he admits 
that a raid may have occurred or will occur 

He attributes the fact that some of his subjects have been led to disobey his 
‘orders (thus forcing him to take strong measures in spite of his conviction that Traq 
Started the trouble) to (1) action of people in Iraq, particnlarly: Captain Glubb; 
(2) concentrations and military demonstrations on frontier; (3) rumour spread of 
tecession of Feisal-ed-Dawish to Iraq; (4) Iraq money paid by Glubb to spies sent 
to tell Nejdi that Thn Saud had a working agreement with Hix Majesty's Govern- 
ment against his own subjects. r 

‘King announces his departure on 1st March for Qasim at the head of n force to 
Jook into incidents which have occurred with Iraq, and to punish all. those guilty 
of attack. 

Thn Sand regrets present dangerous situation, and calls His Majesty's Govern- 
went to sritness how he sufers from the course followed by some of their oficiala 
in Ira 

(Repeated to Bagdad and Jerusalem, No. 31.) 





[zo4ast 





[ B 1245 /543/91) No. 40, 
M. Bordonaro to Sir R. Lendsay.—(Ieeeived March 11.) 


Talian Embassy, London, 
My dear Sir Ronald, March 1, 1929, 

REFERRING to the conversation T liad the pleasure of haviag with you the other 
day on the political relations between Soviet Russia and the Yemen, I beg to enclose 
herewith a résumé of the Treaty of Friendship and Commerce recently concluded at 
Sanna, 

‘The information concerning the treaty are based only on an official communiqué 
of the Soviet Government published in Moscow, whose contents were brought to 
the knowledge of the Italian Clovernment by our Embassy in Russia. No official 
communication has been given till now by the Imam of the Yemen to the Italian 
Government. 

1 remain, &. 
A. BORDONARO, 


Enolosure in No. 40. 


Treaty of Friendship and Commeree beticeen the Union of Soviet Socialiet Republice 
‘and the Yemen. 
(Translation. y 

THE treaty contemplates the establishment of friendly relations between the two 
countries and the development of trate 

Tt comprises a preamble, five articles aud a concluding section, 

It is stated in the introduction that narioal and official relations are established 
botween the two countries and are to be of a friendly character. 

The treaty shall mark the commencement of economic ties between the two 
counitrien, 

‘The introductory statement finally contemplates further negotiations for the 
development and extension of economic relations. 

Article 1 develops the subject mentioned in the introduction ae regards the 
resumption of official relations. ‘The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics recognise 
tho comploto and absolute independence of the Yemen. ‘The Yemen Government, on 
their part, emphasixe how much they appreciate the attitude of the Soviet Government, 
not only as regards themselves, but also towards the other peoples of the East. The 
exchange of diplomatic representatives between the two States will only take: placo 
when the Yemen admits auch representatives generally, 

Article 2 deals with commercial questions. The citizens of the contracting parties 
sholl havo the right to pursue commercial activities in the territory of the twa States, 
carefully observing the local laws. ‘The citizens of the partios shall, in virtue of the 
principle of complete equality strictly observed in the Eastern policy of the Union of 
Roviot Socialist Hepublics, be subject to the local jurisdiction. ‘The parties undertake 
to accord to the respective citizens in their commercial pursuits the facilities proscribed 
by tho local laws. 

Article 3 is of formal character, and concerns the entering into force of the 
asaty. The tray is valid from the date of the exchangy of ratieations. | The Z 
have ratified the treaty, and the Yemen ratification takes place by means of the allixing 
of the Royal weal. 

‘Article 4 deals with the duration of the treaty, which is concluded for ten years. 

Article 5 and the concluding parts are entirely of a formal character and ‘concern 
the signature, 

‘The treaty was signed at Sanaa on the Ist November, 1923, by M. Astachoff, 
representing the Soviet Government, and by the Cadi Mohamined Rahib, representing 
the Imam of the Yemen, 

Tn secordance with article 3 of the treaty, the Contral Executive Committee of 
the Union of Saviet Socialist Republics ratified it on the 23rd January. 1929. 








(E 1473/3/91 No. 41 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chomberlain—(Received March 19.) 
) 
legraphic.) R. Jeida, March 19, 1929. 
MY despatch No. 44. 
T have received the following letter from Ibn Saud -— 

* Your letter of 3th February, in which you enquire about the difficulty His 
Majesty's Government see in making the mimber of arbitrators equal for both 
sides, 

" We do not believe difficulties will arise to prevent agreement in solution 

f this problem in a manner which will remove these fears If British and Trnq 
Governments agree to basis we laid down for arbitration, When we receive 
reply of His Majesty's Government on this we will be able to consider the 
question of arbitrators and their umber, 

“The intention of paragraph 6, clause 12, of our letter No. 31/12 is, as 
wwe indicated in the same paragraph, that any difficulty which would canse harm 
to either party should be considered.” 





(E 1474/3/91 No, 42. 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Recaived March 19) 


(Nos. 33 and 34.) 
(Telegraphic Jeuda, March 19, 1929 
MY telegr 
reign Affairs for an explanation of the King’s letter, 

What did Th Saud imagine our notes to be if not the replies of His Majesty's 
Government? The K promed for erly solution, yet here we were back in the 
postion from which we started last December. ‘The uifortunate impression would 

created that the ‘winbed to temporise. Minister for Foreign Affairs waa 
dumb, On being pressed he said he could make no suggestion, he knew no more than 
T id and his private lewer to Yusuf Yasin had produced nothing.” He relled ou 
His Majesty's Government to find a solution 


(R.) [tis possible that Ibn Sand wishes His Majesty's Government to state which 
of his conditions are accapted as they stand—that, for instance, if No. 4 in King’s 
letter 31/12 of 10th Decomber is accepted he will concur in His Majesty's Govern= 
ment's views about No, 1, ‘This is what may be intended by the reference to 

receiving a reply from His Majesty's G 

Alternative, which has been in the mind of Minister for Foreign Affairs, is that 
His Majesty’s Government should forward their counter.proposnls. He hankers 
after an agreement similar to that between United States and Holland of 
25rd January, 1925, about the Island of Palms 

If Thn Sand returns to Jeddah (through Medina as last year) it would be possible 
for me to see him personally on the matter. (End of R.) 





E 1458/3/91) Nov 43. 


Mr. Jaking to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Received March 19.) 
(No. 35.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Jedda, March 19, 1929. 
UM-EL-QURA " states that, reverting tw his former practice, Ibn Saud has 

ordered Royal review and inspection of all Nejd troops. It adda that there is 
nothing to necessitate mobilisation or fighting at present 

Saime newspaper continues its acrid comments on Glubb, and adds: “ Nejd has 
uot decided to fight Iraq, but Nejd is not bound to Traq by any obligation or agrees 
tuent, She ie making up ber mind, and, when the opportunity presents itself. will 
not hesitate to attain her desires. ‘This statement is in the nature of a communique 
made to avoid trouble and is in the interests of peace and not war.”” 








[E 1477/1477/91 No. #4 
Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received March 1%.) 
freiegeap hic) Cairo, March 19, 1928 
RELATIONS between Hejaz and Egypt are geting worse owing to King of 
gypt's refusal to recognise Ibn Saud. ‘The latter retaliated hy refusing to adiait 
if Egyptian consul, especially in connexion with service of judici 
s, unless Egypt would accord similar status to the Hejaz agent in C Sir) 
whom Egyptian Government. igno ally, Hafez Wahba proposed question of 
formal status should be left im abeyance until atmosphere beeame clearer, but that, 
meanwhile, Egyptian consul in Jedda and Hejaz representative in Cairo should | 
allowed to treat with Hejaz and Egyptian authorities on all the usual. matters 
without having the status formally conferred. This offer, recognised by Egyptian 
Ministry for Foreign Aflairs as reasorable, has been rejected by the King of Ezypt; 
who now persists in withdrawing acting Exyptian consul from Jedd on the groun 
that he may be exposed to an affront in view of present strained relations. Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs states withdrawal will be effected unobtrusively, ¢.y., acting 
‘consul will be transferred elsewhere and not replaced, consulate being left in the care 
of an archivist 
(Repeated to Jeddah) 





(EB 1319/3/91) No. 45. 
Mr. Jakins to Sie Austen Chamberlain —(Received March 22.) 


Jedda, March 21, 1929. 

IN SAUD agrees to general conditions of proposed arbitration, but augusta 
that Sere 1 St may letter should be included! in conditions to be observed by 
arbitrator and should read: "The arbitrator will examine only those claims which 
fate proved to him ax haying been reported at the time of the raid by the Government 
hove aubjects wore raided to the other Government, and he will not consider any 
Glaims submitted to him without such proof, whether presented by Nejd or by 
Tenn oration Yo included, he ia prepared to accept what is written in the 
letter. 

(Repeated to Jerusalem.) 


(No, 87,) 
(etographic) 





[1B 1542/63/91) No. 46 
Mr. Jaking to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Recvived March 22. 


{elegy Jedda, March 22, 1929 
(TeleRESPING Minister for Foreign Affairs states that ho has been informed that 
between Ist and middle of Shaban (12th January to 26th January), Shereef Shaker, 
athgal Faiz and Shahr-bin-Hiadid in two motor cars penetrated four days’ distance 
into Nejd, urging Transjordanian tribes to withdraw from Wady Sirhan. Many 


ithdrew to Transjordanian frontier. “4 
svete for Foreign Affaits is not concerned with withdrawal, but objects to 


high, official 1 sees wo enon betsy without first obtaining permissios 
ie ‘u 10bF were ui 

Pare rardedingly lolgesn protest, and requests that steps will be taken to preveat 

‘similar occurrences in future unless Hejaz Government first grants permission. 
(Repeated to Jerusalem.) 








[E 1583/94/91 


Mr. Stonehewer-Bird to Sir Austen Chamberlain {Received March 20,) 


0. 63.) 
‘ir, Jeddah, March 1, 1929. 
L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my report on the situation in the 
Hejaz for the period the Iet to the 25th February, 162 
2. Copies of this report have’ been sent to Egypt, Bagdad, Jerusalem (2), 
Jerosalem for transmission to the Royal Air Force Officer Commanding in Palestine 
and Transjordan, Beirut, Damascus. Aden, Delhi, Singapore, Khartum, through 
Port Sudan, Lagos (2), the Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea Sloops. 
T have, ate. 
F. H. W. STONEHEWER-BIRD. 


Enclosure in No. 47 
Jeddah Report for the Period February 1 to 2, 1920, 


MORE than balf of Ramadan is past, yet there have been no startling rumours, 
hor does the situation in Nejd appear to arouse any interest, in spite of the deter- 
mived efforts of the editor of the “UnielQura " to focus public attention on the 
differences between Iraq and Nojd. Tn his recent articles on Iraq, Yusuf Yassin 

tly changed his line of attack. AM Arabs are brothers, whether Traqi oF 

di, all save those who have been tainted with Western ideas have one ideal—the 
freedom and unity of Atabia, A Western Power alone stands in the way of this 
unity, | Ware the” Um-el-Quea "a paper of any influence or of more than restricted 
circulation, exoeption right well be taken to the tone of these articles, which embody 

‘tation to Traq to throw off the Western yoke. But to protest iyainst Yassuf 

Yapourings in the Hejaz prees is to give both him and hix paper an 

ince whioh they are far fron deserving. 

Tn the issue of the 15th February the question of Nejdi relations with Iraq 
and ‘Tranajordan ia for once abandoned in favour of a lobg dissertation on. the 
question of the Hojaz Railway. The writer finds an excuse for reverting to this 

vertion in the statement recently made in Parliamont on the mubject of tho Iaith 
Conference by His Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies..-The Hojaz point 
of view is exposed at length,  Hojazis regard the railway axa Wakf, and consider 
that no discussion of techisical matters can usefully be entered upon until the questions 
of the ownership and tnity of the line have heen mttied. ‘The Hejaz Governtoent, 
the writer states, is not interested in the line commercially. ‘They wish to derive no 
Profit from it, but, as a purely Islamic Goverment, they are bound first to rea 
a Wakf and to oppose any breach of the conditions under which that Wakf was 
founded, and, moreover, as keepers of the Holy Places, they are bound to.do all in 
their power to ensure the comfort of Moslems who perforin tho pilirimige, and one 
of the greatest sources of comfort would mndonbtedly be the reopening of the railway, 
No official reply has yet been received to the note addressed to the Hejaz Government 
in January, whereia they were informed that His Majesty's Government and the 
French Government were propared to reopen a conference for the discuasion of 
technical considerations, 

3. | The situation on the Nejd-Iraq frontier appenré to be unchanged, though 
disquieting reports of large concentrations of tribesmen and impending attacks on 
Iraq were received at Bagdad, A raid on the Zayyad tribe is reported to have taken 
Place on the 10th Febraary. Iraqi shepherds sho fled from the scene announced 
that thirty men had been killed and, all property looted, but ns yet no official co 
firmation thas been received. These reports have heen brought to the notice of the 
King and the Hejaz Government, who have been officially requested to take steps. 
to dishand the concentrations, and so remove all threat to the security of Iraq. The 
King has certainly no interest in the outbreak of trouble op the frontier ata time 
wien ‘his presice in the Hejar is indispensable, Tittle more than two months 

before Haj day, and the King cannot much longer delay hix departure from 
There is no definite news of his return to Mecca, though it is generally felt 
that he will arrive twfore the end of March. ¢ 7 





40 
4. ‘The question of the composition of the arbitration commission to decide on 
Irag-Nejd diflerences is still unsettled. A reply received from Ibu Saud to the uote 
‘asking for an explanation of his suggestions still leaves considerable doubt as to his 
wishes, aud a further note has been addressed to him on the subject. 

Permission has been obtained from Ibn Sand for the visit of a British air 
forve officer to inspect and report on the condition of the Hejaz aircraft and work- 
shop. It has been suggested that the officer should proceed to Jeddah by air, but 
the Hejaz Government see serious objections to the presence in Hejaz territory of 
foreign aircraft. ‘The proposed flight could, they feel, not fail to arouse comment 
und adverse criticisn in uninformed citvles and cause embarrassment to both Govern: 
ments, The Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has referred the matter to Ibn 
Saud, but has litle hope that His Majesty will accord his sanction. ; 

6. A Soviet ship, the steamship “ Kommunist,"" arrived on the Srd February 
with 1 eargo of bonzine, petrol, flour and sugar, which they hoped to land at Jeddah. 
‘The Hejaz Government refused permission, and the “ Kommunist '' proceeded to 
Hodeldah, where most of the eargo was discharged, - There are two explanations of 
the action of the Hejaz Government in refusing to allow Soviet ships to discharge 
eargo at Jeddah, ‘The abject of the Soviet in despatching to Arabia and selling at 
eas than cost price commodities which in many cases they can ill spare from Russia 
is political. By the establishment of regular commercial relations with the Hejaz, 
the Soviet will gain « firm footing in the country and can make use of these relations 
for the dissemination of propaganda; they can, moreover, pose as benefactors to 
Islam, in that they are providing pilgrims with cheap food-stufls. The second 
reason for the action of the Hejax Government is the strong opposition of the big 
importers of Indian produce, who stand to lose heavily by unfair competition from 
the Soviet. 

+ Tn opite of the presence in the Hojaz of over 30,000 pilgrims, trade is not 
flourishing. The Javanese, who alone have arrived in any numbers, are poor and 
not spending as in previous years, The pilgrimage is not ex to reach even 
the numbere attained last year, ‘The official figures are 31.942, as against 45,000 
At this period last year. — OF these, 30,000 are Javanese, 800 Thdians and the balance 


Malays. Few Javanese or Malays are now expected; thus, on these two sources alone, 

there is likoly to be a decrease of roughly 12,000. “A new Indian pilgrim ship, the 

““Ttahmani,”” ix expected on the Ist March, with 1,800 pilgrims on board. ‘The 

" Rahinani” is the Targest-and best-appointed ship yet ult specially for the 
luding 


pilgrimage. [te total carrying capacity is 1,773, incl thirty first and twenty 


‘second clans passengers, 

8, A toney order service is being inaugurated between India and the Hejaz 
Negotiations were conducted between the respective postal authorities, and have 
reaulted in the drawing up of an eat. | The agreement. has already. been 

igned by the Hojaz authorities, and has been forwarded for signature to Tndi 
‘The Helaz Government have suggested the Ist April as a suitable day for the 
introduction of the service. The Hejaz Government have not yet furnished the 
names of the delegates whom they propose to send tothe Post Conference in Landon 
in May, though Hafiz Wahba, feerally believed tobe one of the chosen 

9. The indefatigable Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs has thought it 
iecesary to introduce regulations regarding the circulation of bicycle, of, which 
the total number in the Hejaz probably does not exceed a few dozen. But the 

lation satisfies Fuad Hamza’s lust for law making, and incidentally brings in 
few pounds to the Government Treasury. A licence, renewable annually: must 
be obtalned from the municipal authorities by the applicant, at a cost of 2+. Failure 
to obtain a licence within the specified time entails the payment of a double fee. 
‘Number plates will be issued by the municipality at 1. each. Bells must be attached 
and lamps lighted at night, Motor bicycles must, in addition, carry rear lamps. 
Bicycles ua te ridden on the right hand side of the road. Non-compliance with 
these regulations is punishable by fine, not exceeding 4s. 

10,” A praiseworthy attempt to beautify Jeddah has been made by the planting 
of trees in the principal residential street. ‘The trees will have a hard struggle for 
gzistence between the nepletof the municipal aterer and the pressing attention of 
tu oats. 

"During the period under review, one female slave of Abyssinian origin was 
repatriated to Massawa, 





[E 1389/3/91 No. 48. 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Je 
teeter to Mr. Jakins (Jeddah). 
Sir. Foreign Office, Mareh 27, 192 
Mr. BIRD'S despatches Nos. 43 of the 7th February, on and 48 of the Toth 
‘ebruary, his tel ‘Nos. 20 and 21 of the 10th February, and your telegram 
‘No. 29 of the L0th March, transmitted various complaints from King Ibn Saud, and 
from the Acting Hejazi Minister for Foreign Affairs, in respect of (1) the action 
taken by British aircraft against the abortive raid of Ibn Ashwan against Triqi 
shepherd tribes on the 20th December last; (2) the general conduct of Captain Glubb 
in his administration of the southern desert area of Iraq; and (3) the interpreta 
Placed by His Majesty's Goverument on article 6 of the Bahra. Agreement. 7 
iainits have been considered by His Majesty's Government, in co i 
the High Commissioner for Traq, with the following result :— inate sot 


2 The question of the raid of Ibu Ashwan on the 29th December last was dealt 
with in paragraph 2 of Tho Saud's note of the 22nd January, of which a translation 
was enclosed in Mr. Bird's despatch No. 43 of the 7th February.” As you will have 
seen from Sir G, Clayton's telegram No. 98 of the 5th March to the Colonial Office, 
repeated to you as No, 25, the statements made by Ibn Sand in this note are not 
accurate The fact that Tha Ashwan's party were riding within Iraqi territory two 
gi, camel, unencumbered by baggage, and opened fre o British aireralt before the 
latter attacked them is in itself conclusive evidence of the fact that the party were not 
peaceful shepherds, as represented by Ibn Saud, You should accordingly address 
Hote Tn Saud inthis sense in reply to paragraph 2 of His Majesty's note of 

xl January, and add that His Majesty's Government cannot accept his version 
of the incident and must repudiate the claim for compensation which His Majesty has 
pit ees 38 connexion therewith On the contrary His Majesty's Government 

? Saud to secure the adequate punishment of the raiders con 

3. Ae regards the alleged activities Aintsinaation 

the desert area, the Secreta: 


rotests 

on the 

‘anticipatory bie y one Nejdian 

‘excuses for the conduct of the Nejdian 

“undesirable, however, that this general question should be 

writing, and you should therefore restrict yourself to making an 

ral communication onthe lines ofthis paragraph should suitable ecasion present 

4. As regards Captain Glubb’s alleged infringement of article 5 of the Bahr: 

A ty, corresponding direct with the Nejdian Amir of Hail (eo Mr. Bird's 

telegram No. 20 of the 10th February), T am to enclose the accompanying copies of 

Colonial Office telegram No. 84 of the Sth March to Sir G. Clayton and of Sir G 

Clayton's reply No. 102 of the 7th March on this subject, ‘The question of direct 

communication between the Amir of Hil and the Iraqi administrative authorities 

in the southern desert area was dealt with in the correspondence ending with Jeddah 

telegram No. 46 to the Foreign Office of the Ist May, 1926, and, in view of the 

arrangements then made, the present complaint appears to be entirely “without 

substance. It scems unnecessary, therefore, 4a pareie this point further in writing, 

but you may, should you consider that an ful purpose would be served thereby. 

remind Fuad Hamza of the arrangements tiade in 1996, and explain that the Tejeyi 
Complaint in this respect cannot be accepted by His Majesty's Government. 

5. The charge that Nejdian tribes have been wreatened with expulsion 
while camped in frag (eee Mr- Bird's telegram No. 20.f the 10th Februnry and Feed 
Hamza’s note of the Sth February enclosed in Mr. Bird's despatch Ne. 40 of the 
10th February) is in complete contradiction with the complaint that Captain Glubh 
Was seducing the Nejdian Shammar from their allegiance to Tbn Saud, put forward 
in Fuad Hamua’s note of the 3tst December last, of which a copy was enclosed in 

7201857 
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your despatch No, 17 of the Sth January. ‘The attitude of the Lraqi authorities 
regard to the movements of Nejdian tribesinen across the front 9 
to fulfil the obligations which they e undertaken towards [bp Saud in this pe 
were explained in Sir H. Dobbs's letter of the 5th January to King Ibn Saud, of 
which a copy was forwarded to you direct in Mr. Bourdillon’s letter No. S.0. 24 of the 
same date, and in Mr, Bourdillon's telegrams Nos. 74 and 75 of the 20th February to 
the Colonial Office, referred to above, In view of the explanations already given to 
King Ibn Sand and the Hejazi Government on this point, Sir Austen Chamberlain 
cousiders that little would be gained by continuing this correspondence and retarning 
detailed replies to the recent series of complaints. You may, however, communicate 
to the Hejazi Government, orally, the substance ef Mr. Bourdillon’s telegrams 
Nos. 74 i 75 wo the Colomal O1 you think it desirable to do se, and you should 
in any case inform the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in writing that full 
explanations baye already been given to the Hejazt Government on this subject, and 
that, after close investigation, Flis, Majesty's Government are satisfied that there is 
no foundation for the allegations which have been made against Captain Glubb’s 
activities, which are clearly based upon inaccurate reports. Vou should add that the 
continued presentation of basolese protests can only further complicate an already 
difficult situation, and you may point out the obvious interest which such admittedly 
recdleltrant tribes ns the Mutate ust hnye, in representing their delinquencies as the 
remult of Traqi- provocation. If the Hejazi Cioverument prefer to give greater 
credence to their own sources of information than to the official assurances of His 
Majesty's Government, their action can only remain a matter of regret to His 
Majesty's Government. 

8. You should at the same time request Sheikh Fund Haniza orally, with 
reference to his note of the Sst December, to produce, in original, the documents 
alleged to he in Captain Glubb's handwriting and stated to prove his interference in 
the affairs of Nejdi tribes. You should, in making this request, explain that Ti 
Majesty's Government had no provious knowledge of the existance of these documents 
and clearly cantiot accept them as genvine without close examination of the originals, 
said to be in the hands of the Hejazi Govoroment 

7. As regards article 6 of the Bahra Agreement, the Secretary of State 
Approves the language held on thie subject by Me Bird, ae reported in paragraph 9 
of hix despatch No.48 af the 10th February. The Secretary of State realises that 
Tha Saud is unlikely to nequiosce in the attitade adopted by His Majesty's Govern 
ment in this matter, but the obligations of His Majesty's Government render i 
indispensable that that attitude should be maintained. You should accordingly 
avddreas a separate written communication to the Hejazi Government on this question, 
confirming the statements made by Mr. Bird, as reported in paragraph & (but not the 
other paragraphs) of his despatch No, 45, and explaining. in reply to thn Saud’s 
letter of the 23rd January, that the statement made by His Majesty In that letter, to 
tho effect that His Majesty's Government are now attemping to attach a condition 
to theit undertaking to be hound by the article, does not correctly represent. the 

ition. On the contrary, His Majesty's Government have assured the Hejazi 
Bovernnent that they intend to observe the provisions of that article. and they 

ng that Brith forces in Traq a woll ae Tragi forces, are covered by its tern, 
‘The position is, indeed, that His Majesty's Government have every intention and 
desire to observe the provisions of the article, and will naturally continue to do v0, #0 
Tong as a normal situation exists, Thoy have, however, thought it only fair to warn 
the Hejazi Government that, in the event of a situation of grave danger to Traq being 
brought abont by the actual oecarrance of a serions attack on. n large scale against a 
township in Iraq, or of continuous raiding by Nejdian tribes, which the Hojazi 
Government prove unable to prevent or punish, His Majesty's Government mst 
reserve their liberty of action and their right to take the necessary theassires against 
those guilty of the attack, if this should prove, in their opinion, the only means of 
defending the Iraqi tribes, for whose safety’ they are ble, from further 
aggression. Tf, however, the Hejazi Government would establish the’ same degree of 
control over their tribes as has recently heen enforced by the Traqi Government. who 
have eflectively restrained their tribes from raiding into Nejd, there would be no 
‘occasion for British forces to cross the frontier in any circumstances and thus no 
hesitation on the part of His Majesty's Government in falling in with the wishes of 
the Hejazi Government in the matter of article 6 of the Bahra Agreement. 

8. You should add orally that His Majesty's Government feel bound to point 
cout that they cannot in any case allow unpr raiding against Iraai tribes to 
Continue with the almost complete impunity which the raiders at present enjoy. Six 
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raids against Iraqi tribes have taken place since the end of December last, and, 8 far 
as His Majesty’s Government are aware, no effective action has yet been taken by 
the Hejazi Government to punish the offenders or to make reparation for the Iraqi 
losses. These raids have not only resulted in heavy losses to Traqi tribes, but have led 
to the death of a British aircraftaman and of an American missionary. The latest 
of these raids has been reported by the British air officers engaged to have been of a 
particularly impudent nature, in that the raiders, having recrossed the Nejd frontier, 
and relying upon their immunity from pursuit in virtue of article 6 of the Bahra 
Agreement, halted in the open and, within easy reach of British aircraft, proceeded 
to the distribution of their loot. ‘In the face of such provocation, His Majesty's 
Government cannot be expected to hold their hand indefinitely 
Tam, &e. 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 


Enolosure 1 in No. 48. 


Telegram from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the High Commissioner 
for Iraq. 


(Sent 12-30 v.ss., March 8, 1929.) 
(No. 4) 
MARCH 5. Your telegram 19th February, No. 74, Was Thn Saud ever notified 
ernment offic worised to correxpond ith the Amiv of 
0 any found he Hejax Foreign M «statement, that 
Captain Glubb wax not included amoug officials 40 authorined (sce enclosure in 
Jeddah despatch of Sth January, No, 17, to Foreign Office)! 


Enclosure 2 in No. 4 


Telegram, from the High Commisionty: for traq ta ih Srpatay of State forthe 


Colonies dated March 7—(Received Colonial Office, Marc 
(Confidential) 

No. 102 of 7th March. 

Your telegram No, 54 See Dobb's te No. G58, 28rd April, 1926, to 
Jeddah, repeated to you under No. 175, and Jeddah reply of iwt May, £936, repeetod 
to the Foreign Office under No. 46. On 19th May, 1926, Ibn Saud was informed that 
the necessary instructions had been went to Mutesarrif, Basta, Muntafiq. aud 
Diwaniyah (no names were mentioned), and he replied in July confirming arrange: 
ments for direct correspondence between Hail and the local Traq. authorities, 
* particularly those mentioned.” Though Thu Saud was not specifically informed of 
Glubb's appointment to the southern desert Lia which was formed in 1025 and 
includes the desert portion of three Liwax mentioned, it was referred to during 
Jeddah ‘lations in May 1928. 

[think objection to Glubb personally emanates from Fuad Hamza himself rather 
than Tha Saud, who would be unlikely to support such unwarranted aspersions on ont 
sincerity or Glubb's honesty of purpose, 


1921) 





( B 1667/1667/91) No. 49. 


Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receiced April 2.) 
(No. 242.) 
Sir, Cairo, March 22, 1929. 
SHEIKH HAFEZ WAHBA informs me that, on instructions from their 
respective Governments, he and the German Minister in Cairo are engaged in the 
negotiation of a commercial treaty between Germany and the Hejaz 
(20485) re 





2. ‘The sheikh states that the treaty will contain no contentions matter. It is 
to include the usual assurances of eternal amity, a clause giving Germany most 
favoured-nation treatment in the matter of customs duties, and.the right of mutual 
representation 

T have, &e 
(For the High Commissioner), 
MAURICE PETERSON 





[1B 1668/981/91] No. 46. 


Lord Lloyd to Sit Austen Chamberlain. —(Received April 2) 
243.) 
Sir, Cairo, March 22, 1920. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 168 of the 22nd February regarding 
Thy Saud’s overtures with a view to anti-Bolshevik action in the Hejaz, 1 have the 
honour to report that Sheikh Hafez Wahba bas received a letter from ibn Saud in 


His 
‘af co-operation 
2. Sheikh Hafez Wahba, in conversation with the oriental secretary, intimat 

frankly that it Was a subsidy which Ibn Saud had in view. The King’s 

mn in tho prosont Arabian scheme of things was growing more difficult. From 

mmemnorial the Bedouin tad freely indulged in raison euch other. Before 
tho war there were no inaurmountable difficulties to the indulgence of this habit 
Arabian was in the hands of various contending Powers—Turks, Ibn Rashid, [bo 
Saud, the Shereofians, &c. The adherents of any of these different Powers had no 
scruples about raiding those of another. Now a great part of Arabia was unified 
under Tb Saud, and the Arabs within that region could not raid one another. Traq 
and Transjordania were under the British Government, and raids into those terri 
toriew were not treated ax normal romantic incidents of desert life. Something bi 
to be done to content the unruly and hungey tribal elements, Tt wan largely by 
resent anid by lavish hospitality that the tribes could be kept in order 
nfortunately, the financial resources of Ibn Saud and his Government were meagre, 
and there was no doubt that he was faced with considerable financial stringency. 
‘The sheikh conchided that the former annual subsidy paid to Ibn Sand would cost 
Hin Majesty's and mandatory Governments less than the expenditure involved in 
movements of troops, aeroplanes, armoured cars, &e., and other defensive measures: 
augainnt unruly Nejd tibesmen whom Ton Saud at resent had great dificuty in 
controlling. 

3. Th apite, however, of these diflleulties, Ibn Saud was, according to Sheikh 
Hafez Wahba, doing his utmoat to keep the tribes in order. He had recently gone 
to Kassim in order to collect forces with a view to punitive action against 

i Dawish, Ibn Hithlein and Ibn Humeid, who appeared to be definitely out 


No enconsagement was, of course, given to Ibn Sand's representative to 
expect that His Majesty's Government would be likely to renew the subsidy. 1 
think, however, that the sheikh’s picture of the Arabian situation is, worth 
sympathetio study, for the position of Thm Saud between his own unruly tribesmen 
and his Shereefian enemies in our mandated territories is one of considerable 


difficulty 
5. "Lam forwarding a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's agent and consul 


at Jeddah. 
Thave, &e. 
LLOYD, High Commissioner. 
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(B 1740/3/91) No. 51 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received April 7.) 

(No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic) RB. Jedda, Aprit 7, 1929, 
AC Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me this’ marning’ that on 

oe Nae es WP Nabe raat Dei the recalcitrant tribe at Sabla 
e hours north-east of Nabqiya), Faisal Dowleh is said t va 

wena nie fd i ir), h is said to have been severely 

le states that sul jnently offered their submission to Ibn S . 

King replied that they must surrender thomselved at Riyadh and we betocs Shae 

An official communiqué is to be issued immediately. T will telegraph its content 
(Repeated to Bagdad and Jerusalem, No. 43.) J 





(B 1807/63/91} No. 82. 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain-—(Received April 0) 
(No, 404) 
(Telegraphic) R. Jedda, April 10, 
ACTING Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed me that te haat 
instructed by Thn Saud to pres for reply to sares of proteats made since November 
last against Transjordanian raids on Nejd. He stats that silence of His Majesty’ 
overnment and Transjordanian Ge it is gir O unes 
Sore Neds ij overnment is giving rise to uneasiness amonjget 
J am sending by bag to-day translation of Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs’ 
letter in which raids are recapitolated. Reference is eto the 
Transjordania as hisbase by Auda Eletoa, SEMIS Made to the use of 
(Repeated to Jerusalem, No. 45.) 





(8 1768/323/91) No, 49 
Foreign Office to Mr. Jakine (Jeddah). 


es 7) 
Sir, y i Forvign Office, April 11, 1929, 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir Austen Chamberlain Rakes you that the 
quction of the, channel Lat evel for communications, between is Majy' 
jovernment, or between the High Commissioners for Iraq, Palestine a 8 
and King Ton Sud has recently besa under consideration” ae enon 
2. You will recollect that in the course of the renewed negotiations wi 
Sir G: Clayton in August 1023 (ace paragraph £2 of Sir G. Clayton despatch at 
the 3rd September to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, of which a copy was sont 
to you in Foreign Office Eastern print (Arabia), September 7, 1928, Section 1), the 
King requested that ax far as possible all messages and comiunications from iraq, 
Palestine and Transjordan should in future be sent through His Majesty's agency at 
Jeddab, even during his a of residence in Nejd. In view of this request, the 
system hitherto in force, which has not proved entirely satisfactory, has been reviewed ¢ 
and you should in futuro be guided by the instructions contained in the oncl 
memorandum, which lays down the system which will be adopted until further 


notice. 
Tam, to. 
MONTEAGLE, 


Enclosure in No, 53. 
Memorandum respecting communications with In Saud. 


UNTIL August 1928 communications intended for Ibu Saud were sent th 
His Majesty's agent and consul at Jeddah when Ibn Saud was in the Hejan oF through 
the Resident in the Persian Gulf (at Bushire) when Ibn Saud was in Nejd. 

2. In August 1928 Thn Saud requested that this arrangement should no longer be 
followed, but that ia future all communications should be addressed to him through 
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His Majesty's agent and consul, even during his periods of residence in Nejd.. It 
therefore ow be laid down as a general rule that all communications for Tha Sand 
shall pass through His Majesty's agency at Jeddah 
3) The High Commissioners at Bagdad and Jerusalem are authorised to 
correspond direct with Tbn Saud on matters of detail arising out of the Bahra and 
Hadda agreements, and such communications will ordinarily be sent through His 
‘Majesty's agent ot Jeddah, who will act merely as a cbanuel of communication. In 
cases of extreme urgency, however, it will still be open to the High Commissioners to 
communicate with Ibn Saud through the quickest available channel, while sending a 
Fepetition or copy to Flis Majesty's agent and. consal at Jeddab, Communications 
intended for tbu Saud will ordinarily be aidrossed to His Majesty's axent at Jeddah 
direct by the High Commissioners concerued, but copies m the ease of despatches, and 
repotitions in tho ease of telegrams, should in every case he seat to the Colonial Office 
4, As general ralo, such communications, whether sent by telegram or despatch, 
will. be transmitted textually by His Majesty’s agent at Jeddab, and they should be 
drafted on that understanding. His Majesty's agent will, rever, have discretion, 
minor modifications of 


yropomdd commttn 
ice for instruction. 


those Gor 

or Nejdinn 

by His Majesty's agent to the 
instructions from London. 

6. Communications for Tha Saud, or regarding Nejdian or Hejazi affairs, from 
iraq, ‘Tronajordan or Palostine on all ‘other questions should be addressed to the 
Callnial ‘Office, but repeated, or copied, to Jeddah in very cave. In, auch ensee 
His Majesty's ageat at Jeddah will not take official action on the communication until 
npecifically authorised to do so by the Foreiga Office. He may, however, if the matter 
to be dealt is in any way urgent, take such informal action with the competent 
Hejazi authorities as he may think desirable 

(6. Similarly, His Majesty's agent at Jeddah may address the High Commissioners 
for Iraq, Transjordan and Palestine direct on points of fact. on matters of routine, oF 
in reply to enquiries, sending a repetition, or copy, in each case to the Fornign Office ; 
while ov all other questions he will address the Foreign Office direct, vending a 
Topetition oF copy’ to Bagdad or Jerusalem, when either is concerned, and reporting 
in each case it: the body of the telegram or despatch that he has done so. 


Foreign Office, Aprit 1920. 


(18 1988/54/91) No. 34 
Lord Lloyd to Sir Awaten Chamberlain, (Received April 1.) 
(No. 284. Confidential.) 


ir, 


Gar; prt 3, Loe 
io. 


WITH reference to correspondence emiling with your telegram No, 96 of the 
21st March last, I ain informed confidentially that King Fuad lias received another 
Jetter from Imam Yahia. His morriad 

first 


EE 


[E 1889/54/91) No, 55. 
Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receiced April \\i.) 


go 293. Confidential.) 
Sir, Cairo, April 5, 1929 
WITH reference. to, carvespondanss ieadiaw: Wish may Genpak (Nov Sed ot abe 
3rd instant, Lhaye the hovour to transinit herewith copy of a telegram from Hussuin 
Hoeni Efendi, King Fun’ envoy to Tran) Yahia. TAs cclegrem, which was out 
from Sanaa to the Ministry for Foreiga Aairs, was communicated t me priv. 
fru piety nitry for Foreign was communicated to me privately by 
2. A telegram from Hodeida to “Al Mokattam,” afte ing the oi 
receptions of the Egyptian envoy and his journey to Suoaa ndeeneaei ts so 
Mohammed-el-Leissi, the private secretary of the Imam's son Seif-ul-Islam, states that 
the Yameais Laso great hopes on is mission Y 
3. In another message Al Mokattam ” states that Imam Yahi in his te 
to King Fuad, expressed the desire that the Egyptian Goverament mcalicamiee 
Yemeni passports. ‘The Imam apparently pointed out that a Youeni wishing to travel 
to Egypt vid Aden had to obtain a British passport (? laisees-passer) and an Italian 
possrort (@loisezymaser) if be proceeded vid Mosawwa. “The iam is also said to 
have expressed the desire that the Egyptian Government should recognise Yemeni 
stamps. All letters at present coming from the Yemen are stamped at Aden or 
Mosawwa. The correspondent understands that the Egyptian Government ces no 
objection to meeting the Imatn's wishes regarding passports, but finds it difficult to 
reengnise Yemeni stamp as Yernen doe not belong tothe Potal Union, 
am of opinion that all this activity displayed by King F . 
roott tadaslrable tod oui: be diooeragad.. The Mine, retinet the woke ea 
own Ministers, bat just virtually broken of relations with Iba Saad, whom he 
obstinataly refuses to recognise. His Majesty chooses this moment to send a friendly 
mission to Imam Yabia, who is aot only ihe rival of Iba Saud but has recently beon 
‘engaged in active hostility against ourselves. ‘T' ian interference can only be 
interpreted fan anti and watt San wae "Moreover, either we nor the 
responsible ian Ministers even know what King Fuad it writ 
eope co mt 3 ra el what King Fuad is now writing to the 
"5, Thave on several occasions drawn attontion to King Fuad's ambition. t0 pla 
a ilo in the Arabian Peninsula. Possibly he dreason of envulating his more ilwutese 
ancestors in some decisive anti-Wahhabi movement. His pro-Ttallun sympathies. also 
must not be forgotten when considering the possibilities of the Yerien, 
Anyhow, ritiah interests in Egypt and Arabia havo at present nothing to guin by auy 
Kind of Egypto-Arabian association. -Luhink, therefore, this, Yemen inesdont etna 
usa very favourable opportunity of impressing King. Fuad with owt determination to 
prevent him from interfering in Arabia. 'The peculiar position of Yemet at. thia 
moment gives us.a most reasonable pretext for representations to King Fuad, and auch 
an excellent protext may not recur in the immediate future. I should, therefure, be 
glad of your authority to inform Hix Majesty that we regard as extremely inappropriate 
is intervention at this moment in a country where Exypt haw 0 intereste, | fould 
aioe oy 4 iesty en = ne be interpreted as isanship against 
2 Saud aud is, incidentally, hardly tactful in view of the et 
HS fech tt Se phar in view of the unsettled relations: hetyeen 
sam forwarding copies of this despatch to: Hia Majesty's Resident at 
od to Ris Majed waguot audlconmltraidsbineteosters tiene ee 
T have, &. 
LLOYD, Hugh Commissioner. 








rs 
logure in No. 58. 


Transcript of Cypher Telegram from Hussein Hosni Effendi (King Fuaits encoy to 
“Imam Vohish to Bgygelam Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Despaiched from Sanaa, 
‘March 30, 1929.—(Ieeeeived April 1.) 


Cave 
Khargio, 
"SRRIVE Iundi regu sans aucun péril en audience solennelle plusieurs corps de 
troupes musique en téte rendaient honneurs dans Ia rue comblée foule eathousiasme. 

‘Ayant reinis lettre royale jen ai donné lecture selon désir Sa Majesté qui entouré 
ses Ministresécoutérentdeboct jong’ Is fin quand Se Majesté prononca un, scours 
remercier notre auguate Souverain faisant dloge ses asuvres poor gloire Egypte et 
religion puis déclarer que ladite lettre ouvrira nouvean chapitre dans histoire 
relations deux pays ainsi qu’bistoire religion et Orient : 

De ma part je répondis selon les termes de convenance : faites Vopération espérer 
voir dorénavant os compatriotes venir aide pays voie de progrés 

Tous m’ont demandé ‘i j'6tais autorisé entrer en pourparlers en vue de conclure 
‘Traité de Commerce jo leur fis savoir que j'étais prét étudier tout ce qai concerns 
rapprochement deax pays puis vous soumettre résultat tolérable prendre les 
dispositions nécessaires 


Je vous tiendrai au courant, IR ona San 





(E 1800/381/91) No. 56, 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda) 


(Nos, 36 and 37.) 
(Tele, Foreign Office, April 17, 1929, 
(ee YOUR despatches Nos. 234 of 28th December, 192%, and ‘of Oth Febrnary 
4 Commercial Treaty with the Hejaz p 

bisa ie ‘Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs that His Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom are disposed to share his view that conclusion 
of Commercial Convention would be in the interests of both countries, and that they 
Rope in due course to put forward, proposals as tothe lines on which soc ab 
agreement might be made. (End of R. 
(Confidential ) . ae 

P Jairo despatch No. 109, and Mr. Bird's despatch No. 49. of the 
sth Febronry Jug from language of Hafiz. Wahba to Lard Lloyd, reported in 
former dexpateh, Thn Saud’ Government imagine that material benefits accruing 
from proposed commercial treaty will be toch greater than would actually be the 
case. Should Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs revert to the treaty, you must 
favoid encouraging him to anticipate too much. 


E 1954/54/91) No. 87. 
Colonial Office to Foreign Office —{iveceived April 18.) 
Downing Street, April 17, 1920. 


Genttenhly 


to the letter from this Department of the let March, I au 

direct ant Treated Amery to transmit to you, to be laid before Secretary Sir 

Austen Chamberlain, the accomy ing cory of correspondence with the Resident at 
wernOF Of 


jing his visit to the yritrea at Asmara. 
aN ae nyport: ak, covaideretion, zxag, ba given to ibe emgpwtice made 
in the concluding ragraph of the Resident's confidential despatch of the 
{Och March, and, in the event of no objection being seen, that the necessary steps 
thay be taken to convey 10 the Italian Government an expression of appreciation of 
the hospitality shown to Sir S. Symes on the occasion of his visit to Signor Zoli. 
3. A copy of this correspondence. is being sent to the Air Ministry and India 


a Tam, &s. 
'S. E. SHUCKBURGH. 
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Enelesure in No. 87, 


Sir 8. Symes to Mr. Amery 
Aden, March 19, 192, 

L HAVE the b that Lvisited Asmora between the 10th and Vth 
instant and was reo d most hospitably entertained there by the Governor, 
Signor Zoli 

We had several long discussions upon Yeuien affairs, which was, of course, the 
Principal object of iny vinit. ‘The Governor expressed his views informally atid with 
much frankness, T responded in the-same fashion. 

He impressed roo as being well informed and anxious not to embarrass us in any 
was. He said he had strict instructions from Rome in this sense and reid me extracts 
from his despatches aud instructions to his agents in the Yeinen showing how he had 
‘on several occasions recently made it clear to the Imam that in no circumstances coulit 
he expect Italian xupport for ati aati-British policy, Very confidentially hie told me 
that he xuspected lis predecessor, ay hot Have eon sufficiently 
explicit on this point. He com tuation he found on 

mn with Aden and tho 
delay in communications vid Le nd Rome, he was ill-informed of our relitions 
with the arding, offensive operations in tho Yemen, He had 
with him through the Italian consul at Aden very 
respect and welcomed the further opportunity of my’ visit to co-ordinate 

ictics with the Imam, 

4, [said that 1 had uo authority to discuss questions of general polley which had 
formed the subjects of the conversations held at Home in January 1027, but my 
personal opinions were that too great smoothness in our communications with the Imam 
at the prosent juncture was likely to be interpreted hy hit as a sign of weaknoss or 
apathy, and that the most effective retort to his recent rapprochement with the Soviets 
‘nd Turks would be an evidence of Anglo-Italian political solidarity. Signor Zoli 
replied that he had realised that my present visit would provide an ovidonce of this 
sort, and felt that it was opportune, In the past Italy, by her lator appearance in the 
Yeton Geld, had been obliged v challenge the view that it should be considered. an 
exclusively Britinb preserve. The Rome conversations had made it cloar that while 
British interosta in the Red Sea were primarily strategic, Itlian. intereats wore mainl 
commercial, The Tmatn was aware of thin and also of tho politioal understandi 
between Italy and Great Britain, but he was still fearful and very suspicious of British 
designs upon the Yemen, and in this fraine of mind was more opposod than ever to 
European enterprise, whether Italian or British. His attitude of passive hom 
had informed Signor Zoli that he had abandoned any present intention of recapturin, 
Dala or an invasion of the Bri te—might be prolonged. indefinitely and 
wake it pomible for the Russians to gota foting, both commercial and political, fn the 
‘emien, 

a 1 that the situation was difhicult, but, { thought, uot hopeless, provided 
that Anglo-Italian accord and aversion to the commercial penetration of the Yemen by 
a third Power was made wanifest. Ultimately it must become clear to the Imam that 
jointly we were better able than the Russians to hinder or befriend him. Meacwhilo, 
it could be an object of our diplomacy to persuade him that we had no itention either 
to annex his territory or to subject it to political tatelage and, further, that—leaving 
aside the questions of the islands of Perim and Kamaray and the Aden Protectorawe— 
we recognised that the region of the Tihama, now subject (more or less) to his role, 
should be sn integral part of the Yemen Stats. 

6. Signor Zoli, after reflection, said he thought that this policy offered him the 
best prospect of success, Imt it must take time to niatare. He thea asked me—rathor 
unexpectedly—whether there was a likelihood of further reduction in our military 
effectives at Aden. T'said: “No.” He was evidently much relieved and told me he had 
feared that a time faotor might dispose ws to force the pace with the Imam. He felt 
strongly that this would be inexpedient, but was almost equally confident that with a 
little patience friendly relations could be re-established, formally as well aa actually. 
He considered this would be as much in the Italian as in British interests. 

7. We discussed at some leagth the Kamaran incideat of last autumz, Gasparini, 
1 was assured, had no prior knowledge of an intention on the part cf a private Italian 
company at Hodeidah for purely commercial reasons to use Kamaran as an oil depot 
and was fearful that any direct reference on the subject by him to Aden might somehow 

[20485] e 








involve a formal recognition by Italy of British sovereign rights at Kamaran. Lleuce 
the circuitous commun ‘ions to Rome and London and the oe removing 
misunderstandings, due, I suggested, in part to the ewployment by the Italian company 
of an incompetent native agent. We agreed hat difteulties of the kind which might 
vcour in future would be more expeditiously arranged by. direct comarunications 
between Asmara and Aden. I took an opportunity in this connexion to explain my 
Jocal preoccupation with the question of the garrison at Kamaran and the adiinistrative 
advantage of providing the smnall force required there by detachment 

from Aden. Signor Zoli appreciated the fuct that local recruits at Kam 

be s fliciently reliable. 

8 I formed the opinion from the conversations and very friendly 
relations as his gy for several days that, Si Z tion of 
Italian, activitien in the Red Sea will be less political ardent than in the 

Tt is recognised that the relatively lavish expenditure by 

. vert sroall material result, that the Imam is a bad payer (Commendatore 
Moreno's recent mixsion to obtain payment of over a million lira due from. him has boen 
unanccteefal), and that any conaidersble economic or eoromertial, developments fa the 
Yetnm likely. At the sare time we shall, I think, be well advised to avoid all 
appearance of a desire to thwart Italian commercial activities in the region and, in 
Cedar Wo pearent iilonadaunaadinge to-hesp the lalion ‘generally informed of our own 
aitos in this respect. T mentioned the adveat of Licutenant-Commander, Craulurd, of 
which Signor Zoli was already aware, and contradicted # not unnatural pion 
Wat he was to be employed as a aetn\-oGcial exnisary to the Imam. - Signor Yl told 
me incidentally that he had just received from Colonel Jacob a closed letter addressed 
tothe Imam with the request that it might be transmitted. I advised that the letter 
should be returned to Colonel Jacob and explained the latter's present situation. 

9. Tn those ond othor ways I heliovo. that my viait will promote a. frieadly 
understanding between Asmara aad Aden, and I would suggest that, if possible, a 
rafermece might be made through the uiplomatic chanael to. the. extraordinary 
Hospitality and apparently spontaneous kindness shown 10 me by the Governor aud 
hin officors, military and civil, daring my stay at doers. 

have, 


‘Si SYMES, 


Reaident and Commander-ine< 





No. 98, 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedd) 


Foreign Office, April 26, 1929. 

YOUR tolegram No. 37 of 22nd March: Proposed arbitration on past raids 
between Transjordan and Nejad. 

Condition now proposed by Thn Saud is identical in kubstanco with that 
originally put forward by him to Sir G. Clayton (see paragraphs 92 to 34 of Sir G. 
Clayton's report of 10th July, and final sub-paragraph of paragraph 21 of his 
report of rd September), Grounds on which it was then rejected, i¢., that it would 
unduly limit discretion of arbitrator and debar him from considering certain 
categories of claims, still apply; and if condition is insisted on whole proposal for 
arbitration may have to be abandoned, and present unsatisfactory situation will be 
mado worse, Amir of Transjordan has already accepted proposal unconditionally. 

2 You shold address communication in this sense to Tha Sand and make 

very effort to induce him to reconsider his reply. You should explain, moreove 

that paragraph 4 of identic note was drafted precisely in order to meet Tbn Saud’s 
point on subject of unregistered claims. and that Hix Majesty's Government fully 
intend to see that provisions of paragraph 4 form intogral part of instructions 
issued to arbitrator. You should add that he may rest assured that discretion allowed 
to arbitrator under this paragraph will not be abused: while, if he insists on 
propoted condition and ‘renders, arbitration impossible, "he will incor grave 
responsibility for failure of only scheme which promises to remedy present 
‘unsatisfactory situation in the Transjordan—Nejd regions 


3t 
E 2171/94/91) No. 3y. 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receined Aprit 30.) 
Wo. 78) 
Sir Jeddah, Aprit 1, 1929. 

| HAVE the bonour to transmit herewith my report on the situation in the 
Hejaz for the period the Ist to Slat March, 1 

2. Copies of this report have been sent. to Egypt, Bagdad, Jerusalem (two), 
Jerusalem for transmission to the Royal Air Force Olicer ( ding in Palestin 
and Transjordan, Beirut, Damasons, Aden, Delhi, Singapore, Khartum through 
Port Sudan, Lages (two), the Senior Naval Officer, Red Sen Sloops 

H. G. JAKINS. 


Enolosure in No. 5». 


Jeddah Report for Period March 1 to 31, 1929. 


THE month of March has seen Ibn Saud take What should, if meant seriously, 
Prive, to be the most wemestous decision in recent Arabian history. His Majesty 
had already admitted that the Riyadh Conference of October was not the 
pct ae success claimed by the ‘'Um-el-Qura.”” In a letter to the agency he 
confessed that not all there present accepted his view that patient negotiation would 
beat serve to secure the removal of the Iraq southern desert posts, The sporadic 
raids which have recently occurred with some freque vave rise to protests from 
His Majesty's Government and to requests that Ten Saud would take some werious 
steps to put an end to them. ‘Thus, moved by these appeals or feeling himself ut the 
cod of his financial resources, and left by the repeated challenges of his insurgenta 
in, completely untenable pereoual position, with the prospect of the profits of the 
Pilgrimage evading his grasp, Ibu Saud on the Ist March admitted the possibility 
of the ocourrence of raids on Iraq, an! announond his ceparture for Qusita at the 
head of a punitive force to enquire into the incidents which had ocourred and to 
punish those guilty of raiding. The King thhs seems to have broken definitely with 
is former Heutehants, Feisiled-Doweish, of the Mutair, and. Ibu Muad-bin 
Bujad, of the Ataibah.' His Majesty was careful to make clear that he reached his 
decision, in spite of his conviction that he owed his difficulties to Iraq, who, having 
originally cased the trouble, had lately made military demonstrations on the 
frontiers aud sent spies into Ned to tell his people that he, their was in league 
With His Majesty's Government against them, No small share of blame Hix Majesty 
was pleased to apportion to the Administrative Inspector of the Iraq Southern 
Desert, who throughout the month has been the subject of scurrilous press attacks 
in the * Um-el-Qura."” 
2 


Government shoal 
the King’s right-hand man in Nejd, but 

3. | Mecea has produced only one protest this month of a Transjondan raid on 
Nejd. when thirty-five camels were taken, and this bas been capped by a report from 
Jerusalem of a.counter-loss of sixty camels. The Hejaz Government has, however, 
faised strong objection to a reported four days’ motor visit in Nejd of a party from 
Transjordan, including the Sherif Shakir : 

4. The King will probably: wreck the proposal to settle all raiding claims on 
the Trausjordan frontier since the Kadda Agreement by referencr to ng athitenoe 
chosen by His Majesty's Government by his insistence that only claims which were 


rental n° 
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formally notifies Government to the other at the time of their occurrence shall 
be examined. His Majesty's Government had endeavoured to meet this point, which 
is of considerable importance to the Transjordan ease, by introducing in the cone 
disions a qualifying phrase allowing the acceptance of claims not formally 
commanicated t0 the (Government ‘concerned within reasonable time, after the 
‘ccurrence if good and sufficient eanse for the delay can be shown. The Hejaz 
attitude seems to be that, unless they ean be suze in advance af yaining the day, they 
will not agree to arbitration, and at the moment it seems unlikely that fear of 
sponsibility for a break-down will shake Ibn Saud from the position he has chosen 
or been induced to adopt 
3. The pilgrimage is going badly and is likely to fall considerably below last 
ear'a xtandard. Tt is anticipated thit the North African pilgrimage will show no 
inerease, and about 10,000 is given as the estimate for Egypt. My Persian colleague 
has recorded the arrival of five Persians, but considers that hi umbers this year 
resent land of promise. but 
Indian pilgrims find no great favour in the eyes of the Hejaz Government, ax 
they bring too little money into the country and have tenacious next of kin. Fuad 
has even Eintedto oe thay the namber.of eaguiries fe receives concerning deceased 
Indian pilgrims is out of all proportion to the profit made ont of their estates 
. "After persistent efforts and a suitable greasing of the wheels of State, che 
fixed utes 00 instr car hice have beets abolished The toed f (ity Open to the 
severest competition, which, while it benefits pilgrims, will end in general bank 
ruptey. Only £1 per head (apart from Government dues) is now demanded for the 
return fare to Medina. That is, for the joarney Jeddah-Medina and back, car owners: 
have only £14 to cover thelr heavy expenses in wages, petrol and oil and unfair wear 
and tear. The Saudia, the company in which the King is interested, is heavily in 
abt, and T have heard of one snretolder who is vainly seeking to itispoce of his 
£1,000 holding for £100 caal 
7. ‘Health conditions are not reassuring, although improvement is to be 
pected with the hotter weather, An abnorinally cool winter brought. with it 
dengue, iphoid and a somewbat aevere outbreak of mmallpox. Small pox is nlways 
prevalent in the Fi bot has never before within living memory been #0 virulent 
nd. widespread, ‘Vaccination is not compulaory, and medical fncilities are 
inadequate for an outbreak on a large ecale, Few, moreover, seek medical attenti 
the Hejazi prefers to rely on traditional remedies. In Mecea, where the disease has 
apieared i epider. am attempt rma at ngrgaton, a all patients in 
the Goveratinst hospital ste herder cobether- c My Dctoh Golleague:-who was so 


rash aa to venture into the hoxpital at Jeddah, soon found hitnself in the centre of a 
freely circulating group of patients in all stages of the disease, One Tndian member 
of the agency staff contracted smallpox, but appears to be suffering from only a 
mild attack. No complications have developed, and his condition i daily improving 

is absence and the consequent measures of disinfection which have had to ken 
have thrown a considerable strain on the pilgrimage organisation at # time when 
Indion pilgrim shipe are beginning to arrive slmost daily. ‘The Indian pilgrimage 

ft is 


officer has worked hard under this handicap, and once registered no less than 1,500 
pilgrims in one day, while the Indian doctor, with three sick members of the staff 
om bis hands, at the same time managed. in an endeavour to keep the quarter {ree 
from infection, to yaceinate no less thin 307 persons by the end of the month The 
Government of India js sending an additional doctor to gpen their hospital at Mecca 
‘The health statistics published by the Hejaz Government are unreliable, chielly 
owing ta the secretive hnbts ofthe people. Independent estimates pot the incilence 
among the native population in Mecca at 50 per cent... with a mortality rate of 
40 per cent. In Jeddah, where small-pox has not so far assumed alarming propor- 
tions, there are said to have been eighty cases during the last three months, with 
twenty deaths, Little reliance can, however, be placed on these estimates. The 
only safe conclusion is that the habitual late winter and early spring manifestation 
‘of small-pox hns been severer than usual this year, und that the disease may be 
‘expected. ax in normal course, to dec! with the onset of the hot weather. 

& Mohammed Matar left for Egypt on the 30th March, ostensibly to take up 
‘an appointment at Tehran, banding charge of the Egyptian consulate over to 
Ashmauni Bey, who recently arrived from Pireus. Matar took away with him the 
worst of impressions, which, as the time of his departure approached, he took less 
and less trouble to hide. It is unfortunate that illness prevented me from seeing my 
colleague daring the last week of his stay and colleting eome ofthe froth fom his 
simmering. Hejax-Egypt relations have for some time been steadily getting worse. 
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utstanding questions of the Mahmal, the Egyptian Wagfs, the formal recogni- 
on of Ibn Saud, the Hejax natio Taw should all be susceptible of diplomatic 
action or inaction. Unfortunately, however, the air is never sufficiently coo! to allow 
the parties concerned to compose themselves. The Hejaz agent in Cairo is 
apparently treated with scorn. The authorities in the Hejaz ratafiate by attempting 
to ignore the Egyptian consul in Jeddah. For a long time the cotmsul's letters to the 
Hejaz Ministry for Foreign Affairs remained unanswered. ‘The kaimakam refused 
to attend a celebration of the King of Egypt's birthday. Matar was compelled to 
pay the miserable motor-car tax levied on private journeys to Mecca. and when he 
asked to take leave of the Viceroy his request was refused, Matar, 1am told, loft 
with the firm intention of going straight to King Fuad with his story, and he even, 
1 believe, counts a Court ent on the strength of his vebemence, 
Matar, like Said, hi ‘exsor, is very sore at his treatment at the hands of Fuad 
Hasza. He fools that, even if forced to take unpalatable official action, Fund had 
tho exense for the gross discourtesy which be allowed to enter into his relations with 
successive Egyptian consuls, who claim him to be indebted to them for many: personal 
services: Fund is certainly’ no popular favourite. No one denies. hin ability ; it is 
his infallibitity which i* s0 fatiguing. ‘Tam the King, the Kmir and the Govern 
ment in the Hejaz,’” he recently informed my Dutch colleague, ‘The Egyptians have 
gained considerable local xympathy in their handling what is generally held to be a 
difficult situation, Rumoure are being freely circulated that the salvation of the 
Hejar lies im the intervention of Egypt, and that Matar has.his bag, packed with 
is to thin offect. In leading commercial circles reference has 
he ejection of the Wababis from the Hejaz by the Egyptians 
hundred years ago in the time of Mebinet- Ali, and sighs are raised that history 
may repeat itvel. 

0, Sheikh Hafiz Wahba returned from Egypt on the 25th March and was 
greeted with tho scowls of his-compatriots here, who:had-gone on board to meet a 
new Egyptian consular secretary arriving on the same boat, Sheikh Hafir, is 
apparently determined to leave no stabe unturned to get back into Royal favour, and 

nced secretivaly that ho was proceeding to. Mecca to. make o report ot the 
highest importance on his conversations in Cairo. Wahba Hafiz, to use a facetioun 
local variation, in leaving immediately with two assistants ax Hejaz delegate to the 
Universal Postal Congress in London, will give himself little time for progres in his 
rehabilitation 

10. TEMS. "Dahlia proposed to put into Jeddah for two dayx on the 
1th March, bat Sheikh Fuad ltnmen asked that the visit should be cancelled. He 
«aid that the military movements in Nejd (which had been announced in the 

Um-el-Qura”” as a Royal review of troops) would be interpreted in unfriendly 
quarters as preparations for an attack on Iraq, in which case the visit to Jeddah at 
& British man-of-war might be misconstrued as m counter-demonsteation on the part 
of His Majesty’ Government, 

the Fronch armed yacht ** Diane!" put non the 28nd March and left on 

Mth March, returning to Syrin after a visit to Java, Sumatra, India, the 

iM, the Yemen and Eritrea. Her commanding officer and lieutenant, came 

ashore, and with great charm treated us to avery curious hoteh-potch. of their 

Impressions. ranging from the wverpoweringly, smart, appearnnce of “HLM.S. 

* Piingham "and what they considered to be her fighting ineffectiveness to a strong 

conviction of Italian discomture in the Yemen. They expressed alnrm at the extent 

of the reliance placed on aircraft for the defence of Iraq and Aden, . Tho visit of the 

Diane’ was not without mcident. On her arrival in port the quarantine doctor 

‘went aboard and annooneed that he had instractions to insist on a. medical examina- 

‘This her commander categorically refused, with a 

threat to weigh anchor immediately. After much discussion, the doctor was induced 

to withdraw. leaving the French consol to seek an explanation from the Hejaz 
Minister for Foreign Affaire 

12. Those who are aware of the severe limitation of the British colony in 
Jeddah to the male sex will appreciate the shock of the first announcement of « birth 
amongst us, Eager enquiry showed, however, that the wife of « hitherto unknown 
Cypriot was responsible for this historical inauguration of the Register of Births 

13. Two items of commercial interest call for record, ‘The first Austin seven 
has appeared in the Hejaz, Tt has not yet struggled through to Mecca, hut there 
is every hope that with a following wind it will one day do so.and secure for its manu: 
facturers a block order for the Royal nursery. ‘The Amir's Nejdi bodyguard, whose 
comestible horizon three sears ago was honnded by dates and hoiled rice, have taken 
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to shortbread and afternoon tea biscuits for breakfast, thus providing a most 
promising opening in British luxury trade 

14. During the period under review two slaves, one of Sudanese origin’ and the 
other a West Aftican’ applied to this agency for repatriation, and were sent to their 
homes by way of Suakin 





[E 2238/3/91) No. 60. 
Mr. Jakina to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received May (,) 


Jeddah, April 18, 1929. 
L HAVE the honour to forward herewith a translation of the official communi 
referred to in my telegram No. 40 of the 7th April. This notification adds little to 
the first report which reached me and on which my telegram under reference was 
based. On reconsideration, therefore, I did not see fit to telegraph its contents. 
%. ‘The report claims that the King’s attitude towards Faisal-ed-Dowe 
Ton Humaid-bin-Bujad and their followers was completely conciliatory and that h 
not attack them until forced to do ao. Again, when the victory was assured the Ki 
took care that they should not suffer from the vengeance of his supporters and 
magnanimously instructed them to submit themselves to the Sharia at a safe 
distance. 
‘3. [have sent a copy of this despatch with its eaclosure to His Majesty's High 
Commissioner for Traq, and to Hlis Majesty's High Commissioner for Transjordan, 
ave, &e, 
H. G. JARINS. 


Enelosure in No. 60. 


Oficial Proclamation 
(Translation.) 

PEOPLE must have learned of the meoting of the General Assombly held in 
Nejd, of its discussion of internal and foreign affairs of the country, and of its issuing 
many decisions on various subjects; one of which was the summoning before the 
Sharia court of certain persons accused of acting contrary to the Sharia lav. 

Certain ambitious persons, such as Faisal-ed-Doweisb and Sultan Ibn Bujad, who 
have been concealing under tho Sharia law a lust for plunder and an attempt to attain 
their seliish cods, found that the summons exposed their plans and tore off the veil 
which thoy had’ put on in order to hide their evil intentions, and destroyed their 
ambition to appear to be working ia the name of religion, whereas religion bad no 
eoucern with their deeds. They wanted to turn to their own use the general 
indignation and dixpleasure which arose out of the breach of agreements and covenants 
‘on the part of Iraq, and 10 declared that they inteoded to raid Iraq and to pull down 
the forts which hat been built contrary to treatic 

Certain simple persons were deewived by their tmisrepresentations, and they were 
followed by various eronkery ancl all the windbaxs. While they were proceeding to 
the north they also attacked certain peaceful travellers ia Nejd. So all the chief 
commanders and headmen without exception asked His Majesty to adopt strict measures 
for their punishment and ent off their evil conduct at the roots 

‘This incident took place during the military review at Qasim. His Majesty sent 
messengers and delegates to the offenders to summon them to the Sharia for trial. He 
repeatedly invited them to acknowledge the right and to submit to the decision of 
the Sharia, thus showing merey and pity towards them, lest blood should be she to 
cure the ambitions of those self-soeking individuals. Guilt and ignorance, however, 
overpowered their bearts and they did not agree to the summons to the Sharia. 

‘Orders, therefore, went forth to the commanders of the Nejd army to surround 
the offenders where they were encamped at Radbat Sabla, which is seven hours’ march 
from Artawigah.. ‘The King then sent inviting thei for the last time to submit to the 
decision of the Sharia court, but they reftised and ill-treated the messenger. 

‘On the morning of the 19th Shawal (the 30th March, 1929) orders were issued for 
aan attack on the ofenders, and in one hour eversthing was over. Most of the followers 
“f Faisal-ed-Doweish and Sultan fbn Bujad were killed. ‘The former was seriously 
Sounded and carried to Artawiyah, while the latter fled with him to bis own country. 
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ahi .i8e individuals in question have sent their women and children ag a token of 
ir submission aud surrender, and asked for pardon for their misdeeds. His Majest 
has issued his pardon for all those who were with them, but ho haa made it a condition 
that those two persons should submit to the Sharia Inw at once. Orders have been 
issued to Too Bujad to surrender himself to the Amir of Shagra for fear he might 
fuller injury at the bands of bis troops if he came to the eamp of His Majesty the 

Faisal-ed-Doweiah's son Handar was killed, and his other son, Abi-l-Axie, has 





(1B 2280/1667/91) No. 61 


Lord Loyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received May 
on " Austen Chamberlain. —(Received May 6). 
Sir, % 
sina . Cairo, April 26, 1929. 
by NETH seforance to my despatch No. 242 of the 28nd Marob Inst, Tam informed 
fy the German Minister here that a Treaty of Friendship between Germany and the 
lejaz_ was signed in Cairo to-day by Herr von Stohror, Sheikh Hafez Wabba and 
the local Hejaz agent. 
2. The German Minister states that che treaty is a short document, and includ 
4 clause giving wost-avoured-nation treatment in cowmercial matters pie 
Deparandgt ul, be grateful if a copy of this despatch could be forward to ube 
Department of Overseas Trade. Iam sending a copy 40 This Majenty's agent and 
Ihave, &o, 
LLOYD, High Commissioner. 





( 2300/3/91) No. 62. 


Mr. Jakine to Sir Austen Chamberiain—(Receined May 6.) 


(No. 50. 
{Telegraphic.) dda, May 
ram Yedda, May 6, 1929. 
inister for Foreign Affairs now informa mo that Lbn Hithlain bi 
ts tha son of Abdullah Jalawi of Haya. He adds that Tbn Buied iam prieccee fn 
iyadh and that hopes are not entertained of Feisal's recovery 8 priv 
reported that Fesal has evadad capture a 
mi Saud arrived in Medina 4th May and is expeoted in Jeddah on his 
Mecca om 7th May. ‘The absence of the Kini, coupled with the approach of Hay Day, 
had given rise to considerable doubts ax to the success of the Nejd “battle.” Th 
d be silenced by Th Saud’s appearance in the Hajar. The Amir Saud iv 
remaining in Riyadh 
(Repeated to Traq and ‘Transjordania, No. 69.) 





(B 2329/2322 /91) No. 63. 


. Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain (Received May 7.) 
graphic.) K. Jedda, May 7, 1929. 
BN SAUD arrived at Jeddah this morning Acting Minister for Foreign 
irs, who went to Rabigh yesterday to meet His Majesty, saw meon his return 
and said that as a result of the death of Ibn Hithlain the Ring anticipated trouble 
qrith Ajman, He accordingly wished to despatch force imately to Has, bit 
found himself confronted wi transport difficulties and the fe rT 
dispersed troops recently assembled in the Nejd stig pone 











& 
E 2327 2322/91 No. 64 
Ur dakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain —{Receited May 7.) 
(Nos, 53 and 54.) 
(Telegeaphic.) Sediti, May 7, 1929. 

MY immediately preceding telegram, 

King therefore wished to mnke the following request of His Majesty's 
Government -— 

(1) That they would place a troopship at bis disposal so-as to transport 
1,000 men he had in Hejaz from Jeddah to Uqair immediately and then 
be available for any further similar employment 

(2) That they would supply him with 3,000 Lee-Enfield rifles (mixed, if 
possible, and with magazines to take seven rounds) and 1,000 boxes of 
ammunition (1,000 rounds to a box). 

His Majesty thought that to send ship, arms and ammunition from England 
would entail too much delay. He therefore asked that they might be sent from the 
nearest available place (¢.g., Aden, India or Tra). ‘The arms and ammunition could 
bein Ugnir on the arrival there of the men, If all the arms and ammanition were 
not available now, what could he have at once and when could they be landed at 
Ugair! In that cise when would the balance arrive? 

T told Minister for Foreign Affairs that I thought it unlikely that « British 
troopship would be available i tie vicinity of Jeddah, 

‘There are of course a nurober of British pilgrim ships lying idle in the harbour, 
they will not be required until after Haj and are suitable for the purpose in view 
Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he quite understood that payment would have 
to be made for services now desired. I gather, however, that they wish to keep cost 
As low as possible and think British troopship would be cheaper than a pilgrim ship 

Minister for Foreign Affairs stated thnt the King was anxious to receive a reply 
at the earliest possible moment and pressed me to beg for an early decision 





(B 2347/2822/91) No. 65. 


Ar. Jaking to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received May 5.) 
(fe 58.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Jedda, May 8, 1920 
"ACTING Minister for Foreign Affairs telephoned me this morning from Mecca 
and said he had been charged to convey the following message from Tha Saud -— 

“We understand that bands of our subjects fleeing from our punitive 
expedition intend to move towards Trag. They have chosen as their bases 
Scbahia and frontier zope north of Hasa and near Koweit territory, moving 
northwards towards Koweit. We understand, moreover, that they ai willing 
to commit hostile acts on Iraq and in the frontier zone. They are being pursued 
by our punitive force, and we are afraid they will eventually be compelled to 
Comit’in Taq acts of which we disapprove. We therefore request His 
Majesty's Government to take steps to resist them so that any further trouble 

‘on the frontier may be avoided.” i 
inister for Foreign Affairs said that this message did not mean to imply that 
His Majety gave his censent under article 6 of Bahra Agreement to crossing of the 


front et ing Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that he would confirm the message in 
iting to reach me to-morrow. 
wr epeated to Bagdad, No. 71.) 


ete Ne oe i PLS, a SI er tert 


E 2348/2322/91 No. 66. 


ma say Mr Taint to Sir Avaten Chambertan.—(Reoieed May 8) 
(Telegraphic) _B. , 2 
saga Se eee ese ean te 
Abdullab-bin-Musaad, Abdulla Jelawi and latter's aon, This perhaps utins 
Apparent inconistedcy of my imiediatels preceing telegram with my telegram 





(B 2397 91 No, 67, 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jodda 
moe lain to Mr. Jakinx (Jedda) 
(Telegraphic) F 
graphi vt ‘oreign Office, May 9, 1929, 
YOUR telegrams Nos. 58 and 54 of 7th May = Request of tha Saud for troopship 
Matter is undor active and sympathetic consideration, but deci 
. a apathetic consideration, but decision has not yet 
been rence ny cate Titi troopship eannot be made available, Meanwhile, 
out to ascertain informally precise nature nents proposed bj 
Th Sand for taking delivery of armsland nmmunition at Uquie. Anchorage there i 
accessible for small boats only, and there cat of course be to question of landing 
at Rahrein. Would alternative of delivering are and ammunition 
tddab be in any way helpful or practicable! 
‘ou should repent all telegrams on this subject to Bagdad (who will: repon 
to Rushire) and India. ‘ Sn nam ape 
(Repeated to Bagdad and Indin, No. 27.) 


E 2432/2322/91) 0 
Mr. Jaking to Sir Aiisten Chamberlain (Received May 13) 
Fedlda, May V8, 1929, 


T explained to Minister for Foréign A@airs that British troopship cannot be 
made available, and understand he is attempting to arrange through (Gellatly, 
Hankey and Co. (Limited), for a Strick a (a and Co. vessel to call here. 
Tha Saud assures mo that adequate arrangements for unloading in launches can be 
made for ships lying off Ugair. T explained that landing at Bahrein was out of the 
question. His Majesty said that delivery of arms, &c., at Jeddah would not help 
in the least—they were required in the Persian Gulf. 

(Repeated to Bagdad and India, No. 7 


E 2478 /2822/91) No. 60. 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received May 18 
freee be (Received May 1) 
(Telegraphic. Jedda, May 15, 192. 
MY telegram No. 60, een ae 
Thu Saud sent Minister for Foreign Affairs to Jeddah this morning to enquire 
the position as regards required arms and ammunition, If their arrival was delayed 
they would be of no use. Need was urgent, I endeavoured to reassure Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on lines of your telegrams Nos, 45 and 46, but could not entirely 
relieve his anxiety. He said that even 500 rifles, if available immediately, would be a 
great help. Minister for Foreign Affairs asked whether I could not obtain some 
further information for early communication to His Majesty. 
(Repeated to Bagdad and India, No. 73) 





(20485) 














(B 2479/2479/91) 


Mr. dakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Receiced May 15.) 

(No. 62) 
(Telegraphie.) Jedda, May 15, 1929 

MINISTRY for Foreign Affairs stated that the King expected to return to Nejd 
not later than the middle of August, Before his departure, however, he would like 
to discuss general question of relations in the Persian Gulf. The chief points he 
had in mind were: (a) Customs duties levied on articles destined for Nejd. (6) trade 
facilities; (¢) nationality and passport questions—particularly with reference to 
Nejd subjects in Babrein and existing practice there; (d) Nejd representatives in 
Bahrein and Koweit 

(Repeated to Bahrein and Koweit, No. 79.) 





E 2442/63/91) No. 71 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda), 
(No. 0.) 
(Telegraphic:) B. Foreign, Office, May 15, 1929. 
MY telegram No. 10 of 15th January; Crossing of Nejd frontier by British 


aireraft 
Please inforn Ibn Saud that two Royal Air Force aircraft from Transjordan 


inadvertently crossed Nejd frontier near Kaf on 10th May, and express regret of 
His Majesty's Government for this oceurrence. 





(B 2257 /323/91 No. 72 
Foreign Office to Mr. Jakins (Jedda), 


Foreign Office, May 15, 1929. 
WITH reference to Foreign Oflice despatch No. 71 of the Lith April enclosing 
4 memorandum on the question of the channels to be used for communications between 
Hix Majesty's Government, or between the High Commissioners for Iraq, Palestine 
and Transjordan, and King Ibn Saud, 1 am directed by Secretary Sir Austen 
Chaynberlain to teansait to you, for your information, the nesmpanying copies of 
nemi-oflicial cortespondence with the Colonial Office. ‘The incident which gave rise 
to thin correspondence t# that reported in your telegram No, 43 of the 19th April. 

2. You may in future communicate to the Hejazi Government, without 
awaiting further inateuetions, any information received from the Transjordanian or 
Traqi Governments not only relating to raids, as laid down in paragraph 4 of the 
am refered to above, but also relating to other frontier incidents of a 


Tam, &. 
G_ W. RENDEL. 


(No. 06.) 





E 2479/2479/91) No. 73. 
Sie Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda). 


(No. 54.) 
(Telegraphic:) 


R. Foreign Office, May 17, 1929 

YOUR telegram No, 62. Tbn Sand’s desire to discuss relations in Persian Gulf, 

Question i reeiving consideration, but much time will be saved if yon can 
e 


meanwhile obtain from the Hejaz Government and send by bag as soon as possible 
meaty itor oning forth tn detail precise poiate which Lim Saud withes ts raise 

‘N copy of the memorandum should be sent direct to Political Resident at 
Bushire, to whom you should repeat your telegram No, 62 and any future telegrams 
‘on this subject. 





E 2404/82/91 No. 74. 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Jakins (Jedda), 

(No. 
(Telegraphic) B. Foreign Office, May 18, 1929 

Mx. W. L. BOND, at present acting consul at Tangier, has been appointed to 
be His Majesty's Agent and Consul at Jeddah in succession to Mr. Bird, and expects 
to arrive in Jeddah about the middle of June. 

Please inform Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Mr. Bond will be instructed to inform youi direct of exact date of his arrival 





[BE 2593 /2322/91 75. 
Mr. Faking to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received Moy 22.) 
(So. 98) 
Jeddah, Aprit 28, 120. 
Tne Qura” on the 

manitiv S ¥ hand tha Humaid-bin- 
ja 

2 ‘Tho report claims that for two. yours there hial“beon no. pervonal’ contact 
between the King and the unraly chiefs of the Mutair and Ataibab tribes who, in the 
erection of the Traq desert posts, had been provided with an excuse for raiding and 
with « number of adherents 

3. Stross is Iaid on His Majesty's efforts for peaco oven after Faisal and Bin Bujad 
bad joined forces against him, and it wax not antit these chiefs bad ignored a final 
injunction to retura bjoct thomselves to the Sharia under threat of attack that 
Ton Saud marched a 

4. Tn. conclu ‘extract states that unrest, which in inevitably associated 
with chango arose in Nejd from a failure to appreciate the underlying religious 
Principles of the new social order, The hope is expressed that as a remit of the 
military action of thn Saud, Nojd may ho freed from dissension and in the: pursuit 
of religion and social progress serve to Toad the Arab rennscence, 


Thave, &e- 
HG. JAKINS, 





Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain,—(Ieceived May 28.) 
(No. 99.) 
Sir, Jeddah, Aprit 20, 1929, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 98 of the 28th April, [have the honour to 
forward herowith a tranlation of a further extract from the ** Um-el-Qura"* concerning 
the action taken by {bn Saud against Faisal-ed-Doweia and Ibn. Bujad 

This extract reports the flight of Faisal and Ibn. Bajad, tho former seriously 
wounded, after a decisive encounter om the 30th March. Ibn Saud subsequontly 
consented to receive the subinission of Fisal-ed-Doweiah, attr he had recovered from 
his wounds, om condition that he held o communication with hin tribe, the Mutair 
Tha Bujad proceeded to Riyadh to surrendor himself there, lest his life should. be 
endangered by his presenting himself ia the Royal camp: 

3 The day after the battle Ibn Saud called ther the ulema and the chief 
tribesmen to the number of 2,000 that, warned. by the recent incidents, they might 
arrive at an improved line of conduct. He therefore suggested that, 8o far as religion 
was concerned, they aust rely on tho railings of the ulema and not-on their individual 
judgment ; that they should give hit thoie complete allegiance ; that they sh 
no meetings or assemblies without his permission; and, finally, that they 
respect their fellow Moslerns and their property, 

4. The alema approved of these proposals, which exactly met the wishes of the 
assembled chieftains. 

Thave, &e. 




















B 2686/94/91) 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received May 27.) 
(No. 162.) 
Sir, Jeddah, May 1, 1929 

TL HAVE the honour to transmit herewith my report ou the situation in the 
Hejaz for the period the Ist to 30th April, 192% 

2 Copies of this report have been sent to Egypt, Bagdad, Jernsalem (2), 
Jerusalem for transmission to the Royal Air Force Officer Commanding in Palestine 
and Tranajordan, Beirot, Damascus, Aden, Delhi. Singapore, Khartum through 
Port Sudan, Lagos (2), the Senior Naval Officer, Red Sea Sloops. 

Thave, &e 
i. G. JARINS 


Enelowuire 1 in No. 77. 
Jeddah Report for Period April 1 to 30, 1929. 


THE first reports cin Ibn Saud’s march to Qusim at the head of a punitive 
expedition have now been received. An oficial communiqué states that on the 
30th March (a month after the King informed His Majesty’s Gov of the 
decision he had taken) Ibn Humaid:bin-Bujad H h were 
surrounded at Sabla (near Artawiyab) and d : Faisal 
is given as having been seriously wounded and Tha Bujad asin ftght, Both are said 
to have offered surrender, but to have been insteucted to submit themselves to the 
Sharia, ‘The " Um-el-Qura ” embellishes the story, and adds the usual references to 
the tears shed by Flis Majesty and his troops. According to the " Um-el-Qura,” 
Ibn Bujad proceeded after the battle to Riyadh to surrender himself there, while 
Faisal, whoa wounds were to0 severe for him to appear in person, was promised 
pardon on the condition that he beld no communication with his tribe, the Motair 

2 Mecca, which, honting no news ofthe King’s return to the iejaz, had teen 
inclined to scoffat-the reported defeat of the insurgents, suddenly, at the end of the 
month, produced a most interesting version of its own. The holy city’s acount is 
Uhat Tho Sand announced a general attack on Iraq In this way be gathered together 
«4 force not less than 20,000 in all, inelnding the tribesmen of Ltm Hujad and Faisal- 
ed-Doweish. Preserving the utinost secrecy as to ntentions, he %0 
arranged the camp as t0 b Bedouins of Thn Bujad and Faisal-ed-Dowelsh 
completely surrounded by n adherents-—town dwellers, for the mast part, who 
had suffered at the hands of the two notorious chieftains. He sent certain unreliable 
members of the ulema to Mecca and placed Khalid:bin-Luay (who was responsible 
for the Taif massacre of September 194) to hold Taif and the surrounding country 
in case of necessity, Then, two daye bofore the date of the suppoeed advance on 
Traq, Ibn Sand suddenly demanded the sirrender of the rebel pair, The battle which 
ensued arose from their Fesistance, Fainal ix mid to have escaped and to be still at 
large, and bn Bujad to have been captured and to have had the hairs of his beard 
pulled out one by one before being cust into prison in Riyadh, Some support of this 
vorsion has been found in the fact that the Um-el-Qura” never mentioned the 
decision to advance against the raiders. This was conveyed by the King in a letter to 
the agency, ‘The " Umeel-Qura” referred throughout to a royal review of troops and 
‘even the official communiqué of the battle cominences with the words "during the 
military review at Qasim.” Tt ie also, perhaps, not without interest to. recall the 
bellicosity of the * Um-el-Qura’s"” references to Iraq during the last few months 
‘and to return to paragraph 10 of the Jeddah ruport for the month of March, which 
recorded Sheikh Fund Hamza's objection to the presence of a sloop in Jeddah 
harbour on the grounds that it might be misinterpreted as a counter demonstration 
by His Majesty's Government to rumoured military movements against Tra 

3) Tn'amy case Nejd 18 apparently sufficiently quiet to permit the Ring to 
return to the Hejaz even although the proposed visit of the Amir Sand (his viceron 
in Riyadh) has been postponed. The streets of Jeddah have been decorated wit 
bunting, and the barracks where the King is to lodge, and two queer triumphal arches 
arbitrarily placed among the sandhills splotched red and green. His Majesty will 
enter the city through the new double gate which has been pierced in the wall some 
100 yard? to the east of the former Bab Jadid, and it is to be hoped that he will be 
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more fortunate than last year when the dense mass of the cheering populace failed 
to materialise and he was compelled to gv out again and have a second shot, through 
the Mecca gate, at a triumphant entry. A considerable number of houses have been 
built in Mecca for the Royal family, from which it is deduced that the King hopes 
to be relieved of the necessity for yearly visits to Nejd and to govern from Mecca. 

4. Both Nejd and Transjor iave reported raids during April, Nejd many 
more than Transjordan,  Transjordan, however, appears to have sustained the 
heavier losses. Trransjordan, moreover, claims that one of the alleged 
did not concern that country a domestic difference among the 
Transjordan section of the Beni Tt is also stated that the nanos of some of 
those given as raiders by the Hejaz Government are unknown, On instructions from 
His M njeaty, Fuad Hamza has pressed for a reply to the various protests made 
during the last few months. ‘This reply is in the course of preparation 

3. During the month an attempt was made to secure the person of At 
Ato. A sutmons to appear at Auupan was tunately conveyed in the f 
an invitation to visit the Amir Abdulla. rested on arrival but. 
subsequently released, as it was felt that t ances af his arrest offended both 
British and Arab sentiment. Endeayours a to be made to secure his arrest by 
proper means. A personal xplanation of this incident has bean sent to Thy Sand by 
Tix Majesty's High Commissioner for Transjordan. 

Meanwhile, His Majesty has been asked to make a prompt investigation of 
the circumstances ‘surrounding the death of Sheikh  E of the 
Transjordan section of the Beni Atiya, who is stated to have been enticed into the 
Hejaz by Ibn Saud’s sn and then shot dead, Punishment of those guilty of this 
treachery and payment pensation is demanded. 

7 % been informed that the reported motor visit in 
Nejd of a party from Transjordan. including the Sherif Shakir (referred to in 
Paragraph 3 of last month’s report), is entirely without foundation 

5. A roply has now been received to the joint note on the Hejaz Railway 
con a? the suggestion of His Mi y's Government and the French Government 
that the Hejaz should send experts to a ¢ moe haying the Hinited scope of that 
proposed at Haifa provided it way clearly understood and agrood beforehand that 
the conference was not empowered to discuss the question of the status of the 
railway, The reply pays no attention to thix suggestion but returns to the old 
arguments of the Feligious character of the line, and asks that Hix Majesty's 
Governinent and the h Government will reconsider their decision and agree to 
reopen the matter for full discussion. When within a fortnight of sending this reply 
Sheikh Fund Hamza asked me whether T had received any further expression of Hiv 
Majesty's Government's views, T assured him that I had not received, and did not 
expect to receive, anything further on the subject 

2. Ie snot given to cvervone to share the attributes of the Abmighty but Fuad, 
in his capacity of Law giver, has again during the past month given abutdant proof 

superiority in this respect. El Ala has now. been organised. The Ottoman 

nistrative boundaries are to remain, and an Amir is to be appointed with a 
kaiminkam as assistant aunicipality. the police, the Post Off, the Finance 
Department, the kadi and the military detachn re weverally put into their places 
and instructed in the pleasant diversion of passing papers to ohe another with the 
endorsemet at Seen.” . 

10. ‘The text of a regulation of some importanice on the press and printin, 
alo beet issued, aud is attached to this report as an appendix [Bacoenre ae 

11, There is a lighter touch in the advice to pilgrims published by the Health 
Department. Pilgrims, mutawifs and sheikhs are 6 take care not’ to expose 
themselves to the hot sun, If they feel the effect of the hent they are to retire to a 
place in the shade and apply compresses of iced water to the head. Sufferers at night 
are counselled to repair to the nearest place with red light over the entrance this 
apparently being the distinguishing mark of a health station By day stich posta 
fly a white and a green flag. ine stations or sheds with doctors, orderlies and water 
iave been established between Mecea, Muna and Arafat. Electric lights are to be 
placed on the way between Mecca and Muna. Six large ears, seven mule-drawn 
vehicles, hand carts and stretchers are available for the transport of the sick to the 
‘health stations. Two men on motor cycles are to render first aid to the multitade. 

12° Tenders are invited for the conveyance by motor car of mails between 
Teddab and Mecea. A regular camel mail service is to be instituted between Wei 
and E! Ala, Mecca and Lith, Lith and Qunfida, Qufida and Jizan. Commencing 
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tlie 11th April, the rite of ordinary letters for alirdad wns incredsed from three to 
three and a half girsh saudi, ‘The registration fee has been similarly increased 

13. My Egyptian colleague has hid an animated month. On the Mth April be 
‘Was informed by telephone from the quay thatthe Khedivial mail steamer had brought 
an Egyptian medical mission complete with doctors, dispensers, orderlies, tents, stores 

3 no notice had been sent of their departure from Egypt, the 

not been warned of their arrival. Each member of the 
mission bad a carte d’identité issued by the authorities in Egypt but no other travel 
document and no Hejaz visa, After prolonged discussions with the Foreign Minister 
nnd the kaimakam, the Egyptian consul secured permission for the personnel to laud 
‘and all the equipment subsequently passed duty free through the customs with the 
exception of the two ambulances, which still await release. The Hejax authorities 
seomn to have been induced to admit the mission on the strength of 24,000 Egyptian 
pilgrims who were said to be following and whom they naturally could not afl 
to lose. Nevertheless, in view of the relations existing between the two Gove 
the Egyptinn démarche must be considered as singularly impudent. Half « dozen 
or 60 of the hospital tents have now been pitched outsicle the walls on the north of the 
town and immediately fucing the barracks where Tbn Saud is expected to stay 
Equipment is provided for similar installations at Mecca, Medina and Yanbo. 
Included are » number of gay green striped ss, although, with the 
guardsman who was asked if his kit contained a ‘one is tempted to 
‘enquire “ what for’ 

14. Pilgrimage statistics are now begins ssumie a final f The 
Egyptinn pilgrims are now given at the reduced igure of 18,000, while Syrin is 
‘expected to provide 5,000 and North Africa 4,000, ‘Th last issue this month of the 
“Umel-Qura" gave the meagre total of pilgrims in the Hejaz as 64.220, The 
financial prospects of the comntry are thus far from reassuring. 

15, M. Maigeot arrived from Bagdad on the French armed yacht " Baccarat 
to take up his appotntment ag French consul at Jeddah, He spent seven years in his 
Just post and is apparently prepared to stay as long here, As, however, his practice 
neem to be to tise his post as a base for extended travels in the Middle and Far East 
he is not likely to auffer much from the change M. Maigret is returning immediately 
to Bagdad, and proposes to proceed thence to Paris 

16, During the period under review no slaves have teen repatrinted by this 


ageney 


Enclosure 2 in No. 77 
Regulation for the Press and Printing. 


1, ‘THIS regulation will be called the regulation of the press and printing 
2% The terme employed in thie regulation have the following signification -— 


(a) A press ia any instrament for printing written copies either by machine 
Jelly or other means 

(@) Periodical and temporary publications are those which are not issued 
regularly from time to time, 

(c)) The responsible director 1s the person who undertakes to be responsible to 
the Government for the work of the press, regular newspapers and 
periodical temporary publications 

(2) The proprietor 1s the person to whom the right to issue a newspaper or 
publication has been granted. 


Section 2. 


3, Any person wishing to open a press must obtain permission from the 
Government, 

4. Any porsou wishing to obtain permission to open a. press must apply to the 
Government giving his name, surname, place of residence, together with the names 
of his partners, their residences and any other details the Government may require 
from time to time, He must also deposit a guarantee of £50 cash with the 
Government Treasury, 

5... The proprietor or proprietors of a press must inform the Government of any 
transfer from one place to another. When the ownership of a press is changed from 


‘ene person to unother, whether by sale, purchase or inheritance, the new 
the heirs op their guardian, shall forward the details required under articl 
6. Those presses wit 
therein will have their presses closed by the 
7 isting presses should, in compliance with the foregoin 
rd the req details and obtain the permission within a month trae 
the publication of this regulation, 
The proprietor of a press or its director xhould forward copies of the 
following printed matter before distribution »— 


(@) All kinds of books and pamphlets 
() Newspapers and all kinds of circulars 
(¢.) Magazines and all kinds of perioical publications. 


‘ The propr or ofa pee sh oe commence printing the matter to be published 
from the Government. - ee zh 4 


‘of the press must appear on all publications, books or maguzines 

Printed by it with the escoption of governmental or purely personal papers 
11 “Any infraction of the above regulations (except as ix mentioned in 

article 6) will be fined from £1 to £10, and the fine will be donbled for rocidivists 


Section 3, 


12, No one may publish or edit a newspaper, magazine or a periodical. o 
temporary paper excopt with the permision trom the Government. TM 
Anyone wishing to obtain permission to establish a newspaper, magazine, 
Periodical or temporary paper shall submit to the Viwoy's alee tee apnea, 
signed by himself and the responsible director, gi he following detatly : 


(a) Name of the paper, magazine or publication 

{6} Place of publication, its scope and sujet 

(¢.) Appointed dates of {esto 

(d.} The language in which it will be published 

(¢.) Name of applicant, his surname, nationality and residence: 

(/.) Name of the director responsible, his age, nationality nnd residence. 





(BE 2688/1667 /91 


Mr. Jaking to Sir Austen Chamberlain — ii lay 7, 

romps amberlain—(Received May 27.) 
Sir, Jeddah, May 5, 1929, 

ARH referoooe ta ay telogram No 40 of the dt May. That aed 
encl rewith a translation of the official at vent of re of ¥ 
Terao aieeeee of the signature of a Treaty 

2. T asked the Hejaz Acting. Minister for Foreign Afiairs whither, follow 
cordial prosedent established at the time of the neyotiations with aly ty Rega 
1927, he intended to convey to me the text of the ‘tweaty before its ratification, Sheikh 
Fuad replied that. he had no authority to do so. During the course of conyerastien 
I gathered, however, that the chiof clauses covere! the establishment of, oral 
relations, the reciprocal appointment in due -couree of diplomatic and gonedor 
representatives, the protection of nationals in accordance. with. the principles of 
ae law and commerce on the basis of the treatment of the qwost favoured 




















ot 


3. Livus informed that the treaty’ was signed in Cairo ow the one part by the 
German Minister there, and on the other by the Hejax Agent and Sheikh Hafiz 
Wahba. 

Thave, &. 
H. G. JAKINS 


Enclosure in No. 78 


Notification from the Prese Department 
(Translation. ) 

A TREATY of Friendship between the Kinglom of the Hejaz, Nejd and its 
Dependencies and the German Reich has been signed by two plenipotentiaries on 
behalf of His Majesty's Governinent, and one on behalf of the German Reich on the 
16th Zel Qoda, 1347 (26th April, 1929). 

‘The text of the treaty will be published after its ratification, 





{ E 2796/63/91 No. 79. 
Mr, Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received dune 3.) 


exraphio) BR Jedda, June 2, W922. 

I Took advantage of arrival of I d in Jeddah to make verbal 
communication to him on question of arbitration on lines of your telegram No. 40 

This Majesty vigorously maintained his point of view, which appeared chielly 
to be based. on his suspicions of a es and official in Transjordania, He 
expressed his preference and willingbess to rely on sense of justice of Hix Majesty's 
Government, to whose decinion he was perfectly propared to leave complete settle 
ment of claim 

He demurred when reference was made to responsibility he would incur if he 
insisted on retention of his propose condition, but appreciated amplified assurances 
contained in your telegram. He said he would reply in dine conrae to note T wax to 
address to bim in the matter. 

(Repeated to Jernsnlem, No. 9%.) 





E 2817/63/91 
Mr, Jakin to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receiced June 3) 
and 76, 
grnphic) Tedd, June 2, 192 
MY immediately preceding telegram. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs subsequently came to vee me and said that if T 
would undertake not to seid note King was prepared to put forward following 
roposal for approval of His Majesty's Government» " That question of urbitration 
psec af id be abandoned and that claims of both sides should be 

vernment for decision at their absolute discretion.” 


snsibility,’ grave responsi 
eepousibilit If uses) Minister 


[B 2381/2322/91 


Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain.(Received June 6 


Tedd, June 6, 1929. 
ISTER for Foreign Affairs has handed me note from Tbn Saud in which 
States that his recent punitive measures were undertaken, not because of his 
subjects’ misconduct in Nejd, but because of their acts against countries with which 
he is bound by ties of friendship and affection, 
He adds that, in spite of their recent withdrawal into Nejd, Ibn Mashur and his 
Ghut Ghut and Ajman followers are still receiving assistance, encouragement, food 
and other supplies from Koweit 
His Majesty states that he intends severely to punish remaining offenders, but 
cannot begin un 
1, His Majesty's Government will say whether they are prepared to effect 
military measures to expel by force any taking refuge in Koweit of 
Mesopotamia. Hs asks this because he knows that his dear friend the 
Sheikh of Koweit has not sufficient forces at his own disposal 

2. His Majesty's Government will give him an aasurance that they will take 
effective measures by appointing persons to control these ‘matters to 
prevent leakage of supphes from Roweit. He requests this because he 
Tears tha: in spite of his friendship, the economic position of his country 
obliges the sheikh to wink at smuggling. The sheikh does not, mareover, 
possess adequate means for a serions Innd blockade to stop outgoing 
suprlies. 

In order that he may eradicate disaflection in the whole of tho frontier zone, 
His Majesty's Government and tho sheikh will agree to his forced 
pursuing offenders across the Koweit frontier and di them ont of 
that territory 

His Majesty asks for earli¢nt possible reply 

(Repeated to India, Bagdad, Burhire and Kowelt, No. 102.) 





No, 82 
Mr. Jakins to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received June 7.) 


ic.) Jedda, June 7, 1929 
ENTING note, Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs stated that he was 

instructed to add that Elis Majesty knew appeal for assistance which had been forth 
coming had been addressed to the Sheikh of Koweit. Loot had been sent to hi for 
dis ed arms, amuunition, money and supplies returned in exchange. Plunder 
had been sold in Koweit itself. Whatever had heen done was with knowledge of 
sheikh. Minister produced illiterate Bedouin letter from Trahib-bin-Shuqair to 
Thn Sand which neither he nor I can completely understand, but which in the King’s 
‘opinion is evidence of sheikh’'s complici 

Minister for Foreign Affairs added that if His Majesty’ wernment wished to 
put an end to the difficulty they should institute the blockade. Ibn Saud on his 
side could, inflict no effective punishment if those under influence of [ ! group 
omitted} did not do their share 

Tam sending Arabic copy of letter in question to Bagdad and Koweit for 
examination. A translation T have had prepared follows, 

(Repeated to India, Ragdad, Koweit and Bushire, No. 104.) 





(1B 2996/54/91) No. 8. 


Lord Lloyd to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Receited June 11.) 
(No. 481.) 
ir, Cairo, June 1, 1929, 

WITH reference to correspondence ending with your telegram No. 163 of the 
25th ultimo T have the honour to report that on the 28th ultimo during my farewell 
Audience with the King, I spoke to His Majesty on the lines of the 8fth paragraph 
of my despatch No. 208 of the 5th April last. 

(20485) r 











2 ‘The King showed a good deal of ill-humour over the matter) aiid!did not 

pear to relish my representations His Majesty replied that he had sent an 
envoy to the Imam to enquire after his health, and that the only object of the Yemeni 
Mission here and of any missive from the Tmam had been to show alarm at the 
reforms now being made in the Azhar. 

3. This statement of the Kin contradiction to the statement 
made by th : rs ding the Imam Yehya's letter 
to the King (see first paragraph of my telegram No. 81 of the 4th March last), His 
Majesty's explanations were obviously quite unsatisfactory, but I think that my 
Tepresentations to him may have been salutary » 

T have, & 
LLOYD, High Commirrioner 





[B 2982/63/91) >. St 


" Mr. Jakine to Mr. A..Hendersone~( Received June 12) 
(No. 85,) 
(Telegraphio.) Jedda, June 12, 1929, 

MINISTER for Foreign Aflaire b letter on the subject of 
raids from Trans) He complains that py left without reply, loot 
is not returned, 1 ot puttished, ior do attacks cease. During the’ past 
month reports of more than twenty incidents have been received, and Hoja? tribe 
have lost all pationce 

Hoja Government. bave therefore decided to send two punitive expeditions to 
punish the raiders. Their activities will be confined to the Hojaz and Nejd niece 
His Majesty's Govornment agree to faclitate there task ast alice guilty to be 
urmed within Transjordanian territory. Co-operation with His Majesty's 
Fovernment ix sought in this matter 

(Repeated to Jerusalem, No, 113.) 





E 3007/2922/91) No. 45, 


t Mr. A. Henderson to Mr. Bond (Jedda), 
(No. 62) 
(Telegraphic,) Re. Foreign Office, June 15, 1999. 
KLOUR telegrams No. 79 of th June wnd No. 81 of ‘th Jane: Aktwan refopees 
in Koweit 
You atiould inform Tbn Saud that His Majesty's Government are concerting 
measures for the co-operation of British forces with those of the Sheikh of Koweit 
ith a view to preventing the improper use of Koweiti territory by any refugees trom 
ojd. As His Majesty has already been informed by Sir G: t ton direct, 
Adequate measures have been taken to prevent such refugees from obtaining asylum 
in Iraq 
Jn these circumstances the question of Nejdi forces crossing the Koweit frontier 
does not arise, His Majesty will appreciate, however, that there would in any case 
have been serious political objections to such'a course 
As regards other points. you should inform Tbn Saud that sheikh indignantly 
denies allegations and suggests that possible sources of leakage of supplies are 
Thu Saud’s Awazim allies in Hasa and loyal Akhwan who purchased food in Kowelt 
with Tht Saud’s permission and removed it by sea. His Majesty's Government ee 
however, examining whole question with a view to establishing fact, 
(Addressed to Jeddah, No, 62. Repeated to Bagdad, Bushire and Koweit) 





[E 3115/2322/01 No. 86. 


Mr. Jaking to Sir Austen Chamborlain—(Received Juno 19.) 

(No. 114.) 

HIS Majesty's acting agent and consul at Jeddah presents his compliments to 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to 
transmit to him copy of a letter from the Hejax Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
dated the 9h May, 1929, acknowledging the message from His Majesty's High 
‘Commissioner for Iraq, 

Jeddah, May 18, 1920, 


Enclosure in No, 86, 


Hejaz Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Acting British Agent 
‘and Consul, Jeddah, 
20.11.1347 (Moy 9, 1 
T HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that His Majesty, my 
Sovereign. has received through His Britannic Majesty’s consul in Bahreiu (Ii 
Colonel Barrett) a message of congratulation from His Britannic Majo 
Commissioner for Iraq. I enclove herewith His Majesty's reply, which | beg you 10 
transmit by the first opportunity to his Excelleney :— 

“Wa thank your Excellency for the sympathy expressed in your message. 
likewise for your wishes to the effect that our recent punitive actions inay be the 
preface to the settlement of the dispute outstanding between us and Iraq in a 
Tanner which will guarantee the sttainme ave previously abd 
repeatedly pointed out to your Es 

"We were particularly pleased with one poiat meutioned in your Excellen 
message that ths request of certain of uur aubjecta to the administrative inspector 
of the southern Bedouins to protect then from our punishment hax been rigorously 
refused, and we ore accordingly grateful for such action, 

“We have noted also that the mq Government will never afford asylam to 
our subjects who have committed crimes against certain Iq tribes, Bot we wish 
to draw your Excellency's attention to the fact that it in difficult to distinguish 
betwoen the criminal and the innocent in this walter, and wo fear lest anything 
might happen 10 cause inisundermianding at the preseat time or in the fature 
Wo are therefore of opinion that the co-operation of the Iraq Goverament with ux 
yronld be perfected by their taking tnoneures to prevent the-eitrunco and the stay 
in Iraq territory of refugees from amoug our subyecta whoover thoy say be, 

“We bave informed the British agent at Jeddah of the raovembeuts of cortain 


people who, it has been reported to us, may take refuge in Iraq, so that he may 
communicate with the British Governinent to prevent them from extering Iraq 
and staying there. We shall not fail to forward later any further information 
about refugees who may be going, in order that they may be watched in a 


special w 


With highest respects, 
FUAD HAMZA, 
Acting Miniater for Foreign Affairs. 


(E 3145/2322/91) No. 87. 
Mr. Bond to Mr. A, Henderson —(Receieed June 20.) 
(No. 0 
Sac phic.) Jedda, June 19, 1929, 
TEJAZ Government learn that Feilal-ed-Doweish left Artawiva some days ago 
to join Ajman and Tha Mashbur, He requests that His Majesty's Government will 
wrevent communication hetween rebels and Koweit and Iraq and prevent anyone from 
‘oweit and Iraq from joining them. He adds that for the present occaaion only 
the Hejaz Government agree to British aeroplanes being sent to bomb the rebels if 
necessary within Nejd territory itself 
(Repeated to Koweit, Bushire, Bagdad and Government of Tm 





[20485 











|B 3146/2322/91 


Mr. Bond to Mr. A. Henderson—(Received,June 19.) 
(No, 91 
(Telegraphic,) Jedda, June 19,1 
MY immediately preceding teleg 
Minister for Foreign Affairs explained that if no active measures were taken by 
His Majesty's Government loyal subj well as rebels would think the latter were 
ing encouraged by His Majesty's Government to oppose Ibn Sand, with prospect of 
subsequently being allowed to take refuge in Mesopotamia or Koweit 
Irrespective, therefore, of whether Tis Majesty's Government agreed to other 
points raised, King wished for the sake of moral as well as material effect that 
aeroplanes should bomb rebels immediately, even if this entailed crossing into Nejd 
torritory 
Minister for Foreign Affaire produced for my inspection fanatical letter 
purporting to have been addressed by Feisal-ed-Doweish to {1 Amir] Saud at Riyadh 
aids on: the infidel. This, he states, proves that position calls for resd 
active assistance from His Majesty's Government 
(Repeated to Mesopotamia, Indin, Bushire and Koweit, No 124) 





|B 9263/63/91 


Mr. Bond to Me. A. Heierion (Received June 26) 
(No 96.) 
Telegraphic.) R Fedde, June %, 1929 
YOUR telegram No, Gt of 14th June 
Following th extract from a note received from Acting Minister for Foreign 
Aflairs 
Hejaz Government wish to do away with arbitration as regards loot With 
Trangjorday in the form in which it was put forward by British Government, 
iid desire British Government itself to act ax arbitrator in the matter and 
dinpowe of {tin a manner it may consider fit and just. ‘This may be done by their 
studying whole of claims of His Majesty's subjects, together with counter-claims. 
hose which are found to be correct will be put down to account of creditor 
Govornment and final liquidation carried ont by this method, 
Hejar Government troxt that British Government will soon succeed in 
settling this question, which is now about five years old, as it is in the interest 
‘of both sides that a soltition should soon be found.”” 


(Repeated to Jerusalem, No, 138.) 





B 3241 /2322/91 No. 00. 


Mr. A. Henderson to Mr, Bond (Seda) 
(No. 66.) 
(Telegraphic) R Foreign Ofice, June 28, 1029 

fat R telegrams Nos. 90 and 91 of 19th June and Colonial Office telegram 
No, 200 of 22nd June to Bagdad, repeated to you: Request of Tbn Saud for 
assistance against rebel Akhwan on borders of Nejd, Iraq and Koweit 

You should now inform Ibn Saud that His Majesty's Government are prepared 
to assist him by co-operating with Sheikh of Koweit in preventing improper use of 
Koweit territory by Nejdi refugees, and that authority has accordingly been given 
for Faisal-al-Dowish to be attacked at once in the event of his entering Koweit 
territory; but that the frontier is not to be crossed except in hot pursnit and unless 
contact has been maintained with the rebels, and that His Majesty's Government 
eannot agree to aeroplanes crossing the frontier merely to search for rebels or to 
initiate operations in Nejd, 





E 3297 /2322/91 
u id to Mr. A. Henderson {Received June 29.) 


graphic) Jedita, June 29, 1920 
finister for Foreign Affairs informs me that se feat has been 
J on Ajman tribe and its adherents, and that several of their leaders have been 
may information, however, ia to tha eflect that theas tribes have extended their 
field of operations and have succeeded in cutting communications between Riyadh and 
Hassa 
Amongst his own local sympathisers Thn Saud's position, both in the Hejaz and 
in the north is considered to be somewhat serious," . 
Ataiba tribes are reported to llecting at Rngba, on Mocea-Riyadh road, 
heen rushing numbers of trcope to concentration camp north of 
J with the situation, It is reported that some fighting has already 
taken pce 
There is alao good evidence to show that the King is concentrating another force 
at Henakiya, north-east of Medina 
Motor cars, lorries and drivers are being commandeered wholesale in Jeddah 
and Mecca, and are being sent to both camps with trooj 
The King is leaving Mecca for Riyadh to-day, having delayed bis departure, it 
is said, owing to insecurity of the rond and necessity for collecting a large force to 
accompany him. 
(Repeated to Jerusalem, Bagdad, Koweit, Government of India, No. 186.) 
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CHAPTER II.—PALESTINE. 


[ B 5897 /651/65 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Hie Majesty's liepresentatives 
sist Mover 
(Circular) 
Sir, Boreign Offre, Janwary U2, 102 

ON various occasions during the past year quest 
the ieneral attitude to bo adopted by His Majesty's representatives and consular 
officers towards the activities of the Zionist movement in the countries whore they 
reside, and in particulur regarding the extent to which facilities should be granted 
by thom ton tives of the Zionist, Organisation, 

Tnordor to ensure consistency, I consider it desimble to define tbo attitude 
to be adopted and the rules to, bo followed regarding the grant of facilities in such 
cases, You are aware from Foreign Office letter of the 25th February, 1027, to 
the Colonial Oftica (Eastern Print, Volume XX, p. 99), that. His Majosty's 
representatives abroad should nob. in any way be nctively associated with the 
Zionist movement, or hold a reception on the 2nd November, the anniversary of 
the Balfour Deolaration, This. statement of principle impliow that you aro 
dobarrod from attending any Zionist function, Tt would be an Wore af 
fexception to be made to this rule, even if other forvign representatives should 
have accepted invitations to be pre 

3. There remains the question of the extent to which ordinary facilities, xuch 
‘as arranging interviews with the Head of the State, or with high Gover 
officials, should be afforded to Zionist ropresentatives abroad. In auch oxo 
your action wust be determined purely by the status, ax a Britinh aubject, of the 

preventative of the Zionist Organisation concerned, Some of these representa 
tives, for instance, n who, by reason of their high standing in thin country 
cor of thoit past services to His Majesty's Government, may be considered as 
having in thomselves a claim to your good offices. Only, therefore, in the event 
of w Ziouist. representative's British statua not being clear, there being 
Aitioaltios of a political nature, will it be necessary for you to refer to me for 
instructions in « particular case. 

“L.. The foregoing regulations do not introduce a new principle into the 
relations of Hin Majesty's Government with the Zionist movement, ‘They are 
simply neoowsitated by the fact that in some countries any suspected inter 
Vention by Hix Majesty's Government on behalf of Zionisin would be liable to 
inisconstruction. 

3. A similar citoular has boon addressed to His Majesty's consular officers 


am, 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 





[B 346 /819/ 
Mr, Chilton to Sir Austen Chamberlain (Received January 1.) 


British Legation tothe Holy See, 


No, 13, Very Confidential.) r ly See 
ome, January 18, 1929. 


ir 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 2 of to-day's date, I have the honour to 
report that I was not quite unprepared for the announeement of the Cardinal Secretary 


Of State that the Holy See wished to send Mgr, Valerie as Delegate Apostolic to 
Palestine, Tronsjordania and Cyprus, in ad Egypt. 1 bad recently heard 
from a reliable source that this had been proposed by the congregation of the Eastern 
Church whieh, for sotne time past, had been thinking of some means of removing 
the Latin Patriarch from his position of first Papal representat in Palestine. 
Mar. arlassins, I ain assured, does excellent work in the purely religious sphere, but 
he is so complotely lacking in diplomatic qualities and political good seuse that he has 
proved an embarrassment, not only to His Majesty's Government but also to the 


it 


Vatican. In view of lis good work in other directions, it is unthinkable that he could 
be removed without promotion to the College of Cardinals, but this soluti 
apparently not feasible, and the only other means of dealing with the situ 
therefore is to appoint & Delegate Apostolic who, ex officio, is supreme Papal rep 
sentative and sole official channel of communication with the Holy See. At_present 
the ‘nominal Delegate “Apostolic for Palestine and Transjordania is the Delegate 
Apostolic in Syria, but I believe he has not becn to Palestine since the end of the war, 
and in any ease the Holy See prefers not to allow the ecclesiastical jurisdiction over 
Catholics in two British mandated territories to rennin attacked to a French one. At 
one time it was under consideration whether or not to send Myr. Paschal Robinson 
as full delegate to Jerusalem, but this, at Teast for the immediate future, has been 
abandoned out of cousideration for the Patriarcli, and also, I think, because the fact 
of Mgr. Robinsou’s being a Franciscan might create difficulties. ‘This is, in brief, 
the background of the Vatican proposal I reported in my telegram under reference. 

san's professed intention is to make a more convenient arrangeinent of 

for the purpose of ecclesiastical adwinistration, and (a secure a more 
adequate and better trained representative than the present Latin Patriarch, 

T have, &e. 
1i, G. CHILTON, 





E 754/319/65) No. 04 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Lor sar) 
(No. 161.) reer 
My Lord, Foreign Office, February 21, W928, 

WITH rolgrcned b5 Youn lalogeam No, Svat, Une diet damary etaive:to the 
proposed extension of Mgr. Valeri's jurisdiction to include Ps 
and Cyprus, T have to p that the qu ereining further 
pres om the Vath h subject over the combined jurisdiction 
has enyayed my attention, 

2. Tn. view of the circumstances revealed in the previous corrgapor 
regarding both the appointment of Mgr. Valeri to be Apostolic Dologate to Egypt 
and the appointment of various Catholie aut in Palestine, it ix clear that 
nothing would be gained by returning to the charge with the Vatican in the sense 
suggested by you at the present stage. more. expecially as it appears from 
Mr Chilton’s telogram No. dof the ist Jatuary, which was repented to you, that 
the arrangement contemplated is intended to be of a temporary nature. In thea 
circumstances, I have instructed Mr. Chilton to inform the Cardinal Seoretary of 
State that His Majesty's Government do not wish to enise any objection to the 
Vatican's proposal 

Tam, &e 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 





"e 754/319/65 04, 05, 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr, Chilton (Holy See 
peice: ‘on (Holy See) 
Sir, reign Office, Kebriary 21, 1928 

I HAVE to inform you that 1 have considers pire of the Vatican 
(which forms the subject of your telegrams Nos. 2 and 3 of the 18th and 2ist 
January, your despatch No, 13 of the 18th January, and Lord Lloyd's telegram No. 31 
of the 2st J ry, that the jurisdiction of Mgr Valeri, the present Apostolic 
Delegate [shouldbe extended vo include Palestine, Tranajordan and Cyprus 

2 [shall be glad if you will now inform the Cardinal Secretary of State, in 
reply to his Eminence's enquiry, that His Majesty's Government do’not desire to 
raise any objection to this proposal 

‘A copy of a despatch which T have addressed to Lord Lloyd on this subject 
is enclosed herein for your information.* 
Tam, &e. 


“AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 








[J 492/492/16) No. 96. 


Lord Lloyil to Sir Austen Chamberlain (Received February 22) 
(No. 63.) 
Gsicgraphic ) Cairo, February 21, 1929. 

TLTEHADIST press reports that the Apostolic delegate will shortly be raised 
to the rank of a Nuncio. 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs have no information on the subject, but if any 
general change in the status of the Vatican's representatives abroad isin 
contemplation as the result of the recent agreement it might be well to remind the 
Cardinal Secretary of State of the undertaking referred to in first paragraph of 
Sir O, Russell's P. despatch No. 91 of Ist June, 1926, 

“Any claim on behalf of the Vatican's representative here to perpetual deanship 
‘of the Diplomatic Body would be highly inconvenient. and in the event of « change 
{n the status of His Majesty's representative such as was contemplated in the Sarwat 
raft treaty might lead to serious difficulties. 





(J 492/492/16) No. 97, 

Sir R. Lindsay (for the Secretary of State) to Mr. Chilton (Holy See) 
No. 6.) 
Telegraphic) |B Foreign Office, March 5, 1929. 

LEASE see Cairo telegram No. 68 of the 21st February: Press reports of 
Glovation of Apostolic Delegate to Nunciate; and your telegram No. 2 of the 
18th January 

Since, as recorded in your telegram, Cardinal Secretary of State recently 

enquired whether His Majesty's Government would have any objection to the 


Proposal o extend the jurisdiction of Mar Valeri, Apostolic Delegate n Epypt to 
i 


Include Palestine, Tranxjordan and Cyprus, 1 shall be glad if you will draw 
Cardinal Gusparri’s attention to these Egyptian press reports, and make what 
Fepresentations are called for in your opinion. Tf necessary, it might be well to 
remind him of the promise recorded in the first of the two telograms referred to above. 





{J 627 /492/16 No. os 


Mr. Chilton to Sie Austen Chamberlain {Received March 7) 

(No. 10.) 
(Telegraphic) Holy See, March 7, 1920 

BLEASE: see your telogram No. 6. On enquiry at the Vatican Tam informed 
that there Is no intantion of sending a Nuncio to Cairo. ‘The Delegate Apostolic will 
continue to hold his position, but from henceforward will spend a consid lerable part 
of the year in Jerusalem, 

(Repeated to Cairo.) 





[E 1270/31: 
Mr. Chilton to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received March 11.) 


Holy See, Februar; 

LHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 50 of the 
21st February, and to state that I only couveyed to the Cardinal Secretary of State 
that His Majesty's Government had no desire to raise any objection to the extension 
of the jurisdiction of Mgr. Valeri, at present Delegate Apostolic in Egypt. to 
Palestine, Transjordan and Cyprus. The Vatican are of the opinion that this 
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change will be found very satisfactory to His Maje- 
site apa gam to His Majesty's Goverament and particularly 
. 2 Ina note I have just received from the Cardinal Secretary of State hi 
Eminence asks that the change should be formally notified to the High ( Selves 
and that his Excellency should be instructed henceforward to regard Mu. Valeri as 
the supreme representative in Palestine of Catholic interests, to whom hie Excellenoy 
id address himself in all that concerns these interests. Although in his note the 

ardinal does not mention it, I presume that his Eminence would like a. simil 
communication sent to the Governor of Cyprus. ESE 

Thave, &c 
HG. CHILTON 





CHAPTER III.—SYRIA. 


| E 234/182/89) No. 100. 


Conzul- General Satow to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received Janwary 14, 


(No. 3.) 
Sir, Beirut, January 3, 1920. 

L HAVE the honour to report that the French High Commissioner, after an 
absence of some four months, returned onobtrusively to Beirut on the 26th December. 
In accordance with his wishes no ceremonies were organised in connexion with his 
return, and he made his first public appearance on the Ist Jannary, when the usual 
receptions were held, although on a somewhat reduced scale. Both NM. Ponsot and 
his wife look all the better for the change, although he maintains that, having been 
kept hard at work, he had no real holiday, and looks forward to taking one next year. 

2. Nothing is known as to M. Ponsot's intentions, although it is believed that 
he will within the near future make a tour of the States under mandate. He appears 
to be well pleased with the courteous attention of which he was the object while 
pussing through Palestine 

Thave, &e, 


H. E, SATOW 


[B 926/182/89) No. 101 


Sir W. Tyrrell to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received February 15.) 
(No. 202.) 
Sir, Paria, February \4, 1020, 

THE, farther suspousion sine die of tho Syrian Constituent Assembly by tho 
French authorities in Syria—an event which has been announced within the last fow 
day«—wax followed by the appearance in the” Temps" on the 0th February of an 
important leading article on the subject. Aw the substance of thin article was ropeated 
in a number of other Paris newspapers and as the " ‘Temps’ emphasises the necessity 
of not allowing international opinion to he misinformed in thix matter, I presume the 
article to be officially inspired. 

2% ‘The Temps” explains that the decision to suspend sine die the Constituent 
Anseinbly wos necessitated. by the obstinacy of its leading members who refused 10 
“observe the limits within which the mandatory Power was ready to allow them to frame 
the Constitution. 

Report for 128, 

‘on the Ith Augu 

three months on the 

sill nnehanged, the suspension ix continued indefinitely. The " Teaps 

tb Fobruary sumtnarises once more the respects in which the Assembly had attouptest 
to exceed its constituent powers. In the first plaice it inserted in the Constitution an 
article giving the President of the Syrian Republic the right of pardon and dec! 

that amnesties could only be granted by law. Another article reeerved to the Presi 

tho right to negotiate and. sign treaties, it being understood that treaties concerning 
the security of the State or public finance could only become definitive aftor being 
approved by the Chamber. Finally, the President of the Republic was to be entitled 
to nominate the representatives of Syria abroad and would have the right, subject to a 
confirmatory decision of the Ministerial Council, to proclaim a state of sioge. 

3._ The "Temps" reminds its reasers that under articles 3, 4 and 6 of the Syrian 
and Lebacon mandate of 1922 the foreign relations of both countries, as well as the 
conferment of exequaturs upon foreign consuls, are within the authority of the 
mandatory Power. Further, Syrian and Lebanon nationals abroad are under 
the diplomatic and consular protection of the mandatory Power The mandatory 
Power guarantees the two countries against all loss or lease of any of their 
territories and against the establishment of any foreign control therein. It undertakes 
also to establish a judiciary system guaranteeing all their rights to natives and 
foreigners. 


4. The “Temps” states that in these cireumstai 
the obligations which she has contracted vis-d 
Nations were she to admit the insertion in. the 
“The attitude of France in this matter is in 


Thave, &e. 
W. TYRRELL 


[E 1301/182, No. 108. 


Conaul Hole to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received Mareh 12.) 


(No. 26, " Contidential,) 
Sir, 4m Damascus, February 14, 192 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on the 7th February the Constituent Assombly 
‘a formally sdjourued sine die 

2. It will be within your rvcollection that at the last session of the Assembly on 
the 9th August the French High Commissioner formulated reserves to six articles in, 
the draft Constitution, which were in conflict with his conception of tho mandate; on 
ejecting thew reservea the Asvemvls was adjourned for a peciod of thine months, 
which was aabsequently prolonged till the 1th Fobruary. 'Thoso matters were 
reported on at tho tine in iny despatches Nos. 67 of the Oth August, OS of the 
Vth August, aud 92 of the 24th November, 1028. 

5. Sustained efforts were made by the French High Commissioner and the 
Nationalist leaders to arrive at a formula acceptable to both parties, and it seemed 
Broboble that an agreement wold be reached, M. Poosot Nanda! 1, Hashem Day 
Atassi on the 11th January the text of a general reserve (a copy of which is attached 
to the present despatch), the terms of which the Nationalists cousidered too. wid 
‘They responded with » proposal to modify the text of article ® af the Coostitation 
regarding the unity of Syria (towands which their attitude remains substantially 
unchanged), and to add a new article providing for special agreements between the 
French and Syrian Goveromentson the subject of the thr, Sve points ia dispute, 

either party was prepared to roake any further concession and a position of stalemate 
woe reached, and depciniee Dace aA pec i tol i 

4, The note addressed by the French High Commissioner to Haxhotn Bey Atassi 
on the 5th February (a copy of which forme the Grst enclosure to this despatch) a 
conciliatory in tone and expresses the hope that negotiations will continue and arrive 
at a satisfactory comelusion. 

5. The prorogation of the Assembly had long been discounted, and the news 
excited no manifestations, 

6. Tam sending copy of this despatch direct to His Majesty's High Commissioners 
and Jerusalem, the British Resident at Arnman, His Majesty's consul-general 
at Beirut, and His Majesty’s consul at Aleppo, 

T have, &e. 


E. ©. HOLE. 


Enclosure 1 in No 102, 


M. Ponsot to Hashem Bey Atavei- 


M. le Président, Beyrouth, le 5 février 1920, 

__ «TAL eu louneur, au cours de divers entretiens, d'examiner avec vous Ia «ituation 
résultant des efforts poureuivis depuis le mois d'aofit dernier pour rochercher les bases 
d'un accord qui mit en barmonie les vorux librement exprimés par les Députés du 
ays avec le droit public dint par article 22 Ju Pacte de Ia Socit dos Nations ot 
Par la déclaration de tandat. 

Aprés effort de conciliation déployé depuis bientot six mois en France comme 
en Syne, tant par le Haut-Commissaire que par les persounes qualifiées, de votre part, 
SS ee frangaises en exécution de la décision de 
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V'Assemblée du 11 aoiit.1928, j'avais liew d’espérer que l'accord, qui, de part et d’antre, 
toujours été entrevu comme possible sur le fond méme du probléme, ne manquerait 
pas de trouver son expression dans une formule précise qui edt prévenu tout risque de 
malentendu. 

Comme conclusion 4 ces échanges de vues préliminaires, je vous ai remis, le 
11 janvier dernier, le wexte d'une réserve géodrale strictoment inspirée des obligntions 
internationales de la France. 

adoption de eet article additionnel, dont je joins & titre de rappel le texto & cette 
feutre, elit permis. & Assemblée arver presque intact le texte méme de Ja 
Constitution qu'elle avait pris en considération par son vote du 7 aotit dera 

Jinme de cette proporition, pesée dans sea termes pour répondre 
ux exigences d'une situation de droit n'est pas au pouvoir du 
Gouvernement frangais de modifier sans laceord de la Société des Nations, comme aussi 
pour sauveganler les droits estentiels coustitués en applic 
permoetirait de penser quo le bureau a qui ello était transmise voudrait bien la 
rocommander a Vadoption do T'Assembl. 

Cet espoir no Went pas réalind, et, le 25 janvier, lore de notre dernier entretien, 
vous n'avex pu me donner ladhésion et 'les assurances que je yous avais demandées 

‘Tontofors, pour marquer votre disir d'entonte, vous avez bien voulu me faire 
savoir que le président et les membres do bureau accepteraient que les articles (le la 
Constitution, dant la disjonction demandée par le Haut-Commaiasatre le 9 aoit dernier 

lée, fusient appliqués conformément aux accords 
gais et ayrien, oo attondant la 
it dun traité qui déinirait lon relations eutre les deux pay 

‘Jai donné toute mon attention & Vexposé de vos vues Cent avec rygret quo j'ai 
i constater Io défaut d'nccord sur Te teste que je vous ai remix, et dont la rédaction 
répondait, de la part de la Puissance mandataire, A un oxtrime esprit do conciliation. 
Tiin'a été, d'autre part, impossible de trouver dane la proposition Timitée que vous 
rmfaves retbiso lo 25 janvier des Sbmonts wufbmapts d'eotente. La simple prévision 
Waccendla spéciaux A réaliser no suurait en effet suffire pour donner aux intéréte 
généraox en canse les garantles entidres ot immédintes dont le principe méme du 
mandat nous oblige A les entourer. 

Co neat ni A Pabst d'un malentendo, ni dans ta méconnainsanice des réalités que 
pout dro utilement aplani le différead qui a interrompa depuis six moi lee travaux de 
Ansar ble, 

Un pationt effort paraft encore néceasaire pour trouver ane issne aux difficultés 
sotuelles, niais, en attendant que la réflexion ait tri la solution de ce probléme 
‘essontiel, uno Téunion de PAnsemblée serait kant objet 

C'est pourquoi, dans V'incertitude de Pheuro ott un résultat dgatement désini on 
Franco ot en Syrie pourra étre atteint, j'ai prix aujourd'hui un arrété ajournant sine die 
UAmemblée, 

Fn vous transmettaut ce texte, qui parviendra on rime temps que lo prisent 
ersage i In connaissance des membres de I'Anwemblée, je tiene & exprimer lespoir 
que lex progrés déjh accormplis dans les voies de Yontente ne feront que s’affermir, et 
que le stect viendra finalement néoompenser nos efforts ot justifier notre persivéranie 
bonne volonté. ewes 

Agrios, &. 
HENRI PONSOT. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 102, 


¢ générale dont le Tecte a été remia le LL Janvier 1929 par le Haut-Commissaire 
‘i UBxamen du Bureau en rue de som Adoption par U Assemblée. 


AUCUNE disposition de la présente Coostitution nest et me peut dre eo 
‘opposition avec les. ob contructées. par Ia France en c® qui concerne la Syrie, 
particulidrement envers la Société. cles Nations. s 

Goite néserve sapplique epécalement aux article qui, touchent aut maintin de 

a 


Vordre, de la séeurité et & 
extérieures. 

Pendant toute la durée des obligations internationales de Ia France en ce oui 
‘coucerne ia Syrie, les dispositions de la présente Constitution qui seraient de nature a 


la défense du pays et A ceux qui intéressent les relations 


7 


jecter ne serout applicables que dans les conditions déterminées par accord & 
intervenir entre lee Gouvernements fraugais et syrien, 

En conséquence, les lois prévues par les articles de la présente Coustitution dont 
Vapplication pourrait intéresser ces responsabilités ne seront discutées et promulguées 
conformément i la présente Constitution quien exéeution de cet accord. 

Les décisions dordre législatif et réglemontaire prises par les représentants du 
Gouvernewent frangais ne pourront étre modifiges qu'aprés entente entre lex deux 
Gouvernements. 


Enclosure 3 in No 102, 


Arrété du Haut Commissaire de la ‘Képublique francai 2385 du 5 Féorior 1920 
portant Ajournement sine die de U'Assemblée chargée W'élaborer la Constitution de 
1 Btat de Syrie 


LE Haut-Comuissaire de la République frangaixe 
date dea S octobre 191), 


bre 1024, portant arias 


Vu Tarrété do Haut-Commissaire No. 1960 Yu 2 juth 1088, priderivant ta 
convocation dow candidats proclanés lus A ta auite dee opérations dlectorales dea 
25 ot 27 avril 128. 

‘arrété do Haut-Commissairo No. 2063 du 10-aoit 1928, ot Varrité No. 2105 
du 5 novembre 1928, ajournant A trois mois l'Assamblée : 

Attend que lex efforts pourmuivis depuin te mois daoGt demier pour mettre en 
moni Ie toxte du projet do Constitution pris eu. considération par. I'Aswomblée le 
ot 1928 aveo Je droit public détini par Varticle 22 da Paote do Ia Sooidté. des 

Nations ot par la déclaration de mandat du 24 juillet 1922, n'ont pas jusquiiel abouti ; 

Attend qu’h la suite du dernie do vues, Hhoure of tin résultat positit 
pourra &tre attoint n'est pas encore prévinibl 

Vu le message ndressé A ta wate deco jour par Je Haut-Commissaire au Président 
de VAwsomblée fixnnt In poasibilité actuelle de la question ; 

Arte 

Article unique. L’Assemblée réunie & Damas le 9 juin M28 pour procéder & 
1'élaboration de Ja Constitution de I’Etat de Syrie, et dont les travanx sont suspendus 
opus lo 11 aoiit 1923, ext ajournée nine die, 

La Haut-Comminsairo slo la République, 
Yu HENRI PONSO'T. 
Le Seorstaire snéral, 
MAWwaRAS. 


Beyrouth, te 5 féerier 1929, 


No. 108. 
Jeneral Satow to Sir Austen Chamberlain, —(Reecived April 3.) 


Sir, Beirut, March 20, 1920, 

L HAVE the bonour to report that His Majesty's High Commissioner for Palestine 
reached Beirat on an official visit to the French High Commissiouer oa the 18th March, 
find that be left today to make a short trip to Damascus and the Jebel Druse vid 
Tripoli, Homs, Hama and Baslbek before returning to Palestine. M. Ponsot gave wo 
dinner parties in his honour, of which the second was followed by a reception attended 
hy notabilities of various kinds. No toasts were atthe first dinner party, 
vwhich was coosidered to be the official one. T understand that the reason was that ue 
President of the Lebanese Republic was one of the guests. It was felt that the 
exchange of courtesies between tho French and British representatives was rendered 
‘ilfieult by the presence of President Debbas, and it was therefore decided to omit 
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them, ‘The French authorities have done all in their power with the résourees at their 
disposal to make the visit of Sir John and Lady Chancellor 4 pleasant one. ‘The nsial 
routine of excursions and sightseeing was rendered impossible owing to climatic 
conditions. and from Hors onwards use will he made of the railway 0 fir as is 
possible, 

2. ‘This visit, following aa it has on those of Sir Gilbert Claytou and of Sir Heary 
Dobbs, who on reaching Aleppo found the way across Asin Minor barred by snow and 
had therefore unexpectedly to come down to Beirut to take ship, can only have the 
happicst rosalts. It appears to me to be especially fortunate that Sir Joha Chancellor 
will be able to pay a abort visit to the Jebel Drose, as suck minundernuandings as have 
‘occurred in the course of the past few yearn sdem’ mainly to have had their origin in 
that region, 

Copice ofthis despatch have’ en gent to Ragrrl wnd Jeraslen: 

H. E SATOW, 





[B 2092/1976/89) No. 104 
Consul Monck»Mason to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received April 25.) 


4 Aleppo, April 16, 1929. 
WITH roforonce to Mr. Consul-Genoral Satow's despatch No. $4, Cousidential, of 
tho 23rd November last, on the subject of the settlement of Armenian refugees in 
Syria and the Lebanon, I'have the honour to append a few notes on Armenian refugee 
colonies in the Sandjak of Alexandretta and the district, from information 
largely derived from Archdeacon Buxton, who inspected theso colonies recently. 

% Tam inclined to think that the colonies at Alexandretta, Antioch, Bitias, 
Kirikban have not boon planted there exclusively from political motives, the main 
reason being, as Mr. Satow saggeats, tho previous existence in the district of Armenian 
villages. The whole field of colonisation in the sandjak is, moreover, very fertile and 
comparatively little inhabited ; that it is mostly rather malarial is perhaps an accislental 
corollary of its fortiity.. ‘The Bitins settlement of about fifty families near Antioch is 
healthily situated some 1,500 feet ahove the sea, and the Armenians there are repairing 
‘old terraces of cultivation. 

3. Considerations of suitability on account of racial associations and nearness to 
the sea (coupled, in the caso of tho Sandjak of Aloxandretts, it must be said, with 
proximity to the frontier) certainly coincide with reasons of political convenience, for 
the sandjak, with « population which is largely Turkish, is, and is likely to remain for 
a long time, a hotbed of Turkish propaganda ; it is evident that a vigorous Armenian 
cloment dotted about tho sandjak, enjoying the support of the mandatory authorities 
‘and rapidly increasing in numbers, would bo in the nature of a safeguard aguinst a 
reactionary Turkish population. It is true that on the other hand a strong Armenian 
nucleus might be capable, in certain circumstances, of working against the mandatory 
Power; but sock danger ie remote. Ita to. be. noted that Arstenian Catholicn 0 
charactoristically loss Armenian than Grogorians, even becoming almost indistinyuish- 
able from. Syrian Catholce in language and culture; and the recent consecration of 
‘an Armenian Catholic Church at Kirikhan, an almost entirely Armenian small town 
or large village on the. western edge of the potentially rich Amok Plain, may be not 
unconnected with this fact. 

4, Archdeacon Buxton tells me that a colony of about 150 Armenian families is 
in process of being installed near Rihanie, at the south-eastern coraer of the Aruok 
Pals ta a not toohealthy apot, aud it Bas bees w to me by Frenchmen that 
the object of this new establishment is definitely political. ‘The notorious favouring 


(whether they sill take kindly to azricultore, in present condition 
seen), aid in this a good case can be made out for their settlement in a potentially 


~ 


rich and inadequately inhabited distriets like that of Amok Plain, ‘There seems lees 
Feason for a Jarge colony of non-agricultural Armenians at Alexandretta. 
6. I am sending copies of this despatch to His Majesty’s consular officers at 
Beirut and Damascus. 
Thave, de. 
‘A. MONCK-MASON. 








[B 2102/1687 /89) No. 105. 
Colunial Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 261) 


Sir, Downing Street, A pril 2, 1929. 
1 AM directed by the Seoretary of State for the Colonies to transmit to you, for 
the information of Secretary Sir Austen Chamberlain, copies of letters from and to 
the High Commissioner for Palestine, of the Sth and 24th April, on the subject of 
his recent visit to Syria, 
Tam, &o. 


8. H. WILSON. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 105, 
Liewtenant-Colonel Sir J. R. Chancellor to Mr. Amory. 


(Confidential “D."') 
Sir, April 5, 1929, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that on Monday, the 18th Mareb, I proceeded to, 
Beirut to pay an official visit to M. Ponsot, High Commissioner of Syria 

2 L travelled from Haifa by motor car, accompanied by my wife and staff, and 
arrived at Beirut at 4»... 

We were cordially received at Government House by M. and Mu. Ponsot, 
guard of honour, consinting of a squadron of Spahis, being in attendance. 
enc omsot had arranged an interesting programme for our weok's visit of which 

‘enclona a copy. 

It will be seen that ample opportunities were given for touring the country and 

sreing sue of tho toa interesting of the ancient monuments 

;, After tea on the-afternoon of our arrival, [accompanied M. Pousot ot a, 
drive round the old part of the city and the port, in the course of which he explained 
the improvementa that were in course of execution and contemplated. Ho took me 
also to the Goverument Olfices and prosonted to me the leading members of his staf, 
who were atill hard at work, although the hour was after 6:30 tM. 

An official dinner was’ given on the evening of the 18th March at which the 
leading naval, military and civil officials were present. There were no toasts and no 

hes. I learned afterwards from His Britannic Majesty's consul-general that 
the reason for that omission was that it was thought that, owing to the presence of 
the, President of the Lebanese Republic aa one of the’ guests. the exchange of 
couttesies between the French and British representatives might give rivet 
diicnl ties. 

4. Aftor breakfast on the morning of the 19th March, Thad a log conversation 
with M. Ponsot. in the course of which various matters of common interest to 
Palestine, Transjordan and Syria were discussed 

M. Ponsot was at first somewhat reticent und guarded, but he gradual 
and discussed freely the various questions which I raised, his conversation being 
flavoured by a pleasantly sardonic humour, He explained to me the organisation of 
the mandated territory of Syria in font States and their different. aystoms of 
government, 


Raiding between Syria and Transjordan, 

a. referred to the unsatiafactory ponition on the border butween Syria and 
Transjordan, and to the despatch which I had addressed to him on the subject on the 
[ith March (enclosure to Mr. Lake's despatch No, 40 of the 20th March). 1 informed 
M. Ponsot of the punitive operations that had been undertaken on the 13th March 
against the Syrian tribes who had raided the Beni Sakbr in Transjordan on the 
8th March. These operations were reported to you in my telegram of the Lith March. 
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M. Ponsot told me that my despateh of the 14th March had not then reached him, but 
that he would study it and would discuss the question of raids with me as soon as he 
hhad done so. Conversation on this subject was resumed at Soueida on the 24th March 
(paragraphs 17 and 19 of this despatch) 


Customs Agreement betiween Syria and Palest 


6. In reply to my enquifies M_ Ponsot informed me that he concurred in the 
amendments to the draft agreement that had been suggested in my despatch to him, 
No. 26M of the 28th February. He added that he was prepared to sign the 
agreement in its present form, and wonld send a signed copy to me on my return to 
Serusalem 


Wireless Telegraphy Liaison between Syria, Awman and Rutha, 


7. Texpliined to M Ponsot that difficulties had arisen in giving effect to tho 
Proposed arrangement for the extablishnent of wireless Unison Detwewn, Rothe, 
Descarpentries sind Amman, with the object of affording better protection to the 
overland mail route west of Rutba. M. Ponsot undertook to try and remove the 
difhioulties. T have just learned from the Officer Commanding, Royal Air Force, that 
arrangements have been made to start the liaison the 2nd April. 


Frontier between Syria and Transjordan 


5. I enquired if M, Ponsot had any information ae to whether the French 
Government were yet in a position to discuss the question of the frontier between 
Syria and ‘Transjordan, 

He stated that they were unwilling to enter into negotiations in regard to the 
ray and Transjordan frontiers until an agreement had been arrived at with Turkey 
in regard to the frontier on the north of Syria. The Turks were very troublesome 
and. if negotiations were now eutered into as regards the frontier with Iraq and 
‘Transjordan, the difficulties of the French would be greatly increased: for any 
concossions that they might make in regard to the southern frontier of Syria would 
‘encourage the Turks to put forward more extravagant claims on the north 

‘An to the’ nag. and ‘Transjordan frontiers the chief difieultion arom in 
‘connexion with Jebel Sinjar and the country to the south of Jebel Drase where the 
tribes exercined grazing rights on both xides of the present “ frontibre de fait.” 

He was aware that the Governments of both Iraq and Tranwjordan maintained 
that the questions of the border at Jebel Sinjar and to the south of Jebel Druve 
had no connexion with one another. and each declined to make any concession ax 
regards its territorial claims for the benefit of the other. His view was, however, 
that England and France were the two great Powers in that part of the world, and 
they bad therfore. oly to minke up thelr nds on te pont andthe question, would 
be settle 


Raitony from Bagdad and Pipestine from Iraq to the Mediterranean. 


9. Tasked M. Ponsot if he had any recent information as to the proposal to 
construct 1 railway from Bagdad and a pipe-tine from [raq to the Mediterranean 

Ttold him that when T left England last November, Twas informed that the oil 
companies were studying the question. but that since then T had received no 
information as to whether any decision had been arrived at. T added that the 
Government of Palestine were about to begin the construction of the harbour at 
Haifa; and that it had now been decided that the work should be carried out 
departmentally instead of by contract, as had been originally proposed, 

M. Ponsot said that he regarded the construction of a railway from Tripoli to 

up the interior of Syrin and a pipe-line from Tripoli to Traq as important 

‘rench interests , 

"He had studied carefully the topography of the country. and it was clear to hi 
that there would be no serious difficnlty in constructing # railway line from Tri 
vid Palmyra to Deir-cs-Zor on the Euphrates. That line and also a line from 
Damascus to Palmyra were necessare for the development of a large area of fertile 
eountry. 
"As regards the pipe-tine, he had no doubt that the most favourable route from 
rag to the Mediterratiean would be to a terminus at Tripoli, On that route there 
weas'no mountain range and no depression to be crossed. ‘The country to be traversed, 
too, was favourable for motor transport: there would therefore be no difficulty 





in constructing a pipe-line without the assistance of a railway far the transport of 
materials 

He recognised that the development of the harbour at Haifa was of great 
importance to Great Britain. Haifa would probably become’a naval centre, and 
su station on the overland route to Traq and India, and also as a terminus for a 
pipe-line from Traq it might have considerable strategic importance. 

There was no need to assume that French and English interests in regard to 
those matters were irreconcilable. He understood that to enable a pipe-line of the 
length proposed to pay its way 2 million tons of oil per a must be carried by it 
He believed that before long the output of the Iraq 4 would be about § million 
‘ons per annua, so that there would be ample room for two pipe-Tines. 

said that T was disposed to agree with him, but that the question was one for 
the oi! companies to settle, as neither Palestine nor the other States concerned had 
fands available for the construction of either » railway or a pipe-li 

Tf at agreement were arranged between the large oil companies for the division 
of the world into certain areas in order to ensure that the oil from the various fields 
should be marketed in the most economical manner, it was probable that there would 
be a large demand for oil from Traq and Persia for consumption in Eastern Europe. 

T believed that the possibility of making such an agreement had heen discussed, 
bot Twas not aware if any progress had heen made in the negotiations, 


Beirut-Haifa Railway 

10. TL enquired if the Government of Syria were likely soon to take a decision 
in regard to the construction of their section of the Beirut-Haifa Railway, 

ME. Ponsot nid that there was little chance of that railway being constracted 
in the near future, although it was probable that the Reirut-Haifa line would be 
constructed before the Beirut~Tripoli line, which would be very expensive and would 
hot be of great use commercially. The former line would be easy to construct, and 
there was considerable demand in Beirut for railway connexion with Egypt, in 
order to encourage visitors from Egypt, who now came to Syria in considerable 
numbers to spend the summer months in the Lebanon 

‘M. Ponsot went on to say that he had no intention of developing the port at 
Alexandrotta; it was too far to the north to be of any great value to the trade of 
Syria, and it was too exposed to attack by the Turks to justify any Inrge expenditure 
upon it. Tripoli was the natural port for the export of the products of Syrin, Tt 
war centrally situated and had good communications with the interior 

Beirut was making rapid progress as a port, The recent improvements and the 
reclamation of land now it progress there had greatly incrensed the facilities for 
handling the traffic, Further works were now under consideration with the object 
of increasing the accommodation for shipping; but as any extension of the break 
Water would be carried ont in water 28 metres in depth, it would necessarily be vory 
expensive 

PeThe development of Belrut harbour was not affected by the proporals to construct 
a pipectine and railway to the interior: because, owing to the formidable obstacle 
Created by the mountains of Lebanon, Beirnt could never become the main port for 
the export trade of Syria or the terminus of w pipe-tine from Tray. 


Telephonic Communication with Palestine. 

11. Lenquired if the Syrian Government were likely soon to be able to establish 
telephonic communication with Palestine and Egypt. Palestine bad already 
Completed the installation of the apparatus required to enable the service to be put 
into operation as soon as the Syrian Government were ready for it. : 

SP"Ponsot explained that, except in the lange towns, the telephonic system in 
‘Syria was operated by the army. The military authorities, however, now desired 
to transfer the telephones to the civil Government, and that was about, to be done 
But the existing telephones were in such a bad state (they consisthd mainly of 
tilitary field Lines) that the whole system would have to be reconstructed before any 
new services could be undertaken. He hoped that the reconstruction of the telephone 
system would be completed in two years’ time ata cost of 40 million francs, He 
added that. the reconstruction of the Beirut-Haifa line to enable telephonic 
Communication ‘with Palestine to be established would have an early place in the 
progr aft . & 

12. The rest of the 19th March was spent in visiting yarious places of interest 
in Beirut and in a motor tour through the mountains of the Lebanon, 
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In the evening a reception was given at Government: House, at which I made 
the acquaintance of many of the Syrian notables, 
Thad a long conversation with M. Debbas, President of the Lebanese Republic 
who isan Eastern Orthodox Christian aud is married to a French lady 
He appeared to be un very good terms with the French; and the mai 
of his conversation was the parliamentary systew of government. He oondemned 
it severely, and expressed the opinion that it was quite unsuited for-any eountry 
except England, which had invented it, He heli up. to special ridicule the 
representative institutions which liad recently been set up in Iraq and ‘Transjordan, 
and prophesied thit their life would be short. 
13. "On the 20th Maroh the ancient Crusaders’ stronghold, Krak des Chevaliers, 
at Kalatel-Honn, north of the Tripoli-Homs road, was visited, This in perhaps the 
mportant and best) preserved of the Crusader buildings in Syria’ and 
ded the pass through the hills to the interior 
On this tour we were accompanied by M. Schoofiler, the Governor of the State 
of the Alnonites. 
He appeared to be-an able administrator and to be much interested in the 
development of his State, which is administered by him directly without the 
4 council. He informed me that the 
form of yovernment.. They: were muc 
n in politics, » cite 
tration of the country 
It Was spent on a couch on the railway at Homs, which we rene 
boforo dunk, but in time to enjoy n view of the town {tum the:citdel wives 
omananda it 
(4; diate om the 21st March, we proceed to Hama by train, asl after.» 
brief visit to that town, which lasted little more than an hoary we rejolued the train 
‘and travelled to Bnalhek, where the rvins were visited in the company of M. Brousset. 
the archaeologist nove in chatge of the ruins ancl of the excavations now in progress. 
15, The night of the 2lst. was spent on the train at Rayak, and on the morning 
cf oe ‘22nd the journey was continued to Damascus, which was reached about 
midday. 
After lunch M. Ponsot drove me to the various places of interest in. the’ c 
Wo also vinited a siteon the alopes of the hilla ovetlooking Daten os 
Propo ta construct new revidenee for the High Commission 
nan tt® did! not omit to take me to the part of the city which had been shelled by t 
French artillery during the rebellion, ‘The part of the town destroyed wig 
contained no buildings of architectural importance, M. Ponst explained tome that 
it was a low quarter of the town in which a umber of bandits were known to have 
assembled, and that drastic moastires hud been necessary in order to avert ‘a 
threatened massacre of the Christian popolation. 
The only building of interest that was seriously damaged during the rebellion 
yas the Palais Asem, of which a wing was burnt down by the rebels, who had set 
it in of tw nit General Sareail, who h occupying 
ria pping mad been occupying that 
. A reception was given ut the Palais Azom at Damascus on the afternoon of 
the 22nd March to which all the local notables were invited meatisoneen 
At the beginning of the reception M. Ponsot called my attention to the fact 
that all the supporters of the Government were congregated nt the end of the rom 
at which he and T were standing, and that all the Nationalists were at the other 
end. He remarked that the Nationalists were very anxions to reestablish contaes 
with him, as T would observe before the reception ended 
As he had foretold, in the course of the proceedings Nationalists, individually 
and in twos and threes, came across the room to pay their respects to M. Ponsot 
They were very empraseds in their manner to him, and urged him to prolong his stay 
in Damascus, M. Ponsot appeared to be on friendly terms with all, and chaffed 
them good-humouredly about their political activities | They, responded ‘to. his 
sallies with smiles and outward marks of appreciation demanded by the code of 
manners of the East. M. Ponsot referred jestingly to the dissolution of the National 
Asombly, and tld the onalits that the question was not, clove an that, 
although his stay at Damascus on this occasion must be short, he fi 
Sothys order to attend to thei affairs pe wre 
M. Ponsot informed me, incidentally, that he would probably go to Geneva this 
year in order to explain to the Permanent Mandates Commission the sitentinn ta 
‘connexion with the closing of the National Assembly. 


17.-We left Damascus by train at $-30 .3¢. on the morning of the 28rd March, 
and reached Ezraa at 11-30 a.at 

We were met at Ezran by Colonel Clement-Grandcourt, Governor of the Jebel 
Druse and Officer Commanding the Troops in Southern Syria, From Ezraa we 
travelled by motor car to Soueida, and were joined there by M. Ponsot, who had 
motored from Damascus early that morning with the object of learning from the 
local officers the position as regards the recent raids on the border before rliscussing 
the question with me (see par: 5 of this despatch), 

15. On our arrival at So L visited, in company with M, Pousot, the new 
schools for boys and girls which have recently been opened by the Freucb The High 
Commissioner was received with au address of welcome recited by one of the pupils: 
and I was pleasantly surprised by the cheerful and independent manner in which 
several of the boys replied in French to the questions put to them by M. Ponsot 

Tn their appearance, independence of manner and seuse af humour the Drives 
ieally resemble the Aftidis of the northwest Crontien of Undin; ‘aud they ure 
apparently, not far behind them in fighting qualities. 

‘Owing to two sieceasive bad seasona the ruse are at present living in a state 
‘of extreme poverty. 

M. Ponsot told me that the demands of the Drases were for the establishment 
of schools and dispensaries and the installation of water supplies into the villages 
The administration are supplying thew needs as rapidly ax possible, I visited 
schools and dispensation at Sousida, Shatin and Racawat; and was shown several 
villages where new water supplies have recently been installed. 

Twas informed by Colonel Clement-Grandcourt that the disarmament of the 
Druses had been carried out pretty thoroughly, although, no doubt, some arnis 
remained in concealment, The high price now paid for rifles, however, showed thit 
they were diffcalt to acquire. The disarming of the Druses' had made it necoway 
to station troops at several points on the border for their protection from their 
neighbours to the southy an arrangement which was administratively very 
inconvenient. 

‘The country had cortainly every oitward appearance of tranquility: | Wo drove 
throngh a part of it and visited the villages of Shabha and Kanawat, without police 
escort, although patrols of police were visible at various pointe of the road 

At the villages which we visited the Governor was courteously received by the 
notables; but Colonel Clement-Grandeourt was not responsive to the compliments 
and addresses of welcome which wore presented to him; and he cut short the repre- 

of petitioners with unnecessary abruptness 
‘me that the population was now tranquil, and that he hoped that by the 
establishment of school and by the other measures which he was taking for their 
welfare they would be inclined to remain so, but that one could not be certain as to 
their attitude, for they were subject to rapid changes of opinion and to accesses of 
violent emotion. 

‘The Druses, be added, could work hart ander the direction of others, but were 
without initiative, and Were naturally indolent. ‘The season protised to be a 
favourable one for the crops, and be hoped that an abundant harvest would relieve 
the poverty from which they have been suffering owing to the recent bad seasons. 

19, I resumed the discussion with M, Ponsot on the position on the frontier 
of Syria and Transjordan (ee paragraph 9 above) 

He told me that he had received a report of that action from one of his official 
who happened to be on the border at the time, and who had recorded what he hi 
teen, and hud noted the exact time of each incident. ni 
His informant had reported that the armoured cars were accompanied by 
tenders, from which a number of armed Arabs were observed to descend. — He 
deprecated the association of armed Arabs with British troops in such punitive 

tions, and said that the French never permitted armed Arabs to accompany 

troops in such circumstances. E ae 

T agreed that the association of armed tribesmen with our troops in punitive 
operations was highly undesirable, and T assured him that it was contrary to our 
practice. I felt sure that his informant had been mistaken, as in none of the reports 
which had reached me was reference made to the presence of armed Beduins with 
‘our troops. 

T have since learned from Group-Captain Playfair, Officer Commanding Royal 
Air Force, that the armoured cars were accompanied by the Amir Shaker, a cousin 
of the Amir, who is usually present on such occasions, and that he hiad with him « 
few attendants, who were doubtless the Arabs referred to by the French observer, 
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M. Ponsot discussed the position as regards the raids with me quite frankly, 
and said that he would send me a despatch dealing seriatim with the matters dealt 
with in my letter to him of the 14th March. He put forward the following 
suggestions with the object of improving the situation, to which I'shall give careful 
consideration 
(1) ‘That close contact shonld be established between the British and French 
authorities on the border. 
) That three: monthly conferences between the British and French authorities 
hould be held, in order to clear up the situation as regards raids that 
may have occurred without undue delay 
(3.) That in view of the fact that all the récent raids had taken place in the 
neighbourhood of Azrag. the British authorities should consider the 
question of re-establishing a post there. 
(4) That direct telephone communication betwoon Amman atid Soueida should 
be established, in order to permitof the rapid transmission of information 
in regard to the movements of the tribes. 


20. On the morning of the 2ith we bade farewell to M. Pansot, who departed 

ly by motor ear for Damascus, 

In the course of the morning we visited the village of Kanawat and the Roman 
Femains there with Colonel Clement-Grandeourt, In the afternooa he motored 
With us to Bosra, where we visited the Roman theatre and the Moalem fortress that 
was built round it, 

Colonel Clement Grandcourt accompanied us to Deraa, whero we joined the 
train and travelled by the Yarmuk Valley to Samakh in Palestine territory, which 
was reached at 6°30 1.94. 

21. Aw the result of a very brief visit to the country, I formed a much mare 
favourable Isipramica of the work being done by the French in Syria than I had been 
led to expoct {rom the reports that had previously reached me. 

‘Tho officers. military and civil, with whom I came in contact, were in almost all 
ave of ery toed class activ, intelligent, keen about theit work, and full of 
confidence in the future of the country. 1 was told that service in Syria is now very 
popular in the French atmy, and that almost all the olficers now serving in Syria 
were volunteers. Several of them told me that when they had been in Erance for a 
few months after completing a tour of service in Syria they bad. applied. for 
Permission Lo return, ns they found the service and the conditions of life in Syria 
more agreeable than In France, 

M. Ponsot told mo that he had been appointed High Commissioner for Syria 
for 0 period of ten years, of which over two years had elapsed. 

le informed mo that there were now about 15,000 French tops in Syria, 
and that the coat to the French Treasury amounted to about 300 million fr. a year 
He saw little immediate prospect of a reduction of that charge, 

22, With their confidence in the future of Syria that now seems to be 
established, the Frouch are turning seriously to the development of the latent 
resources of the country. 

An ireigation department bas recently beea created, the staff of which are now 
naaged! in studying projects for large irrigation works It is hoped that work will 
be begun on some of them in two years’ time. 

Vork on ap important irrigation wheme in the Alaouite State is to be begun 
during the prenent year. 

‘When tenvelliog down the Barada Valley by train on the 28nd March We ssed 
4 hydro-electric station in. course of construction which will furnish powor for the 
lighting of Damascus, 

A scheme for. the electrification of the Beirat-Damascns Railway, usiog power 
developed from the rivers of the Lebanon, in now being studied by « hydraulic 
engineer. Tt is hoped that by that scheme the carrying capac ity of the railway would 
bo doubled and considerable economies in. working expenses eflected, 

Much work is being done on the construction of new roads and the improvement 
of the existing ones, which have suffered considerable damage from the abuormally 
heavy rainfall of the past winter, 

The French are taking steps to secure the preservation of the ancient monuments 
‘of Syria and to revive Arab decorative art 

‘The Palais Azem at Damascus has been converted into a museum of Arab art 
and M, de Lorey, the director, has established. in connexion with it a school of 
instruction for the training of artisans in decorative and other work in order that 

rab tradition may be preserved 
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23. Tn conclusion I desire to state that I appreciate warmly the cordiality and 
hospitality with which the High Commissioner and Mme. Ponsot received me and 
my party, and that I_am very grateful to him and his officers for the trouble they 
took to enable us to visit many places of interest under very favourable conditions 
and for the readiness and frankness with which they replied to my enquiries on all 
matters in regard to which I sought information 


Thav 


re, So. 
J, R. CHANCELLOR, 


High Commissioner for Palestine and Transjordan, 


Josure 2 in 


n No. 105, 


Voyage du Haut-Commissaire britannique du 15 au 24 Mars 1929, 


Sir J. Chancellor. 
Lady Chancellor. 
Lieatenant-Commander Archdale 
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Le 18 mars 1929. 
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Enélosure 3 in No, 105. 
Mr. Amery to Liewtenant-Colonel Sir J. Chancellor 


(Confidential " A.") 
ir, Downing Street, April 24. 1920 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
confidential “ D" of the Sth April containing an account of your recent official visit 
to M. Ponsot, High Commissioner of Syrin, and to inform you that T have read the 
report with much interest. 





[EB 290/191 /65) No. 106. 
Connil-General Satow to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —{Receieed May 7.) 


(No. M4. Considontial.) 
Sir, Beirut, J 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith, in the hope 
some interest, a ov of a despatch which I have addressed to Hix Majesty's High 
Commissioner for Palestine relative to the cross-desert roate to Bagdad. Sir John 
nt_me for my observations a eapy of a memorandum tro 
should bo tuae to de 


T have, ée. 
(la the absence of the consul-seneral) 
R. ELDON ELLISON, 


Enclosure in No. 106. 
Connud-Generat Satow to High Commissioner for Palestine 


(No, 21. Confidential.) 
Sir, Beirut, Aprit 16, 1929. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’s confidential despatch ‘No. 33 M. of the 
15th Murch relative to overland communications between Palestine and Iraq, I have 
the honour to wate that there can be no doubt that the Freuch authorities have done 
their ntmmost to encourage similar communications between Syria and Traq, and that 
their efforts have been crowned with very considerable stcerss. 

2 The practical demonstration of the possibility of t Mlesert motor services 
betweon Beirut and Bagdal stands to the credit of Mr. Norman Nairn, who, with 
Mr. Palmer, then His Majesty's consul at Damascus, and Major McCallum, British 
Hnison ocr, made the original trip which proved that wuch a service could be works 
Without insuperable difficulties ‘The Nairn transport companies worked in the face of 
considerable difficulties, not least of which was the competition of other companies, 
either native or with 'a considerable native element in their composition. ‘These 
‘enjoyed support from the French authorities which was not altogether wise, and was 
certainly fruitless, for, ia the end, both of the companies which catered for what may 
by called the first-class trafic came, owing to bad management, to a bad end. Before 
the Kawatly Tawil Company's decease the French had realised that Mr. Naira's 
concern was the only one that was likely to succeed, and in the end the Nairn Transport 
Company became the Naira Eastern Transport Company, an Anglo-French sooiety 
registered in Cyprus. 

3. Statistics, especially in this part of the world, are apt to he misleading, but 
there can be no doubt as to the rapid increase in the trafic over the desert route. 
While I cannot discuss in detail all the i ven by the Chamber of Commerce, I 
would wish to point out one obvious mistake. ‘The namber of cars registered in Syria 


and the Lebanon combined is only about’ 4,000 and uot 14,000, Ou the othor band, it 
may be of interest if I give some statistics obtained from Freuch sources 
the following figures :— 


Passengers carried— 1927, 


From Bagdad 2) 
To Bagdail 


Goods carried-~ 
From Bagdad 
To Ragdad 


1,857 wns 
Postal inatter carried — 


From Bagdad 306 
To Hagudad atid 3 7a. 


Postal parcels 
0 Teng ae 686 
To Persia. 3 ~ 503 


1180 


(not including parcels routed vidi Haifa-Danuascus). 


Number of Vehicles Crossing Desert 
1997 
From Hagilad 41,166 oars 
From Deira 095 4 
From Bagdad 97 lorriow 103 Laerion 
From Bale We 426, 


2,150 4,228 


Even if allowance is tude for some possible exaggerations born of enthusiasm, 
these figures are striking. In addition to the various “companies” so-called which 
‘operate the route, there are nusnerous individually owned cars which ply on it 

4. The Freach authorities long «ince realised that the creation of artifical 
boundaries resulting fro territorial readjustments arising out of the great wat Was 
likely to do much harm to Syria, and especially to Beirut and Aleppo, which in Turkish 
Limes served districts now out off from them. They therefore xet about remedying the 
harm so far as was possible It would take too long to describe the various measures 
adopted, but one of them was to foster so far as possible the transit trade with Iraq 
and Persia. They realised that the opening of the desert route would help them in 
this matter. They therefore, when the practicability of the route had been proved, gave 
all possible encouragement to thowe working it who seemed most likely af success, 
‘The Chamber of Commerce has correctly described the chief methods used to that end. 
‘The Customs transit agreement with Iraq, which was felt by both that country and by 
Syria to be to their mutual advantage, was originally made in 1925. In 125 the routes 
available to goods in transit were extended so as to bring in Mosul, aud when cirewm- 
Stances permit it seems likely that further routes which will euable the Nissibin 
railway to be utilised for transit goods will be brought under the agreement. When 
that i done it is probable that the D.H.P. Railway Company will bo ready to a 
{2 special freight rates such as the Chamber of Commerce suggests in its memorandum, 

the best of my belief no such special rate as yet exists, 


5. Lam not at all sure that any subsidies are being paid to the Nairn Company. 
I know that subsidies have been promised in the past, hut I have not been able yet to 
ascertain from Mr. Naira what has actually been done in fullilment of these proinises, 
On the other aud, it is certain that certaiu fiseal advantages have been granted ty the 
Nairn and certain other concerns. Exemption from customs duty on cars, tyres, inner 
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tabes, petrol, oil and spare parts was granted to three companies, of which one, 
Kawatly Tawil and Co. is uo more, by decree 1,807. OF this a copy was sent by me 
to the Foreign Office in my despatch No. 181 of the 21st November, 1927, and a copy 
of that despatch was seut to Jerusalem. Receutly, by the Lebanese Law of the 
Uth March, 1929, motor transport companies working between the Lebanon, Traq and 
Persia, but not their employees, were exempted from the payment of the tax known as 


* the trans-desert 
© from Beirut has 40 developed is that the country behisd Damascus is such as to 
asy access to the desert. Interposed between the two cities are, of course, the 
-banon and anti-Lebanon with the intervening Bekas plain, but the road across the 
mountains is good as things go here, and should, whea the asphalting programme of 
the present year is carried out, be really excellent, so that the journey to Damascus 
should be an easy two aud a-half bours’ run. In winter the road is sometimes blocked 
by snow for short periods, but it is unusual for it to be blocked for weeks as it wax 
this year. Even so longer and less good route round Mount Hermon and thence 
vid Kuneitra is available. From what T have heard the section of track in the lava 
country beyond Amman is « very real hindrance to the “ all-red" route of which the 
establishment is so desirable from every point of view. The Amman roate has, so far 
as L know, only been used for trans-desert transport work in unusual circumstances 
‘such as during the Druse rebellion or the recent dispute between Iraq and Syria over 
tho mail trausport question, [have always heard it described as being extremely 
hard both oa vehicles aud their drivers. I have never met anyoue who considered 
that it had boon used with even somo measure of success. ‘The use of it was considered 
by the Nairn Company, at any rato, as a deplorable necessity. [f a good road or track 
could be made through the lava belt that wonld be a real help to the development of 
the route, 

7. in conclusion, 1 would state that it has never been the pructice here to 
consider the protecting and policing of the desert route ax intouded to serve the 
intorest of the mails alone. All cars, whatover they carry, aro entitled and expected to 
make use of such protection ax can be afforded 

T have, &e. 
(In the absence of the consul-general), 
KR. ELDON ELLISON. 








CHAPTER IV.—IRAQ. 


(2 6085, 94/65 No, ur 
Sir Auiten Chambetlain to M. de Fleuriau 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, January 12, 1920 

IN your Excellency's note of the 13th December last you renewed the repre. 
sentations which you had already made orally on the Ist December lust in regard to 
the negotiations between the Turkish"Petroleum Company aud the fragi Govertinent 
While explaining that the French Government did not regard my note of the 
25th, November last on this subject as fully answering their previous enquiries, you 
requested, in particular, that the company should be dispensed from giving priority 
to the survey of a fracé from Bagdad to Haifa for the proposed railway and pipe-line 
from Iraq to the Mediterranean, 

2. This suggestion appears to imply that His Majesty's Government should now 
intervene with the Lraqi Government and the Turkish Petroleum Cot with 
view to securing the cancel of the draft letter to the Iraqi Government, the 
terms of which have now been agreed upon with the representatives of the company. 
Hix Majesty's Government regret that it is not possible for them to moet the wishes 
of the French Government in this matter. 

3. As you were informed in my note of the 25th November last, the Turkish 
Petroleum Company is anxious to obtain a valuable ancesion from the iragi Govern 
ment, in the shape of the exteusion for five years of the period for the selection of 
its plots. The Iraqi Government were prepared to consider the extension of that 
Period for two years on obtaining from the company, inter alia, an undertaking to 
survey the Bagdad-Haifa route during y th. a view to. the construc 
tion of a railway; aud in August last r cl of Miuinters adopted 
resolution respecting the terms ou which this extonxion might be granted for the full 
period of five years. One of the principal conditions thea laid down was that the 
company should, as part of the cousideration fur the rant of the final three years of 
the proposed extension, construct, or enstire the construction of, a railway line, Hot 
less than 1 metre in’ width, from Bagdad to Haifa, simuitancously: with’ the 
construction of a pipe-line, All subsequent discussion regarding the terms of the 
exterision has therefore proceeded on the assumption that these conditions must bo 
fulfilled; and the Iraqi Government, moreover, have never indicated their willingness 
to contemplate uny other alignment for the proposed rail 

4. At the end of October the company, after further discussion of the question 
by its board, proposed that its undertaking to survey the Bagdad-Haifa route should 
be embodied, not in the formal agreement between the company and the Lraqi Govern. 
ment, but in a separate letter to be addressed to the Traqi Government by the 
‘company. The original draft of the proposed letter, which gave no priority to the 
survey of the Bagdad-Haifa alignment over that’ of any other route, did not 
sufficiently guarantee that the Lraqi Government would, in fact, secure, in return for 
the grant of the two years’ extension. the fulfilment of the condition on which, as 
stated in the preceding paragraph, they were prepared to consider according it. ‘The 
Iraqi Government were clearly entitled, if they s0 wished, to obtain the guarantee 
for this particular survey asa condition of granting the two years’ extension, aud His 
Majesty's Government would not have been justified in urging them to accept » form 
of undertaking which did not comply with their requirements. ‘The revised draft of 
the letter, of the terms of which you are aware, was put forward in order to meet this 
difficulty. 

5. His Majesty's Government cannot admit that the San Remo Agreement 
imposes on them any obligation whatever to resist the requirements of the Iraqi 
Government. It falls solely within the competence of the Turkish Petroleum 

decide whether the value of the two years’ extension is sufficient to justify 

ree demanded, or whether it is financially desirable to construct » railway 

or, indeed, to construct any of the alternative railways, the construction 

of which appears to have been contemplated at the time when the San Remo 
Agreement was conchided; and it is consequently not for His Majesty's Government 
either to approve or disapprove the action of the Turkish Petroleum Company in the 
matter. But this fact does aot in any way affect the right of the Iraqi Government 

rants ™ 











to secure that full effect should be given to their legitimate desires in regard to their 
proposed agreement with the company. 

6. In conclusion, I take leave to invite your attention to the fact that there is 
nothing in the draft agreement between the Lraqi Government and the Turkish 
Petroleum Company, or in the draft letter from the company to the Iraqi Gavern- 
tvent, which commits the company to the construction of a railway of'x pape line to 
any particular point on the Mediterranean coast. The effect of the agreement is 
simply that, if the company decides not to exercise its option to construct the railway 
between Haifa and Bagdad, it will not be entitled to the further three vears 
extension of the time limit within which it may select its plots. The decision whether 
the further three years’ extension of that time limit is of sufficient value to justify 
the expense of the construction of the railway will again be a matter for the Turkis 
Petroleum Company itself to decide, 

Thave, & 
OSTEN CHAMBERLAIN, 





No, 108 
POLITICAL SURVEY OF IRAQ. 


MeMonasoum ny rite Secuerany or STATE FoR THE COLONIES, 


1 CIRCULATE, for the information of the Cabinet, a despatch written on the 
eve of his departure from Baghdad by Sir Henry ‘Dobbar who has recently 
relinquished the post of High Commissioner for Iraq, which he has held for a pe 
of over five years 

Daring that period much has happened in Iraq. It has been a time of con: 
siderable political and ccanomic progress, The Treaty machinery which regulates 
our present relations with the Government of Iraq was accepted by the Iraqi 


Parhament and the Council of the 1 gt of Nations and became effective. The 
h 


long frontier dispute with Turkey, which at one time seemed likely to lead to open 
conilict, was satisfactorily settled by the Treaty of Angora, and relations between 
the two countries were established upon a friendly basis. ‘The agreements concluded 
With the King of the Hejaz and of Nejd for the preservation of peace on the desert 
frontier have been Tess succensful: but, with thie exception, public security is 
complete throughout Iraq. 

‘On tho side of economic development steady progress has also been made. Kive 
‘Years of careful financial adtinivtration have not only seen Traq successtully through 
the difficult period of post-war trade depression, but have led to the accumulation 
of a revenue aurplon sufficient to extinguish in one tranatction the greater part of 
the public debt inherited from Turkey. Of the natural resources of Iraq, the most 
itnportant—otl—has now been proved and is in process of active development. 
Increasing prosperity, based upon stable government and internal wecurity, has 
been reflected in a great extension of pump irrigation throughout the country, 
rewulting in the cultivation of lange tracts of hitherto barren land, Both importa 
and exports have shown @ progromive increase, pointing to expansion of trade All 
this ha, moreover, been attained withont recourse to public borrowing, an expedient 
with which few young States have found themselves able ta dispense since the war, 

‘Thore is, of course, a reverse side to the picture. Suob rapid development could 
xearcely have been attained without temporary setbacks and occasional friction 
Indeed, ut the prevent motent Traq is suffering from one of the recurrent periods of 
political tension, Our policy of ruling without governing in Iraq. of exerciain 
control through an ostensibly independent wative Government, is in the nature of 
An experiment. Traq in still wearcely more than a geographical expression. The 
diflerent races which inhabit the country have not yet been welded into a single Traqi 
nation. A Kurd i¢ still primarily a Kived and only secondarily: (if wt all to his own 
mind) on Tragi. ‘The tribal confederations of the Euphrates admit no. natural 
lovalty or allegiance to the Traq Government. "The Kurd sill dishikes and despises 
the Arab, the Christian hates and fears the Moslem, and the Shiah distrusts the 
Sunni; and until these traditional antagonixms have been subordinated to a. spirit 
of patriotism, the Beitish Reprewentative in Traq must, as Sir H. Dobbs explains in 
this despateh, hold the scales even, and to do so must intervene in matters which 


might otherwise properly be left to’ the discretion of the native government. In a 
country eich as fraq. where national conscioumess has outstripped administrative 
experience, such intervention is apt to be resented and to cause political friction 
This is unfortunate but inevitable. and I am satisfied that, in order to maintain the 
present rate of progress, and indeed to ensure the success of our experiment. some 
Tieastre of British enpervision and control—tactfullyexercised and not annecesearily 
paraded—will remain necessary for some years to come 

LSA 
February 7, 1820. 


Enclomire in No. 108 
ir H. Vobbe to Mr. Amery 


ret. A) The Residency, 
Sir Baghdad, December 4, 1988. 
AS I shall before long leave Iraq. it may be useful that 1 should place on record 
some account of the principles which have guided. me in my attitude towards the 
measures and propouals of the Iraq Government, in so far as these principles have 
rolved an apparent departure from or a development of the principles laid down 
for my guidance in the Duke of Devonshire's despatch, Confidential B, dated the 
20th September, 1923. 
2. In paragraph 4 of his despatch, the Duke of Dovoushire stated that the four 
most important principles were 
(L) That the interests of foreigners should he adequately protected ; 
Q) financial interests of His Britannic Majesty's Government should 
earded ; 
(3) ‘That the beat tse 
(4) That the Administration should confor ly to the traditions and 
principles of progromive and enlightened government. 


In yiew of the etaployment by Iraq of a number of British officials, His 
Britannic Majesty's Government wers propared to leaye the fulfilment of the thi 
and fourth of these principlex to the Iraq Administration; and they declared that 
they di mopose Lo criticixe in detail or to endeavour to infuence in detail the 
financial or administeative arrangements of the Iraq Government, provided that the 
Treaty and its subsidiary Agreewnents wero duly observed. At the same time they 
stated (paragraph 6) that they had no desire to hamper or restrict the exercise of 
reasonable discretion by the High Commissioner, 

3. Other duties laid upon the High Commissioner were that he should report to 
His Britannic Majesty's Government all political and constitutional developments 
fn Trag, 90 that they might form an opinion of the extont to which she was fitt 
hervelf for full membership of the League of Nations; that he should advise th 


poe 
ie 


the foreign 
Anglo-Tray 


rag, Cal the Tribal Disputes 
Regulation; T have practically vetoed the attempts inistry of Finance to 
Festroy the * mugata’a system " of Amara, or the system under which large tracts of 
country are leased to semi-feudal tribal chiefs; I have severely criticised and insisted 
‘on the modification of rales and laws for the distribution of so-called Government 
ands, on the ground that they tended to ignore prescriptive tribal rights: T have 
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received and. enquired (from the Ministries concerned) into. petitions regard 
alleged administrative injustice or judicial obliquity and have closely watched 
guided the treatment by the Iraq Government of tribal feuds and quarrels, T ave, 
in spite of Section 4 of the Administrative Inspectorate Regulations, apposed the 
transfer of the headquarters of Administrative Inspectors to Baghdad and insisted 
that they shall be allotted to.and reside in specific districts. I have further, ax His 
Britannic Majesty's Government. know. aroused considerable resentment. by 
expressing dissent from the plans of the Iraq Government for conscription. These 
actions have contributed to cause an impression among many of the Iraqi politicians, 
and perhaps in other quarters, that { have attempted to keep Iraq too much in 
Jeading strin, 

5. The apparent deviations from the principles aid down for my guidance cs 
be explained in the one word “security.” T have constantly brought notice 
of His Britannic Majesty's Government that the influential politicians of Iraq are 
imbued with the ideas of the townsmnen, between whom nnd the countrymen a great 
gulf is fixed. Even the present Prime Minister, Abdul Muhsin Beg, though of tribal 
origin, has become by education in Constantinople infected with the tawnsman's 
ideas and nothing is more nbborrent to him than the authority of the Shaikhs or 
the vielding to tribal 
of the i 
Pressure has resul f presentatives, even in purely tribal 
districts. As giving ple of this tendency, T may recall my despatch Secret 
dated the 16th June, 1928, with which I forwarded a report by the Administrative 
Inspector of Kut to the effect that the “‘earpet-bagger’” dologate of that district 
was diametrically opposed to his constituents in his advocacy of conscription, 

6. In most countries. such an opposition between town and country, though 
rewnlting: in an wnwarrantable overtepresentation of the towns, might not be 
seriously dangerous. Tt might indeed have beneficial axpects, since the fdeas of the 
town are more civilised than those of the country. Nor is it wise to underestimate the 
influence which the educated townsman can exert upon the countryman who, however 
Tuch he professes to despise. the townsmen, is easily worked on by their nimbler 
brains. Bot Iraq ia peculiar in three respects. First, the countrymen, including the 
inhabitants of tho villages, are almost all tribal, unlike tho cultivators of Egypt 
or India or evon af Persia, with its mass of von-tribal peasants in the centre atid a 
fairly brond tribal fringe. Tn this respect I doubt whether the conditions of any 
vther country in the world, even of Afghanistan, resemble those of Traq. Moreover, 
an rogult of the war and the quantity of rifles and ammunition dispersed during 
and immediately after it, the country districts are crammed with arma, which have 
hitherto hen only slightly controlled. Secondly, the countrymen throughout the 
southern half of Traq are Shiahs and divided by gectarinn differences from the roling 
Sunni Arab clique in Baghdad; while in the northern, half a large propor: 
similarly divided from the ruling Arab clique by racial differences, being Kurds 
‘Turcoman or Yesidis, Thuxto the natural alienation of the tribal countryman from the 
townee iaadded the special alienation either of religion or of race, ‘Thirdly, the prestige 
‘and military strength of the Taq Government are inadequate to cope with any grave 
opposition From the tribes, without the help of the British forces and of British 
moral backing, Th Persia the name of the Shab, even when borne by a usueper, 
spreads traditional terror, Tn Turkey and Nojd the ralers rule by their own 
perwonality and strength of conquest. The King of Afghanistan has both tradition 
and atrength on his side. But King Enisal is a foreigner imported by the British 
and has had no time to strike roots. ‘The Traq Army has seen only a few trifling 
hill-skirmishes and has no reputation in the country. There ia little affection for ar 
awe of the Crown, no national consciousness outside the schools of Baghdad and 
‘Mosnl and no respect for the courtiers or for the politicians. ‘The strength of the 
Administration rests almost solely on the knowledge of British aupport and contral 
and on the feat inspired by British aeroplanes and armoured cars in the plains and 
by the Assyrian Levies helped by British aeroplanes in the Kurdish hills, The 
Police force is indeed efficient and feared, because British control over it has never 
really been relaxed. If the Royal Air Force were to be withdrawn, but the British 
alliance and British powers of inspection and remonstrance remained, the Traq 
administration (though badly crippled) might. survive, hecanse the people would 
expect the re-entry of British forces on emergency. Tf both disappeared, the Govern- 
ment of Iraq would, I believe. in a few months, either vanish altogether or remain 
clinging desperately to a strip of territory along the Tigris hetween Samarra and 
Kat. the whole of the rest of the countey falling away. 


7. Thus, although the existing state of security is complete and tmprecedented, 
it rests on a precarious base and quite as much on British reputation and British 
reserve power outside the country as on the British forces actually present. Tf the 
already suspicious Shiah or Kurdish tribesmen were to feel that British policy 
towards them was being dragged at the heels of the anti-tribal Baghdad politicuns 
and that there was no power in the land inclined to notice their complaints, scattered 
and spasmodic risings would soon begin which, unless quickly suppressed, would 
result in general disorder. It is uolikely that the Iraq forces, whether military ot 
police, would be mobile enough to deal with such risings, and the Royal Air Fores 
would haye to take action to prevent the whole administration collapsing. In the 
‘end. British public opinion would be shocked by the sight of British aeroplanes 
bombing the tribesmen of the Euphrates or Kurdistan to enforce tyrannical or 
mistaken decrees hatched amid the intrigues of the Baghdad caffee-shops or conceived 
by citizen pedants 

S. Against such a misfortune His Britannic Majesty’s Government have some 
suaraptee in the last sentence of Article VITL of tho Military Agreement, which reads 
ax fallows— 


* The Iraq Government shall not be entitled to the assistance of any forces 
‘maintained or controlled by His Britannic Majesty's Government against or for 
the suppression of any external aggression or any civil disturbance oF armed 
rising which shall, in the opinion of the High Commissioner, have been provoked 
of occasioned by action taken or policy pursned by the Ira 
to the advice or express wishes of His Britannic Majesty's Gove 


Upon this provision I have based my policy of supervision in administrative, and 
especialy in tribal, affsirs. It would evidcotly be impossible vo pursue: iy eush 
matters the theoretically admirable policy of allowing a cbsld to learn hy its mistake 
since the mistakes would involve not only the well-being of thousands of human 
beings, but also the reputation of the British Government. Nor is it possible merely 
to uller tnild generalities, axioms and warnings, to watch them being disregarded 
and in the end to say, when a rising occurs, "'T told you so, Now you must get out 
of the difficulty without my help.” Ror the rising might destroy the whole land. 1 
have, therefore, frequently found mynelf forced to intervene in details and tw nip 
the beginnings of policies or even of isolated plans of action which I thought likely to 
create active discontent, 

9. After this explanation T'may perhaps be permitted to dwell upon what ol 
believe to be the most vital poitita. These are the retention of British Administrative 
Toxpectors inthe Provinces (iustend of centralizing them in Baghdad); the retention 
and adequate use of the Tribal Civil and Critninal Disputes Negulation; ‘avoldanca 
‘of the identification of coneerption ‘with British poliey; and the maintenance of the 
‘special régime in the Kurdish districts, for which the Council of the Loague of 
Nations stipilated when awarding to Traq the Province of Mosul, ‘The dominant 
Iraqis dislike all four of these policies 

10. The Administrative Inspectorate Regulations had been settled before I 
came to Trag, Otherwise T should bnve protested faguinet Section 4, which ran: 
© Headquarters of Administrative Inspectors will he Baghdad. They will be detailed 
for ingpection as circumstances demand and asthe Ministry ofthe Interior may deem 
fit.” ‘fo me it is evident, that « British officer living and working in Baghdad and 
sent out intermittently on roving missions of inspection, now to one district and now 
to another, could neither intervene early enough to prevent mistakes and injustice, 
nor have sufficient knowledge of local events and feelings to enable him to report, for 
the High Commissioner's information, whether the use of British forces were 
justified for the suppression of disturbance, The result of the centralization of 
Administrative Inspectors in Baghdad would be either that the High Commissioner 
would, when a question of employing British forces arose, have to depend on 
information derived from the Briti ial Service or Intelligence Officers working 
under Air Headquarters, who are imperfectly acquainted with administrative 
details, or that he would have to refuse to take action before an Administrative 
Inspector had gone to the spot, made an elaborate enquiry and satisfied himself that 
the trouble had ot been caused by unwise or unjust action on the part of the Teaqi 
officials Tt would be out of the question to allow local Motasarrifs or Qnimmag 
to invoke the swift and terrible help of the Royal Ait Force at their pleasure. Tt 
even now notorious that minor Traqi officials sometimes, without authority and 
contrary to orders, threaten the tribesmen with air action and a0 enforce their orders. 











But if it were known that Mutasarrifs could, without giving an opportunity to 
locally-experienced British officials to intervene, first get themselves into difficulty. by 
‘unjust acts and then suppress the difficulty by British bombs, the tyranny would be 
complete and justified odium would fall upon the British name 

On the Tribal Disputes Regulation [ have often written. ‘To its operations 
I ascribe in very large measure the security now reigning in the Provinces. In 
Turkish times, when the regular judicial courts tried all offences and took no notice 
of tribal custom, tribesmen who had commit 
themselve 


stration imposes 
liticians and lawyers detest this 
Regulatic ’ had it not been for my opposition, 
it would long ed, with, I believe, results fatal to internal peace 
12, As to conscription, the attitude of His Britanic Majesty's Government 
and myself has, in spite of all discussion which bas taken place, been constantly 
misunderstood.” L have never denied that Lrg could by conscription obtain the army 
which many of her politicians desire more cheaply (by about £150,000 per annum) 
than the voluntary system. But C have tainitaisied that in the present state of 
tribal feeling the enforcemont of conscription would cause such widespread risings 
and require such large forom that it would cost far more than the savings which it 
might theoretically make possible, Tt is idle to point to Turkey, where the Anatolian 
peaxant is utterly submissive and accustomed to conscription, or to Persi 
Eeginning of conweription has fuse ben tad In the ewan’ and‘ btn 
resentment, but as yet no tebellion, Traq, ae I have already insisted, is unique in the 
preslominance of het tribes. The Turks when in Leaq could never enforce conserip~ 
tion except in a few towns and rettled villages, and against the Turks the Kure 
held no such feolings as they hold against the Arabs. The only results of conacrip~ 
tion in Lraq would be its effective application to a few towns and some tracts nlong 
the Tigris, tho flight of the able-bodied men from those tracts into the tribal districts 
and unrest among the tribes, such as was recently cansed even in the Basra dintrict 
by the operations of the Consus Law, which were looked on as a prelude to 
conscript His Britannic Majesty's Government have informed the Iraq 
Jovornmont that they are at liberty to introduce conscription, if they ean put it inte 
effect by their own forces, but that they must not count on the help of British forces 
to suppress any tisings which may ensue, This has aroused much resentment among 
the politicians, who accuse Great Britain of trying to keep the Irnq Army weak 
and of inciting the tribes to resist conscription, No other courte was, however, open 
to Flis Britannic Majesty's Government 
18, The question of the maintenance of a special régime in the Kurdish 
districts needs no long discussion. Tt is a clear ebligation towards the League of 
Nations on the part of both the Britiah and Iraq Governments, and no other régine 
would abate the traditional dislike of the Kurd for the Arab and secure the retention 
of the Kurdish tracts in Iraq. Even Turkey and Persia, which had at first hoped to 
suppress the Kurdish spirit by force, have now been compelled to adopt much the 
saine policy as has been followed in Iraq. If the Kurdish tracts were to get out of 
hand, the Kurds of the foothills would harry all the northern plains and the main 
Tine of communications through Kirkuk and Arbil to Mosul would become untenable. 
‘The Arab politicians, however, believe that they could hold the Kurdish hills by 
their own force, and they have greatly disliked my insistence on the rale that officinls 
in the Kurdish districts shall, where possible, be Kurds. I fear that, if Arab conceit 
wore ever given its head, Soath Kurdistan would be lost to them for ever, and a grave 
blow would be struck at the security and prosperity of Iraq. The oil industry, with 
all ite promise, woold certainly become impracticable, mh ted 
14. Intervention on the lines sketched above has, of course. its disadvantages, 
‘The Traqi nationalists and extremists are inclined to allege that the policy of the 
High Commissioner has been to divide and rule, and that he has himself fostered 
communalism and accentuated the differences between Sunni and Shiah, citizen and 
tribesman, Arab and Kurd. A similar accusation against the British with regard 
to Hindu-Moslem differences is a commonplace Indian political argument, and is 


equally without foundation. This spice of truth, however, does reside in the 

onalist argument, that the presence in any country of an impartial power, 

mpting to hold the scales even and to prevent the violent domi n of one section 
of the people by another, must ipso facto retard the attainment of equilibrium (even 
if it he the equilibrism of chaos). It has been alleged also that. the High Commis 
sioner in upholding the tribal system has been attempting to bolster up a dangerous 
anachronism. In this the critics are mistaken I recognise that thé tribal system 
must and should in the end disintegrate and make way for the more civilised 
individualistic system. But the integration, if it ix to Ke safe, must be automatic 
and gradnal, timed to allow the Government to substitute their awn for the tribal 
machinery. ‘In holding back the Baxdad politicians from their assaults upon. the 
tribal system, T have merely attempted to act as a brake apon the impatience of the 
Bust 

15. Finally, T feel that 1 mast meet the criticism that T should have left the 
British officials of the Iraq Governinent. to intervene in matters such as have 
mentioned, and that T ought to have followed more closely the pronouncement. of 
His Britannic Majesty'x Government that, in view of the employment of a hutber 
of British officials, they did not propose to influence in detail the administrative 
arrangements of the Iraq ‘To this my reply is that the British adviso 
system does not produce # predominant partner, "Each of the principal advisers t 
an expert in his own line, acknowledging subordination only to his own Minister, 
Thus, if the British Adviser to the Ministry of Justice dislikes the Tribal Dixputes 
Regulatio 3 Ministry of the Interior cannot restrain his attacks 
‘pon it; Adviser to the Interior resteain tho Adviser to Finance from 
undermining the tribal tenure of land. ‘The Prime Minister should, of course, old 
the balance and come to w decision between the conflicting views of his British experts; 
ft few Tragis have personality sufficient to do, this; and, in, the end, wher there 
is a conflict of Rritish expert opinion, it is usually the High Commissioner who has 
to make the real decision. 

10. Tu conclusion, 1 must apologise for the length of thia despatch which, has 
greatly outgrown the limite which Chad intended to act for it. 

have, &. 
H DOBRS, 
High Commissioner for Iraq. 


=) 


(B 751/245/93) No. 109. 


Foreign Office to Seoretary-General of League of Nations, 


Sir, Foreign UO ffee, February 16, 1920 
1AM directed by Pecretary Sir Austen Chamberlaiy to inform you that be wil 


be grateful if you will cause the following item to be placed on the agenda of the 
Council of the League of Nations nt the session due to begin on the 4th March next :-— 
Iraqi: Proposil by the British representative to move the Council to 
approve in prteiple the Tallin of the ‘Angie-Iregi Jadiolal Agreement. of 

the 25th March, 1924, and the institution of a uniform system of justice in ite 
place; and to authorise His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland to prepare, for submission to the Council 

at ater session, detailed proposals in collaboration with. the ‘Lonqt 
Jovernment.”” 


2. A memorandum, setting forth the motives and intentions of His Majesty's 
Government in making this proposal, is enclosed heroin for the information of the 
members of the Council. 

Tam, &o 


MONTEAGLE, 











Enclosure in No. 109, 
Memorandum 


THE Judicial 
Article 9 of the An, 
the 


Giroumstances to hay 
officers, either sittin 


tha 


ve, the privileges and 
itulation or usage in the Ottoman Expire would 
foreigners in Iraq 


ug 
‘ has proved generally 
‘satis Under the prescat 
arranges ign States recelve Ueatnient more {avout 
Is of other forvign States. This discriminatic 
arly defined principle which might justify the distinction 
jermane consideration such as the standard of justice 
# the stage of political development reached by, the States. in 
question. Indeed, it might be contended that the criterion adopted, nasely, whether 
PF Bot capitulatory, privileges were voluntarily renounced before & wiven date, was 
oth irrelevant and inequitable. ‘The result has beets that whereas, tee example, 
British, French, Malian and Japanese nationals have enjoyed. special. judicial 
Privileuwe in Linq, German, Czechoslovak, Swiss, Turkish and Persian nationals 
iave not been accorded those privil 
3. This anomalous state of alfairs bas given rise to considerable resenten 
which ix not confined to the foreign States which are excluded. from the spor 
Judicial privileges, but ie felt genorally by Iraqis who resent the more faveeral 
judicial treatment accorded to certain fore flection 
Judicial adm 
exinting area 


ised upon 
hationals in 


ight that this difficulty could be overcome by extending tho 
Agreement to all foreign nationals in Iraq, but this solttion 
is not 1 practicable one, Not only would such a course be extreshely distastefal ao 
Travis themselves as ferPetuating and extending an institution which they regard 
‘4s anachronous aud derogatory, but, owing to the large number of foreign (acl in 
particular Persian} nationals in Traq it would involve such an increase of the British 
Judiciary as would seriously tax the financial resources of the country and hamper 
its economic development 
6. Although the Treaty concluded between Great Britain and Iraq on the 
T4th December, 1927, contained provision for the maintenance in force of the 
Judicial Agreement, His mgs Government in the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland have, since that Treaty was signed, been engaged ia 
considering the possibility of abrogating the Judicial Agreement and of replacing 
the existing judicial arrangements in Traq by a system of equal justice for all Traqie 


and foreigners alike. Such a change would remove the anomalies mentioned. above, 
and by doing so would serve to promote good relations between Iraq and her 
neighbours 

7. As a result of preliminary investigations, His Majesty's Government are 
satisfied that it would be possible to introduce sich changes in the existing Judicial 
arrangements in Iraq as would ensure the administration of justice in a manner 
fully adequate to the needs of all persons in Iraq, whether Iraqis or foreigners, 
without need for differentiation and without imposing too great « burden upon the 
financial resources of Iraq. They realise that the Judicial Agreement cannot be 
abrogated without the prior consent of the Council of the League, and consequently 
that no useful purpose would be served by entering into detailed discussions with the 
Traqi Government in regard to the strengthening of the British Judiciary and the 
revision of the Municipal Law of Iraq unless it is known that, in doing so, they have 
the approval in principle of the Council. Tf. however, the Council are prepared to 
approve the present proposal in principle, His Majesty's Government. will at once 
proceed to elaborate, in consultation with the Traqi Government, the details of the 
hew organisation and arrangements which will be necessary, and will in due course 
submit the results to the Council for their approval 

8. The Traqi Government have already intimated that, if the Judicial 
Agreement is abrogated. they will he willing to increase the tumber of British 
judicial officers in Iraq and to employ those officers on long-term conteacte with a 
View to ewsuring the maintenance of the judicial arrangements in Traq ata 
satisfactory standard of efficiency. 

9 His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom of Groat Britain and 
Northern Ireland, therefor, invite the Council to appreve in prine ple the proposal 
to abrogate the Judicial Agreement between Great Britain and Iraq, and to 
authorise His Majesty's Government to prepare, in collaboration with the Traqi 

i m system of justice 
on the understandin; 


(E 1168/245/93) No. 110 


Consul London to Sir R. Lindvay-—(Received March 6.) 
(No. 5) 
(Telegraphic) .P Geneva, March 6, 1929. 
SHERSAGE for Sir R. Lindsay from Sir Austen Chamberlain 


* Abolition of Capitulations in Iraq. ‘ 

Owing to definite instructions given to Signor Scialoja on two occasions 
to oppose the approval in principle of this abolition, it will unfortunately be 
necessary to allow the question to stand over till June session if we are to avoid 
4 definite refusal now. which wonld prejudice our case in future 

“The reason for the Italian Government's attitude is that they believe there 
was a special agreement made between us and them by exchange of notes in 1925, 
I have no copy of these and cannot recall the circumstances, but T cannot 
think they were intended to create, or did, in fact, create, any special position 
for Italy or Italians. I shall therefore be glad to receive the fullest information 
‘on this point, though I am afraid that, even so, we shall be unable to put the 
matter straight during the present session of the Council. T shall also be glad 
if you will ascertain for me from the Colonial Office the number of cases in each 
of the years since 1924 in which Italian nationals have been involved 


© (Seoret 
Ast ear this indoemantion for. Biase SeitVlaho it dlefobed\6, bo: 
helpful” 

















(W 2200/1995/98 ) 
Consul London to Sir R. Lindsay.—(Receiced March 11.) 


By Bag 
(No, 20. LN) 
(Telegraphic) Extract 
FOLLOWING from Mr. Cadogan — 
“ Council session ended thie morning. Following is brief summary of this 
morning's proceedings 
“3. Propowit Abolition of Iraq Judicial Agreewent.—Council’ agreed to 
port from Finnish representative to the effect that Council saw no reason to 
refuse the general authorisation asked for, but did not lose sight of fact that 
change of system on lines p prestipposed that States enjoying privileges 
‘would signify to Mandatory Bower their willingness to renounce thers and waa 
conyinced of need of continned close co-operation between British and Traq 
authorities under new system, Persian representative made statement in 
Support. of British proposal. British representative expressed regret that 
Counell could not give nnqualified approval at present session, and insisted on 
need for proposed change as much in interest of relations hetween Traq and her 
hours as in order to bring Traqi system into Tine with present-day ideas 
and practice.” 


Geneva, Mareh 9, 192%. 





(B 1487/62/93) No. tz. 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Sir W. Tyerelt (Paris), 
No, 768) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 27, 1920. 

IN my despatch No. 181 of the 15th January T enclosed a copy of my note of the 
12th January to the French Ambassador respecting the representations made by the 
French Government in connexion with a proposed new contract between the Turkish 
Petroleum Company and the Iraqi Government. Your Excellency subsequently 
informed me of the personal representations made to you on thix subject by 
M. Berthelot, and forwarded to me a copy of a memorandum dated the 28rd January 
which you had received from him, commenting upon that note. 

2 Since the receipt of M. Rarthelot’s memorandum. the whole position Ii bee 
reviewed, and the complaints of the French Government regarding the policy of H 
Majesty's Government in this matter have heen subjected to careful examination, 
‘Those complaints are in the main as follows: — 

(1.) That the Tmgi Government haye never demanded that the terminus of the 

proposed railway from Bagdad to the Mediterranean should te at Haifa 

(2) That His Majesty's Government have intecvened in order to secure that the 

geant of the extension of the Turkish Petroleum Company's concession 
‘should be conditional upon a survey for a railway being made to Haifa in 
priority to other Mediterranean ports, 

(3) ‘That whether it be the Tragi Government or the British Government who 

hhave insiated on this condition, it is, in any event, cooteary to the San 
Remo Agreement to impore upon the company expenses which ate, in 
fact, of a political nature 

(4) That the company should be permitted to withdraw the draft letter relative 

to the survey. of the roate t Haifa, and should be given to understand 
that it is.at liberty to carry on ite negotiations on « purely economic ba 


3. The suggestion of the French Government amounts in fact to this: That His 
Majesty's Government have made use of the negotintion between the Iraqi Govern- 
ment and the Turkish Petroleum Company in order to induce or compel the company 
to undertake a survey of a railway line, and possibly the construction of a railway 
which it js desired to obtain in the interests of Great Britain, an distinct from there 
of Irag. When, however, the course of the negotiations for the extension of the 
Turkish Petroleum Company concession is examined, I believe that it can be 


oy 


conclusively shown that the Freuch Government are under a misapprehension on 
this point. 

4 The original agreement of 1925 between the Iraqi Government and the 
company (as later modified) provided that the company must select its twenty-four 
Plots for development before the 14th November, 1928. In December 1937 the 

turkish Petroleum Company indicated its desire to free itself from this obligation, 
ie,, in effect, to obtain an extension of the period within which the selection of its 
Blois was to be made, and during which it was protected from outside competition 

The question whether such an extension of the company's monopoly was consistent 
with the provisions of article 11 of the Anglo-lraqi Treaty of 1022 was examined, 
and it was eventually decided that a feabrabluextcsiaetihe company’s concession 
would be in the interests of Iraq herself, and that His Majesty's Government, if they 
advised the Iraqi Government to agree to an extension on suitable terins, wotld thus 
not be open to criticism on the part of the Permanent Mandates Commission or of 
other Governments. 

‘3. In pursuance of this decision, the High Commissioner for Lraq) w 
instructed, on the 6th March, 1998, to recommend the Iraqi Government to grunt the 
Turkish Petroleam Company an extension for a period of five years, provided that 
ihe company undertook (o)ta proceed at ence t0 derelop actively the areas undor ite 
control at that time, and (b) should the results of such development prove 
satisfactory, to place an order definitely for the construction of pipeline to the 
Mediterranean without waiting until its plots had been finally selected, and to begin 
the construction of a pipe-line at the earliest date possible 

6. It will be observed that the conditions on which His Majesty's Government 
were at this time prepared to recommend the extension of the concession contained 
zo mention of the proposed Bagdad-Haifa Railway, nor any stipolation in regard 
to the western terminal for the pipe-line to the Mediterranean. 

7... Immediately: subsequent to the despatch of those instructions, negotiations 
took place between Sir A. Ritchie, on behalf of the Turkish Petroleam Company, 
and the Tragi Government. An agreement between the parties was reached. for the 
grant of the five years’ extension on the conditions indicated above, and on the 
ist May, 1925, the Traqi Council of Ministers passed n resolution approving a drait 
agreement for that purpose, authorising the appropriate Minister to sign. and, after 
signature, to prepare adraft law for the submission of the agreement to Parliament 
In the meantime, however, events had occurred which induced King Feisal to with 
hold his consent from this resolution; these eventa wore ue follows > 

5. In te later part of April 1028 a group known ws the British Oil Develop 
ment Company entered the field in search of oi! concessions in Traq, and he 
fas an inducement to the Iraqi Government the prospect of an tndortakis 
‘construct, without subsidy or financial guarantee from that Government, a railway 
from Bagdad to Haifa, “It was impossible both to grant the extension asked for 
by the Turkish Petroleum Company and to satisfy the British Oil Development 
Company pplication for an oil concession, as until the expiry of the poriod within 
‘which the Turkish Petroleum Company was entitled to select its plots. the field was 
closed! to all outside competition. ‘The Iraqi Government were therofore faced with 
two incompatible demands, of which that of the British Oil Development Company: 
seemed to them decidedly the more attractive. The High Commissioner, telegraphing 
on the 23th April, stated that he foresaw that if it became known ih Traq tht a 
second powerful group had entered into competition with the Turkish Petroleum 

pany, and was ready to take up immediately areas outside that company’s 

ty-four plots, the Government of Lraq and the Tragi Parliament would conchide 
that it was in their best [nverests to refuse the extension requested by the Turkish 
Petroleum Company, and all chance of Parliatnent’s accepting it would disappear 
Ina further telegram dated the ith May, Sir II. Dobls reported: that the local 
representative of the British Oil Development Company: bad teceived instructions to 
deliver to King Feisal a letter informing him that Latd Wester Wemyss, on behalf 
of the group, was leaving for Bagdad at once to lay before the Iraqi Government 
proposals for the immediate exploitation of oil resources in Traq and the conetruction 


of a railway to the Mediterranean. Sir 1. Dobbs anticipated that this letter would 

Cause the Ring to suspend his consent to the resolution passed by the Council of 

Ministers on the Ist May, and, as mentioned above, the letter had iu fact the effect 

anticipated by the High Commissioner. On the 15th May the High Commissionei 

reported that the Iraqi Prime Minister had received particulars of the offer of the 

British Oil Development Company to construct a railway frum Bagdad to Haifa in 
83) x2 














io 


Feturn for the grant of oil concessions, and that the King: was of opinion that, ouce 
the company’s llr became known, it would not be possible to obtatn parliamentary 
approval for the revised agreement with the Turkish Petroleum Company. On the 
following day instructions were telegraphed to Sir H. Dobbs to,the effect that Hi 
Majesty's Government did not regard the fact that a rival group had a 

the scene as adequate ground for modifying the advice they had. already given « 
the question of the extension to be granted to the Turkish Petroleum Company. The 
High Commissioner was accordingly to preas the King to approve of the revised 
articles providing for the extension being submitted to Parliament for the necessary 
sanction without delay. Sir H, Dobbs immediately interviewed the King. and 
reported the result in a telegratn dated the 17th May. At this interview the King 
smd that he cared little about the oil question in comparison with that of the 
constriction of a railway to Haifa, and Sir H. Dobbs was nnable to induce hi to 
change his attitude as rogats the submission to: Parliament of the proposed azree 
ment with the Turkish Petrolours Company 

9. Th the meantime, the Turkish Petroleum Company had learnt fro its 
representative in Bagdad of the change of attitude on the part of the Lragi Govern: 
ment and of the intervention of the Hiritish Oil Development Company, and, no doubt 
in consequence of thene reports, sent Sir A. Ritchie again to Bagdad. to ascertain 

id report on the position. According to a telegram from the High Coninissioner 
dated the Oth July, Sir A: Ritchie dischssed the matter with the King and the Prime 
Minister, and as a result. informed the company that such strong public feelin 

in Bagdad about the necessity for the Haifa Railway that he recormende 
company to give a definite assurance that if it constructed a pipe-line to the 
Mediterranean, it would, by some means or other, simultaneously arrange for the 
construction of a railway. 

10. From the foregoing outline of events it is clear that (a) the association of 
the question of a railway from Bagdad to Haifa with that of oil development in 
Tra. did not originate with His Majesty's Government’ or his High Com- 
missioner, or with the Iraqi Government, but was the direct result of the intervention 
of the British Oil Development Company; (8) that even after the intervention of 
the British Oi! Development Company, with its offer of a railway to Haifa, His 
Majesty's Government continued to pres the Iraqi Government to approve the 
‘Turkish Petroleum Company's application, although it contained no such ofer, and 
(c) that the suggestion that a somewhat similar offer should be made by the Turkial 
Petroleum Company originated not with Hix Majesty's Government, but with the 
company’s own representative, after he had Jearnt by personal experience in Iraq 
the strength of local feeling in favour of « railway to Hnifa 

11. “The position was considered by the Turkish Petroleum Company, and on 
the 10th July Sir A. Ritchie submitted the company's new proposals to the Traqi 
Government, The relevant portion of the company's proposal was reported by the 
High Commissioner as follows: "'‘To assist with others in securing a guarantee for 
the construction of a transdesert railway from Bagdad to Haifa, free of all cont 
to the Tragi Government, but with an option to the Iraqi Government to take up 
sburos. Further, my company will endeavour to do its utmost to promote an 
arrangement with others which will ensure that the construction of the railway will 
bo undertaken simultaneously with the construction of the pipeline, should the con- 
struction of the railway. prove at that time a commercial powibiity.” ‘This 
undertaking, however, did not satisfy the Iraqi Cabinet, who on the Stk Jel 


definitely rejeoted the Turkish Petrolenm Company’ proposals as being too indedinit 
to secure parliamentary support 


12, As a result of further efforts by Sir Adam Ritchie, the Traqi Prime 
Minister promised him on the 25th July that the Iraqi Government would attempt 
to obtain parliamentary acceptance of the company’s offer. On the following day, 
however, the Prime Minister consulted his party, who refused to endorse this pro: 

ramme, In the meantime a possible compromise had heen s by the British 
Adviser to the Ministry of Communications and Works. This proposal was that 
the Traqi Government might grant the Turkish Petroleum Company. an extension 
for a year or eighteen months in the first instance, with a proviso that, if the com, 
should produce within that period a binding undertaking that the railway to Haifa 
wonld be constructed simultaneously with the pipe-line and without any guarantee 
or assistance from Iraq or His Majesty's Government, then the period would be 
txteniled to five years. ‘The Traqi Government. on finding that they could not count 
‘upon parliamentary support for the Turkish Petroleum Company's offer, fell back 
upon the British adviser’s proposal. This proposal was reported by Sir Adam 


wi 


Exichie to the company, who, on the Ist August, authorised him to inform the Iraq 
Government that the Turkish Petroleum Company was prepared— 


(a.) To make at once a survey for a pipe-tine and railway to the Mediterranean; 

(6) To examine the railway project in all its aspects, including discussion with 
other Governments interested with a view to a guarantee by the Turkish 
Petroleum Company, provided that the Iraqi Government— 


(1.) Would ailow two years for this work; and : 

(2.) If mutually satisfactory terms could he arranged during the said 
period of two years, wonld undertake to grapt the railway con- 
cession to the Turkish Petroleum Company or its nominees ; and 

(3.) Would extend the time limit under the existing conc during 
the said Uwo years’ examination, and, if agreement on the above 
lines were reached, thereafter yrant the balance of the five yous’ 
extension already promised. 


13. Tho High Commissioner for Iraq was instructed on the 2nd August to 
do lis utmost to induce the Iraqi Government to accept this proposal, which, was, 
practically identical with that siggested by the adviser to the Minister of 
& and Works. After making this offer to the Iraqi Government, 
Sir Adam Ritchig returned to England, leaving the farther conduct of seats 
in the hands of the company’s looal representative, Mr. Bull. On the 18th August 
the Iraqi Cabinet considered Sir A. Ritchie's offer, and passed a resolution 
approving the grant of the extension, on coudition (inter alia) that the company 
undertook to construct, or ensure the’ construction of, a railway from Bagdad to 
Haifa. Asa result of Mr. Ball’s Hiations, a revived draft agreement, embodyii 
the offer ade ty he Turkish, Petree, Company, was crave up in Bagdad, an 
approved by the Minister of Communications and Works and by Mr. Bull. It will 
be son that it committed the company, in return for the grant of a two-year 
tension, to carry out survey of a railvay and pipeline roite between Bagdad 
‘and Haifa, and provided that, if within that period the company decided 4 under- 
take the construction of the railway simultaneously with the construction of the 
Pipe-line, the company would be given a further three-year extension. 

14. On the th October Sir H. Doble alograpbed that, although this draft 
agreement had been accepted by Mr. Bull on bebalf of the Turkish Petrolewn 
Company in a letter dated the 6th September, on the 8th September the Tragi Council 
of Ministers, when about to consider that agreement, learnt that Mr, Skliros, who 
had recently arrived in Iraq as the representative of the Turkish Petroleum 
Conpany, had been instevcted to submit m revived deatt, ‘This draft. differed in 
several Important respects from that prea accepted by Mr. Boll, Jnter alia, 
Haifa was only mentioned in it ax one among other possible Mediterranean terminals 
of the railway and pipe-line, and all reference to the question of constraction of the 
railway simultaneously with that of the pipe-line was excluded, The High Com, 
missioner added that he did not think there was any prispect of these’ revieed 
proposals belng accepted by the Traqi Government. 

15. The opinion of Sir Henry Dobbs on this point waa conveyed to the Turkish 
Petroleum Company, and on the 26th October a further revised draft was presented 
by a representative of the company to the Colonial office. This new draft nithaugh 
conceding certain of the Traqi Government's objection’ on points of comoparative 
unimportance, left the article in regard to. the survey of the railway to the 
Mediterranean as indefinite as in that put forward by Mr. Skliros, The article in 
question read as follows :— 


Article 2.—-In consideration of the grant of extensions and permission to 
exchange plots set ont in article 1 horeo!,the company agrees. (e). Havin 
already surveyed « route for the pipeline contemplated in'the said nrticle & 
to commence forthwith, on the confirmation of this nt, under article 7 
below, a survey of the line of a railway of not less than 1 metre gauge from 
Bagdad to the Mediterranean coast, including Hnifn (hereinafter called the 
Bagdad-Mediterranean Railway).”” 


ww of the course of the negotiations which had taken place at Bagdad. as 

lescribed above, it was clear that there was little prospect of the Iraqi Government 
acvepting any agreement which did mot specifically bind the company to carry out 
the suirvey of the route of a railway to Haifa, and subsequently to submit a detailed 
project for the construction of such a railway. This was pointed out to the repre- 
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sentatives of the company, and it was suggested that a possible solution might be 
found in so recasting article 2 (¢) of the revised draft (quoted above) as to make it 
lear that the question of the route for the pipe-line or pipe-lines did ot necessarily 
depend. upon the route to be followed by the transdesert railway. The following 
revised draft of the article was suggested for submission to the board of the 
company :— 

In addition to the survey of the routes for the pipe-line or, pipe-lines from 
the vilsields: to the Mediterranean, contemplated “inthe suid article 5. to 
‘couimence forthwith, on the confirmation of this agreement under article 7 below, 
a survey of the line of a railway of not less than 1 metre gauge from Bagdad to 
Haifa, hereafter called the Bagdad-Mediterranean Railway.” 


16. On the Bist October the Turkish Petroleum Company informed the Colonial 
Office that at the meeting held on the 80th October the board had accepted the 
proposed agreement, with the exception of the’ word “Haifa” in article 2. The 

rd had, however, agreed ta the survey of the railway from Bagdad to Haifa, and 
Proposed to include an undertaking to this elect im a separate letter to be addressed 
to the Traqi Government. This, it was suggested, would have the same practical 
result as the mention of Haifa in the agreement itself. In reply to this suggestion 
it was decided that His Majesty'x Government would be justified in pressing the 
Tragi Government to accept the proposal that the undertaking in regard to Haifa 
shonld be contained in a letter, provided that the wording oi that letter were s 
modified as to be not lest binding on the Turkish Petroleum Company in the matter 
of Haifa than the express mention of that port in the text of the agreement would 
Hinvo teen A revined formula Was suggeated with this abject. ‘The draft agrecment 
‘and the revised draft letter were submitted by Mr. Skliros to the Iraqi Government 
‘on the Oh and 10th November, 1928, respectively, but the Government. resiszned 
Tefore nny decision had been taken on the matter, 


l Almost, simultaneously with the 
presentation of his report, the Freueh group in the Turkish Petroleum Company, 
‘who had been shown a copy of the report in draft by a French member of the sureey 
party, prosented a report produced by an eminent French hydrographer and designed 
to thtow doubt, upon the data upon which Major Holt bad hin favourable 
eport upon Hifi av the most suitable terminal.” For this purpose the French expert 

roduced data which in Major Folt’s opinion, based upon the meteorological reerds 
in this country and in Palestine, greatly exaggerated the frequency of unfayonrable 
winds at Haifa. Major Holt retumed to the charge with a counter-memorandam 
throwing doubt upon the figures adduced hy the French expert, and showing that 
both on’ the ground of prevailing winds and other considerations. Haifa was 
definitely proferable to Tripoli, which the French expert had recommended as 
possessing wreater advantages as a port, oth these reports. it is understood, were 
Eonsidered at a recent hoant meeting of the Turkish Petroleum Company’ when 1 
was decided to send out four experts, one appointed by each of the groupe of the 
company, to investizate the suitability of the Port of Tripoli ax the Mediterranean 
terminal of the pipe-line. The information contained in this and the preceding 
paragraph wax furnished to His Majesty's Government in confidence, and should 
therofore not be mentioned to the French Government 
1% From this summary of the course of the negotintions, and from the copies 
of the correspondence annexed* to this despatch, it will, T think. be clear to vour 
Excellency that the French Government are labouring under « misunderstanding in 
their belief that political pressure has heen exerted by His Majesty's Government 
on the Traqi Government in order to induce thet to fusist on the Haifa alignment 
for the pipe-tine and railway as one of the conditions of the extension of the Turkish 
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Petroleum Company's concession. The facts show that no such condition was 
suggested by any of the parties concerned when the extension of the concession was 
first discussed, and had it not been for the intervention of the British Oil Develop- 
ment Company there can be little doubt that the two questions would never have 
been connected. The result of that intervention was, however, to inc the Iraqi 
Government spontaneously to impose the survey of the Haifa route and the eventual 
construction of railway as the conditions oni which they were prepared to extend 
the company’s concession for the two Periods of two and three years respectively 
His Majesty's Government consider that the Traqi Government are within their 
rights in imposing these conditions. 

19. As regards the argument that the proposed arrangement between the 
Turkish Petroleum Company and the Iraqi Government is contrary to the spirit 
of the San Remo Agreement, I gather that the French Government do not desire 
to contend that that instrument necessitates the construction of the pipe-line and 
transdesert railway (if built) to a Syrian port. Such a contention would indeed 
be contrary to the clear stipulations of the agreenént, which simply provides that, in 
consideration of certain aFrangenents i regard tothe participation of the Freigh 
Government in certain oil supplies, that Governmont shall give facilities, if desired, 
for the construction of railways and pipe-lins through Freach spheres of influence 
to the Meditorranean, While this interpretation of the agreement cannot, I think, 
te erionaly questioned. the French Gevernment apparently rexard the proposed 
artangemedi in regard to the survey of a railway fine to Haifa, and the possible 
future construction of a railway to that port by the Turkish Petroleum Company, as 
contrary to the spirit of the San Remo Agreement, in that the company sould, in 
effect, be obliged, for political reasons, to incur an unwarrantable and unnecessary 

‘The reply to this objection appeare $0 be clear, As indicated above, the 

nment were at first disposed to grant the extension desired, by the 

terms which contained no reference to any railway surveys. or 

construction. The intervention of the British Oil Development Comapany and the 

Proposals made by the representatives of that company led the Iraqi Government to 

ovine their views of the value of the concession which they were proposing to grant, 

and also led, as already described, to the inter-connexion of the oil and railway 

questions It ia, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, for the Turkia 

Petroleum Comnpany to decide whether the eossidération’ now. aaked.by tho-Lragi 
Government in return for the extension of the concession is excessive. 

‘20, T now turn to the definite request made by the French Government, i, tbe 
withdrawal of the company’s revi letter to the Traqi Government, the draft of 
which was communicated officially to the latter on the 10th November, 1928. The 
circumstances in which this revised draft was produced have already been discunnd 
and I do not propose to enter at length into this aspeot of the matter, His Majesty’ 
Government, while not admitting the validity of the criticiam which the Frencl 
Government have directed against their action, ars, nevertheless, fully prepared to 
‘acquiesce in the view that it is for the Traqi Government to decide whether they insist 
‘upon the letter containing the asstirance in regard to the stirvey of the Haifa route 
being drawn up in the terms of the revised draft or otherwise. Your Excellency 
should, therefore, make it clear to M. Berthelot that the company is perfectly free to 
withdraw the letter and that His Majesty's Government will raise no objection to this 
course, It should, however, be clearly understood that His Majesty's Government 
cannot oblige the Tragi Government to extend the sree concession without such 

wid pro quo ax that Government may think desirablo in their own interest. His 
{lajoxts's Conerament. will, sbat ia 60 say; Ot no pressure pa Ore Iraqi Governmens 


either to maintain or to withdeaw the particular condition in regard to the survey of 

the Haifa route to which exception has been taken, and can give no guarantes 

whatever as to the attitude of that Government if the Turkish Petrolenm Company 

decides to withdraw the draft letter. In making this communication to M. Berthelot, 

sour Excellency shoold add that His Majesty's Goverment think it right to state 
a 


perfectly frankly that they desire to see the proposed Baxdad-Haifa Railway 
Constructed and a pipe ine deboushing on that port, just as tho French Goverment 
‘on their side desire to see a railway and pipeline directed to a port in Syria; you 
Should also inform M. Berthelot that His Majesty's Government reserve their full 
Fight to promote the construction of a railway to Haifa in any conditions which may 
be practicable, by such means. for instance, as complete or partial Government 
construction, by a guarantee of interest, by the grant of a subsidy to the railway or by 


any similar method. 
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21, I trust that the material furnished in this despatch will enable you to 
convince M. Berthelot, to whom you are liberty to show any or all of the eiclosed 
docutnents, that the suspicions of the French Goverament in regard to this question 
of the oi! negotiations are unfounded. I hope also that the assurance that the 
company is, so far as His Majesty's Government are concerned, free to maintain or 
withdraw its letter, will provide a satisfactory solution of the difference of opinion 
which has arisen 

22. If M. Berthelot accepte this basis for a solution of the present controversy 
your Excellency is anthorised to say that His Majesty's Government will be glad to 
fallow up the suggestion which he has made to vou and to consider as a whole the 
various problems which 
Enst. His Majesty's Government desiring in this sphere, as elsewhere, to preserve 
those friendly relations with France which they have consistently cultivated. I leave 
it to your Excellency's discretion to decide whether to mention at once this 
suggestion for a general settlement of Middle Eastern questions or to reserve it until 
after M. Berthelot has accepted the position, as stated above, in regard to the question 
‘of the proposed Haifa-Bagdad Railway. If your Excellency’s discussion indicates 
that an endeavour to reach such a settlement might advantageously be made, you 
should invite the French Government to put forward their proposals as to the 
aquestions to be dealt with, 

Tam, & 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 





[B 1781/39/91) No. 113. 
Sir G. Clayton to Mr. Amery.—(Communieated by the Colonial Office, April 8) 


Secret A.) 
Sir, r Bagdad, March 16, 1929. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your information’ the enclosed brief 
summary* of the activities of Akhwan raiding parties in the neighbourhood of 
the Iraq frontior during the past three months, und to invite your attention to the 
following considerations, which nre suggested by this summary :— 


(i) The most striking feature of the summary is the number of cceasions on 
which raids have been threatened or attempted by Akhwan tribesmen, but 
have failed to materialise. On one occasion only has an Akhwan raiding 

rty penetrated into Lraq territory—I refer to the attempted raid by 
fbn Ashwan, near Sumaimab.on the 29th December—and on that occasion 
the raiders were immediately located and bombed by muchines of the 
Royal Air Force, Where Traq tribes have been successfully raided in 
Kowait or Nejd territory. those tribes had, contrary to, o in ignorance 
of, Captain Glubb’s orders, strayed in search of grazing beyond the 
zones of safety afforded by the desert posts and by the mobile forces 
allotted for tribal protection. 

(ii) The failure of so many attempted raids must be attributed mainly to the 
defensive measures taken in the southern desert area, These measures 
comprise. first, the collection and rapid communication to headquarters of 
intelligence ing the movements and intentions of Akhwan raiding 
parties: secondly, the withdrawal of scattered tribes from threatened 
districts, and their concentration in areas where they can be, to some 
extent, controlled and protected (a task which has been greatly complicated 
by the lack of water and grazing in the southern desert); and, thirdly, 
the maintenance of a close watch on threatened points and the prompt 
location and engagement of raiding parties. 

(iii) Tn connexion with the desert posts, which play an important part in these 
defence measures, both as administrative and intelligence centres, and 
also as advanced bases for air and ground forces, vou will observe that, 
whereas the Akhwan leaders have nt various times expressed their 
intention of destroying them. the raiders have in point of fact been 
careful to keep at a respectful distance and have concentrated on areas, 
such az Northern Kowait, where no such posts exist. 
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(iv.) At the same time, although many attempted raids have been frustrated, 
the raiders are not entirely deter: thereby from renewing their 
attempts. I believe this to be largely due to the fact that it has not so 
far been possible to strike a decisive blow at the raiders, who have on 
more than one occasion been able to escape across the frontier with 
their loot. 

2 have Sangh it advisable to bring these points to your notice, because it 
seems possible that the fact that threatened raids have so often failed to materialise 
‘may give the erroneous impression that the threats never existed, King Ibn Saud 
has indeed protested recently against the circulation of alarmist rumours of 
impending raids, which he claims to be unfounded. Actually, as you will observe 
from the enclosed summary,* these so-called rumours have usually been fully 
substantiated. King Ibn Saud has also contended, as reported in telegram No, 25, 
dated the 10th March, 1929, from His Majesty's agent and consul, Jeddah, to the 
Foreign Office, that the raiding propensities of certain of his tribesmen are due to 
military measures and concentrations on the Iraq side of the frontier. As I have 
shown, the necessary and justifiable defence measures taken on the Iraq side of the 
frontier have, in fact, been instrumental in averting a number of raids with their 
attendant loss of life and property. That the raiding propensities of the Akhwan 
have not been more efficiently discouraged seems due rather to the fact that the 
military measures taken on the Iraq side of the frontier have been purely defensive, 
and that, out of regard to the existing agreements, the frontier has at all times 
been scrupulously respected. 3 ss 

'3._ A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, Boshire, and to His Majesty’s agent and consul at Jeddah 


have, de. 
GILBERT CLAYTON, 
Acting High Commissioner for rag. 


[1B 2217/62/93) No. 114. 
Mr. Henderson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Received May 2.) 


No. 648, 
oes Paris, May 1, 1120. 


" | HAVE the honour, with refareace to your despatch No. 768 of the 27th March, 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter and memorandum which 1 handed wo 
M. Bertholot yesterday in regard to the scheme for the proposed pipeline and railway 
from Iraq to Haifa f 

2, While testifying to the friendly dispositions of His Majesty's Government in 
mat to put no pressure on the Iraqi Government in respect of the withdrawal of 
condition of prior survey for the Haifa route, the memorandum emphasises the 
desire and right of His Majesty's Government to promote the construction of « pipeline 
and railway to Haifa in any conditions which may be practicable. 
3. In handing the enclosed communication to M. Berthelot, 1 explained that 
His Majesty's Goverament had been willing to mako this concession to French 
objections regarding the prior survey of the Haifa route in the hope that, if the French 
Government accepted it in the spirit in which it was made, tho way would then be 
clear for the discussion of the other questions outatauding between our two Governments 
in those regions. ane Spy. S 
‘4. M. Berthelot expressed his gratification at the consideration which had been 
given to the Freach objections, but begued to be excused from expresing any dente 
Spon uotl be had had time to study the mernorandam more carefully. 
have, &e. 
NEVILE HENDERSON. 


[20485] 











Enclosure 1 in No. 114, 
Mr, Henderson to M, Berthelot, 


Mom lier Ambassadeur et Ami, April 29, 1929, 

YOU will remember the personal and confidential letter which you addressed to 
Sir William Tyrrell on the 24th January respecting the Turkish Petroleam Company's 

jations with the Iragi Government Sir William, who is still on leave in London, 
now asks me to tell you that he at once sent copies of this letter and its enclosures to 
Sir Austen Chamberlain with an expression of his assurance that Sir Austen would 
consider the documents in the spirit’in which you had compiled them. 

2. Sir Austen's observations have just reached me, and are embodied in the 
accompanying memorandum. He asks me to tell you that, impressed with the 
necessity of the establishment in the Middle Esst of the same satisfactory relations 
between our two Governments as exist elsewhere, he and, indeed, the whole Cabinet 
have given this question their persoval and most carefal attention. Sir Austen feels 
sure that his explanatioas will give you aad tho French Government the most complete 
satisfaction. 

NEVILE HENDERSON. 


Enelesure 2 in No. 114. 
Memorandum. 


THE last paragraph of ‘tho ‘moire euclowed in M. Berthelot's letter wo 
Sir Willinny yrroll of the {4th January asks Hix Majesty's Government to uotify the 
Turkish Petroleum Company of the “complete freedom which it enjoys” in the 
negotiations which it ia now pursuing with the Iraqi Government, “ notably in regard 
to the eventual withdrawal of the modified draft of the letter of the 30th Octol 
1028, and is regned to the management ofall ts interests in which, subject to 
international agreements, it should be inspired only by economic cousiderations 

2. To reply to this reques ‘ir Austen Chamberlain feels that he must repeat the 

tatement contained in paragraph 5 of his note to M. de Fleariau of the 28th November, 
228, and again in paragraph 2 of his note of the 12th Jannary. 1989, to she effect 
that it is for the Irgi Government to decide whether they insist upon the letter 
containing the assurance in regard to the survey of the Haifa route being drawn up in 
the terms of the revised dealt or otherwise. The company is perfectly free to 
withdraw that draft, aud Hia Majesty's Embassy in instructed by Sir Austen 
Chamberlain to axsure the Ministey for Foreign Affaire that His Majesty's Governinent 
will miso no objection to thia course 

3, Itwill be clearly understood that His Majesty's Goverament cannot oblige the 

yverumeont to extond the company’s concession without such equivalent as that 
Government tay think desirble in their own interest, and that His Majesty's 
Government can give no guarantoe whatever as to the attitude of the Iraqi Governinent 
if the company decides to withdraw the revised draft... Hin Majesty's Government will, 
however, put no pressure on the Iraqi Government either to maintain or to withdraw 
the partioular condition in regurd to the survey of the Haifa route to which exception 
bas been taken. 

4. At the same time, Sie Auston Chamberlain thinks it proper that the reach 
Goverament should clearl and that His Majesty's Government desire Uo. wee 
the proposed Bagdnd-Haifa. I constructed and a pipeline debouching on. that 

, and that they reserve their full right to promote the construction of a railway to 

inifa, in auy conditions which may be practicable, by such means, for instance, a8 
complete or partial Government construction, by a’ guarantee of interest, or by the 
grant of a sabsidy to the railway or by any similar method. 

5. Sir Austen Chamberlain tloes not understand from M. Berthelot’s letter of the 
24th Jannary, or from.any of its enclosures, that the French Government consider this 
desiro conttsy to the spirit of the San Remo agreement or that that 
necessitates the construction of the pipeline and trans-desert. railway (if built) to a 
Syrian port. Such a contention would, in. Sir Austen's opinion, be contrary to the 
clear ‘wiptlations of the agreement, which only provides thas, in, consideration of 
cettain arrangements in regard to the participation of the French Government in 
ccertaw oil supplies, that Goverument shall give facilities, if desired, for the construction 
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of railways and pipelines throagh French spheres of intluence to the Mediterranean. 
All that Sir Austen Chamberlain understands the Frencli Government to contest is the 
placing upon the company for political reasons of an obligation to incur an unwarrantable 
and unnecessary expense. He feels sure that the French Government will agree that 
this possibility is finally discounted by the explanations given above. 


Aprit 20, 1929. 





[1B 2844/62/93) No. 115. 


Sir W. Tyrrell to Sir Austen Ohamberlain.—(Received June 5.) 
Cr er 

jesty's representative at Paris presents his compliments to the Secret 
of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to transmit. to him a note roi 
M. Berthelot respecting the proposed pipe-line and railway from Iraq to Haifa. 


Paris, June 4, 1929, 


Enclosure 1 ia No, 115, 


M. Berthelot to Sir W. Tyrrell, 
Mon cher Ambassadeur, Paria, le 31 mai 1929. 
J'AI pris connaissance, avec le plus grand intérét, du mémorandum que m'a fait 
parvenir, le 29 avril dernier, Mr. Nevile Henderson et od sont consignées los observations 
u's appelées, de la part de Sir Austen Chamberlain, Vaide-mémoire du Département 


reuse solation vs. 
le-ci que In position prise par le 
tant au Gouvernement de Mira 


qu'il 
ansuivre dans Je 
ide aux rapports 


Veuillez agréer, de. 
BERTHELOT, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 115, 
Memorandum. 


Pe ine ee en date du ey Heslprep merge Leb y jue a bien 
muniquer au Département res In réponse do Sir Auster 
Chamberlain & Taidemémoire remis Is 24 janvier ie Mt, Berthelot oSn Wate 
‘Tyrrell, an sujet de la Turkish Petroleum Company, 
2. Rappelant Vorigine des droits que la Compagnie frangaise des Pétroles, déliguée 
da Gouvernement frangais, possdde dans la Turkish Petroleum Company et la pression 
gu avait para étre exorose sur collect dans eee traciations avec le Gouvernement 


francais, le Département des Affaires étrangéres avait demeadé que la ‘Turkish 


Petroleum Company fait clairement informée de 'entiére latitude qui ll tat nis 


& cet égard, notamment en ce qui concerue Ie retrait éventuel de ia lettre préverace 

‘une priorté pour l'étude du tracé sur Hala, et quelle conservat la complite oor ie 

ses intéréts, en ae s‘inspirant que de considérations purement économiques, dans 

jing a ‘accords internatiouaux en vigueur. 

cig ‘ouligné que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté considére la question 

Ia lettre du 30 octobre 1928 comme relevant exclusivement de la compasuie 

etdu aa irakien, et qu'il ne saurait se porter garant de l'attitude de Mirak, 
[a04ss ? 














au cas oi Ia compagnie retirernit le projet revisé, Sir Austen Chamberlain veut bien 
déclarer au Ministore des Affaires étrangéres que le Gonvernement de Sa Majesté 
n’élevern éventuellement aucune objection contre ce retrait et qu'il n’exereera sucune 
Prasion sur la décision du Gouvernement irakien, soit pour retenir, soit pour retirer 
cate lettre. 

4. Le Gouvernement frangais a pris connaissance avee un intérét particulier des 
assurances qui lui sont, dounées & ce sujet, et dont il remercie le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté -M. Briand n'a, d'ailleurs, jamais douté que Vappel quill avait adressé Sir 
‘Austen Chamberlain pour lexéeatioa loyale des accords en vigueur ne fit entendu, 

5. Le Gouvernement frangais congait que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté ‘ne 
vouille exercer aucune pression sur lo Gouvernement de I'Irak a Voccasion de sex 
tractations actuelles avec Ia compagnie S'il a cru devoir insister sur Is question 
do la lettre da 30 octobre 1928, crest parce que les conditions dans lesquelles ce 
document aenit 6té revisé permetiaient den attribuer la modification & une initiative 
anglaise. Co qu'il considére comme ossentiel, c'est que la Turkish Petroleum Compan 
fcit lniesée eirement libre de gérer see affiree au mieux de vee intéréts propres. 
se tient & cet égard pour satisfait de l'attitude d'impartialité qu'entend observer le 
Gouvernement britannique; il ne doute pas que cette ligne de conduite n’ait &é 
clhirement portée & Ia connaissance tant du Gouvernement irakiea que des repré- 
eentants des jntéréta anglais dans In compagnie ; et il eat convainca que le développe- 
ment noroal de ls compagnie, dégagt de toute influence politique, fen trouvera 

randement faciité, 
Brn Sir Austen Chainberlain veut bien i cette occasion faire connaltre au Dxiparte- 
rout des Mires Giaagires que lp Goavernement de Sa Majestédésire voir comstruire 
le chemin de fer de Bagdad & Haifa, aveo un pipe-line débouchant dans ce port et qu'il 
risorve tous ses droits & favorisor la construction de ce chemin de fer par tous moyena 
pratigues, 

7. M. Briand eatime quo Vesprit de cordiale et mutuelle confiance qui préside 
smut rappotia dee deux pays exige qos chacan, deax teane T'autre ioformé de ceux de 
fs projets qui peuvent V'intéresser; aussi est il reconnaiseant & Sir Austen Chamberlain 
de lai avoir fait part des intentions du Couvernement britannique touchant le chemin 
do fer Bagdad-Haifa. Crest avec Je méme souci de franchise quiil doit, de eon eoté, 
Perey bls coonaiance dn Gonrernement britannique le déir du Gouvernement do la 

République de voir construire en territoire syrien ua chemin de fer ayant Tripoli pour 

termine aveo un, pipeline aboutinent dans ee port. Le Gouvernement francais 40 
riserve lo droit de {avoriser par tous moyens appropriée la construction de ce chetin 
de fer, qui pourra utilement coutribuer & la mise en valeur du territoire syrien dont i 
a aesuiné le mandat, 

‘8. Sir Austen Chamberlain se préoccupe A ce sujet de savoir si le Gouvernement 
frangais ne juge pas contraire i l'Accord de San-Remo la construction d'un chemin de 
fer avec pip-ling allant de "Irak i Haifa. M. Briand reconnalt volontiers qu'un tel 
projet ne serait pas contraire A In lettre, tout au moins, de Vaccord. Ine peut 
Sevendant pas ne pas observer qu'en stipalant, pour Ie teriuite ayvien seulement, lew 
fhoilités & douner an passage du chemin de fer ot du pipe-line en direction do la 
Méditerranée et en prévoyant ainsi Yacheminement de un et de Yautre vers un port 
ayrien, les négociatours et les Gouvernements signataires dea Accords de San-Rewo 
font marqué une intention qui, si elle no lie pas lo Gouvernement britaunique. doit 
cepenlaut étre prise en considération. 

9. Par aillours, le Gouvernement frangais estime quo In question du chewin de 
fer et celle du pipeline ne sauraiont étre confondues:: Ia construction d'une voie fernée 
transdésertiquo est estentiollement affaire de Gouvernement, alors que l'établissement 
dun pipeline intéresse au premier chef lee actionnaires de la Turkish Petroleum 
Company, et, i ce titre, doit tre envisagée par celle-ci du: seul point de vue 
économique. 

10. Les charges supplémentaires qui résulteraiont pour elle de Vadoption d'un 
tracé de pipe-line motivé par des raisons politiques, seraient injustifiables au méme 
titre que celles qui pourraisnt résulter de ea participation bla coustmaction dane voie 
forrée d'intérét politique. 

11, M. rand se félicite & cot égard d'enregistrer Vaccord des deux Gouverne- 
ments pour exclure toute éventualité de cette nature, et pour laisser ainsi 8 Is 
‘compagnie toute latitude d’établir dans les meilleures conditions de pipe-line nécessaire 
A Vexploitation des pétroles de Mésopotamie. 
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CHAPTER Y.—GENERAL, 


(B 313/313/89) No. 118. 


isk Ame Chamberlain to Sir G. Clerk (Constantinople). 
fo. 54.) 
ir, Foreign Office, January 21, 1929. 
THE Turkish Ambascador on the 18th January informed me that a statement 
had appeared in the press to the effect that your Excellency was proceeding to Angora 
to ofler British arbitration in the dispute now pending between Turkey and France 
‘43 fo the line of the Turco-Syrian frontier. Ferid Bey enquired whether there could 
be any truth in this statement 
2. Treplied that this was impossible. His Majesty's Government had no desire 
to thrust themselves into this discussion, and would not think of interposing except 
in the unlikely event of both partes seeking ther good offices. 


am, dc, 
‘AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN, 


[B 426/99/44) No. 117. 
jir G. Clerk to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received J 


x Angora, January 9, 1920. 
I HAVE the honour to report that as usual on my return from leave I huve come 
to Angora to seo the Minister for Foreign Affaire. 
2° ‘The only matter of immediate importance I had wo’ discuss with him was the 
question of the entry of the Turkish military mission into Afghanistan, since, in reply 
to our refusal to incur the responsibility of allowing the ladies of the mission to 
accompany it across the border, I had received at Constantinople a telegram from 
‘Tewik Rushdi repeating his request that their entry should be allowed. I accordingly 
took the first train to Angora with the intention of explaining to his Excellency that, 
‘until His Majesty's Minister at Kabul considered that it waa safe to do this, I'would 
certainly not back his Excellency’s request, but, just before I started for Angora, I 
received the nevs that the officers of the snission hnd gone to Kandahar, leaving their 
ladies behind. ‘The question had accordingly solved itself, but Tewfik Rusbdi took the 
‘opportunity to deliver his views on the Afghan situation at some length, 

There is no doubt that events in Afghanistan have been unpalatable to the 
Turkish Government. The revolt is an unpleasant rebull to Turkey ns a guide of leas 
taligitened States slong the path of ‘Westernisation, and her position as the champion 
of the East has, 20. the Turks fecl, been considerably shaken. Tewik Rusbii said 
that progress in Afghanistan bad been set back for twenty or thirty years by the 
ill-advised haste with which Amsnullah had started to imitate the Ghazi, and his 
Excellency observed that even the Ghazi and the Government of Ismet Pasha, all- 
powerful though the combination was, had nover ventured to insist on Turkish wormen 
accepting their reforms. It had been left to the nataral development of public opinion 
to persuade the Turkish ladies that the veil and the harem were anachronism 

4. I told the Minister for Foreign Affaire that I had found, rather as: I 
expected, a tendency, which was reflected in the Turkish press, to ascribe events in 
Afghanistan to our malign influence. Tsaid that {was quite prepared to find any 

rolent design attributed to us, bat I should have thought thot even the most 
Surpicious would have given us oredit for not acting deliberately against our own 
interests. The one thing we did not want was trouble and civil war in Afghanistan, 
for obviously that might lead to Russia and ourselves becoming directly involved, 
‘Tewik Rusbdi abounded in the same sense, for he said it was aleo to the interest of 


re 








5. ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs then launched forth on the question of Syria. 

He said that it was impossible that the Turkish Government, in the face of Turkish 
public opinion, should cede territory which was held to be Turkish and of which the 

lurks were in actual occupation. On the other hand, France maintained that she 
ould not go back upon an international decision which she had formally accepted. 
But both sides were prepared to make modifications. Tewfik Rushdi was prepared to 
retract the loop south of the Jezire-Nisibin line at presesit occupied by Turkish posts, 
and AL de Chambrun was ready to recommend to his Government to deflect the frontier 
line laid down by General Ernst s0 as to include one or two villages to the south of it 
in Turkey. Bat there remained a strip of territory, insignificant in itself, between the 
two proposals as to which neither side was at present prepared to yield. Tewfik Rushdi 
said that in practice it was more of lees a matter of indifference to Turkey, for the 
‘Turkish dispositions were tnade, aud the question conld remain as it was for another 
tweuty years, but he wanted it settled, as it constituted a small but open sore in 
Franco-Turkish relations, and the poison might spread further. He, however, added 
thar, if the question was not settled fairly sooo, he was thinking of asking for our good 
offices with France, just as be had asked ‘or French good offees over Mose I Soil 
nothing to encourage his Excellency to think that such a step would be either welcome 
or suocessful, bat Fdid not think it wise at this juncture to make any direct effort to 
deter him from what was probably a thought arising on the spur of the moment, which 
‘a little reflection will show him to be impracticable. Perhaps I might observe that his 
Excelleucy's statement that cession of Turkish territory was impossible in the face of 
Turkish public opin realy meant that his position was not strong evough to risk a 
second Mosul 

6. Tho Minister for Foreign Affairs nest touched on the ‘Turco-Greek difficulcies, 
but beyoud an optimiatic statowent that the discussions were progressing {nvourably 
‘and that ho hoped to reach a definite settlement in a month or eo, eaid nothing very 
enlightening. 

7. ‘The remainder of our convorsation was taken up by Towfk Rusb 
cotmments on the so-called plots in Constantinople and Brusa, with which I am dealing 
ina subsequent despatch. 

Thave, te. 


GEORGE R. CLERK. 





[E 918/722/93) No. 118. 
Sir G. Clerk to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received February 19.) 


Constantinople, February 15, 1929, 

T HAVE the honour to report that Sir Gilbert Clayton, Hi Majesty's High 
Commissioner for rrived here on the 10th instant, his train having been held 
up for eight days in Thrace by snow. 

2. Twent with Sir G. Clayton to Angora the next evening, and on the following 
day we lunched with the Minister for Foreign Affairs. The High Commissioner 
also had an interview with the President of the Council. 

3. Lenclose a note by Sir G. Clayton of his conversations with Tevfik Rushdi 
Bey and Ismet Pasha, both of whom were most friendly in every way, and manifestly 
gratified at the High Commissioner having, at considerable personal inconvenience, 
Paid this visit to the Turkieh capital, They expressed themedves as highly satisfied 
With the relations between Turkey and Iraq, which they attributed in great measure 
to Sir Henry Dobbs, of whom they spoke in the highest terms, and_as confident that 
these relations would be maintained and developed still further by Sir G. Clayton. 

4. Lam convinced that the High Commissioner's visit has been well worth 
while and that the excellent impression made by Sir G, Clayton will greatly facilitate 
the growth of good relations and the solution of controversial questions between the 
two countries, ite ge 

7, 


GEORGE R. CLERK. 





m 


Enclosure in No. 118, 
Memorandum. 


ON the evening of the 11th February I accompanied His Majesty's Ambassador 
on a visit to Angora, and on the following day 1 hd the opportunity, atter 
luncheon given to the Ambassador and myself by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
of having a long conversation with my host. He spoke at great length and on many 
subjects, embracing the political situation throughout the Middle and Far East, but 
for the most part in very general terms and without making any pronouncements 
of particular importance. He more than once, however, emphasised the friendly 
relations existing at present between Great Britain and Tarkey and the necessity 
of the two Powers working in harmony in a sphere where both had great, but not 
necessarily conflicting, interests. He expressed the friendly sentiments of his 
Government towards the Government of Iraq and their desire not to obstruct in any 
way the progress of that country under British guidance. In particular, he assy 
me that relations on the frontier were becoming more and more satisfactory, and 
that his Government were appreciative of the attitude of the local Iraqi olficiala and 
of their Government in sparing no efforts to eliminate all possible causes of friction ; 
in this connexion be paid a warm tribute to Sabih Bey Nashat, the Iraqi representa 
tive at Angora. 

At ths point J intervened to assure his Excellency that I should always do my 
utmost to promote cordial relations and mutual understanding, most especially. ia 
that region where the division of the Kurdish tribes between Turkey, Persia ‘and 
Iraq, alforded a tempting opportunity for mischief-makers to try. and foment 
suspicion and misunderstanding between the Governments concerned. I made this 

lusion purposely, as I had n informed that the Turkish Government were 
anxious regarding their Kurdish situation and that some of the newspapers had 
Already hinted at British intrigue instigating trouble among the Turkish Kurds 

is Excellency seemed.pleased at my assurance, and proceeded to speak of the 

relations betwen Iraq aud Persia, “At this stage he made ion which was 
of specific interest and one to which he evidently attached consi le importance, 
He began by expresing the opinion that good relations and full understanding 
between Iraq and Persia were desirable in the interests of all parties and that 
satisfactory agreement between the two countries would be a great factor in ensuri 
ence in that part of the word. No agreement woul! be pousibe, however, whi 

lid not settle the judicial question in a manner satisfactory to Persia, who could 
never accept anything less than most-favoured-nation treatment. He understood 
that the various agreements between Great Britain and Iraq were now. under 
discussion—and, indeed, a cause of friction and difficulty. Why could not 
opportunity be taken to settle the judicial question in a way which would remove 
the obstacle to friendly agresment with Perel, Surely-an assurance thas Bice 
judges would continue for a considerable period—say, fifteen or twenty years—to 
terse on Iraqi courts ahould be sufficient guarantee to all concerned, chat justice 
would continue to be administered with the integrity and impartiality for which 
British courts were justly renowned! 

His Excellency expressed these views with such emphasis that I could not help 
thinking that he was perhaps speaking as much on behalf of his own Government 
as on that of Persia, and my impression was proved to be correct when he added that 
Turkey also could never accept any arrangement. which might appear to place her 
in an inferior position in comparison with other Powers. 

His Excellency concluded by suggesting that, once this obstacle was removed, 
it should be possible to conclude a treaty of friendship between Persia and Iraq 
which might, if necessary, be guaranteed ly both Great Britain and Turkey on line 
fewer Cer, Locarno sreatien. 7” ‘ 

lid not think it opportune to express any views on these st jons beyon: 
expressing gratitude for 60 frank a statement of Ma Exellensy'e Views nd ceiee 
that there were probably difficulties in the way of adopting such a course us he 


roposed. 
PiPHis Excellency thea spoke on more general topics, and the conversation came 
toan end in what struck me as an atmosphere of genuine cordiality and friendship. 
During the same afternoon I had nearly an hour of conversation with the Prime 
Minister, fsmet Pasha. He spoke with apparent frankness on various questions 
‘of general interest and expressed very friendly sentiments towards Great Britain 





and Iraq, but be did not enter into any detail, nor did he touch on the particular 
suggestion on which the Minister for Foreign Affairs had laid such stress. 

On the whole, I gained the impression that my journey to Angora was not 
without value, Both the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs spoke 
frankly and in a most friendly—not to say cordial—spirit, and appeared to regard 
my visit as a mark of friendship and courtesy. I was particularly appreciative of 
their tact and consideration in making no attempt to force my band at a time when 
T was obviously not in a position to express any definite opinions. 

would observe, in conclusion, that I had the opportunity of a long conversation 
with Sabih Bey, the Iraqi representative, of whom I formed a very favourable 
opinion. He is, I believe, working loyally with Great Britain in the interests of 
Tag, and is undoubtedly also persona grata with the Turks. Tt would be unfortunate 
if he were moved from a post where he is evidently doing valuable work 


GILBERT CLAYTON. 
Constantinople, February 14, 1929. 


[E 1618/313/89) No. 119. 
Mr. Edmonds to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received April 1.) 


(No. 132) 
Bir, Angora, March 21, 1929, 

WITH further reference to your despatch No. 54 of the 2ist January last, I have 
the honour to inform you that the French Ambassador, who has just returned from 
eave, was good enough to maken special point of telling me on the 21st instant the 

eaeat portion of the Tureo-Syrian frontir question. “M. de Chambrun said that he 
Eid teopened nogotiations with ‘Tewik. Ruwhdi Boy yesterday. The Minister for 
Foreign Affairs had talked about most things under the'sun without saying very much 
tothe point. ‘The Ambsssador, for his part, had taken the line that, although he was 
pared to make concessions to the Turkish Government as concerned the details 
{(fesodalne pplcaion ”) of the domarcatio, be mt init on the froner running 
‘Nissibin to Jezire and following a course’ which could reasonably be described 
as "the old road.” He owed it to Syria, to the League, to Denmark (who bad 
appointed General Ernst), and to his own country to maintain this latter principle. He 
hhoped that the villages which he waa prepared to leave on the northern side of the 
line would help to satisfy Turkish aspirations. 

2 Anew factor which had entered into the situation was the purchase by the 
‘Turkish Government of the Mersinn~Adana railway (see Sir G. Clerk's despatch, No. 52 
of the 4th pitino). Tt was true that uader the Frasklin-Bouillon convention 
concession for the line was made over to France, but by a subsidiary agreement that 
Privilege was, unfortunately, subjected to the somewhat indefinite proviso that ‘Turkish 
Tights should not be affected. ‘The Ambassador's hope was to bring about a general 
settlement both of this question snd of the frontier dispute. He added that he would 
Tet this Embassy know not only when, but before, any decisive step was taken, 

3. It does not appear, then, that the standpoint of the Freach Government is 
vory different from what it was in November last (see Sir G. Clerk's despatch No. 497 
of the 20th November, 1928), except that it has been omplicated by the Mersina~Adan 
railway question. What the real object of the Turkish Government is remains 
doubtful, At the end of last January Tewfik Rushdi Bey told Mr. Roberts that 
point was that the disputed area i he “ dack's beak” was occupied Kurds, At 
Present, Turkey, Traq and Persia were concerned with the Kurds, and that was quite 

igh without France wishing to take a hand in the game. He had been able, he 

10 aatiaty himeelf of the absolute loyalty of Great Britain and Iraq is the Kurdish 
uestion, but he had no such confidence where France was concerned, nor would 
nce ever be able to convince him of her good faith in this matter. The Turkish 
Government is certainly exercised by the presence of Turkish reactionaries in Syria 
is, no doubt, anxious to do anything it can to stop them from communicating with 
the disaffected Kurdish districts of Turkey. Hajjo’s twenty villages to which TewSk 
Roshdi Bey was refering might be useful fo agente pasing between Syria and 
Kurdistan, But there are other routes by which the Turkish reactionaries in Syria 
‘could maintain touch with the Kurds of Turkey, and it hordly seems as if these twent 
villages were im enough to explain the stubbornness shown by the Turkis 
Government in the present negotiations. 





3 


4. Actual conditions ou the frontier seem to be bad. His Majesty's consal at 
Mersina reported at the end of the year that, smuggling was being practised on a 
‘glaring scale and that there were some cases of banditry. ‘The Turkish press, although 
it has been less hostile to the French of late, chronicles such incidents from tine to 
‘time with comments on the ineflicievcy and unfriendliness of the French administra- 
tion in Syria. 

5. T have sent a copy of this despatch to the British High Commiasioner for 


Thave, &0, 
W. 8, EDMONDS, 


Tray. 


[B 2410/313/89 No. 120. 
Sir G. Clerk to Sir Austen Chamberlain. {Received May 13.) 


Constantinople, May 4, 1920. 
WITH reference to Mr. Edmondy's despatch No, 132 of the 2Tot. March last, I 
have the honour to report that there is now a general fooling of optimism about the 
‘Tureo-Syrian frontier negotiations. 

2. "| have not yot seen my French colloagus, who is at Angora, but both his stall 
and officials at the Turkish Foreiga Ministry sonma to be hopeful, and ‘Towik Itushdi 
Bey is reported to have told the Italian press that a basis of agreement had been found, 
It may be that this optimism is s little premature, for I beliove that M. de Chambrun 
‘expects to receive fresh instructious in a few days’ time. By the Iraq Minister and 
another of ray colleagues I am told that the frontier is wo be drawn as Sabih Boy 
heard previously (paragraph 6 of Mr. Edmonds’s despatch No. 524 of the 4th December, 
1928). My other colleague adds that Turkey is to have an area extending 24 kilom. 
south of Jezireh 0 as to give hor the "fort" of Jezireh. According to Sabi Bey's 
information, the French are to keop the Mersina~Adana Railway. 

3. 1am sending a copy of this despatch to the British High Commissionor for 
Traq at Bagdad. 

T have, &o. 


GEORGE R. CLERK, 


(B 2581/313/89) No. 121. 


yas 217y SiO: Merk to Sir Austen, Chamberiain—{Received May 2.) 
= 4 Constantinople, May 1, 120, 
IN my despatch No. 212 of the 10th instant T had the honour to report that the 

Minister for Foreign Affairs and tho French Ambassador seemed fairly confident that 
they were on. the verge of an agreement in regard both to the Tarco-Syrian frontier 
and to the Mersin-Adana Railway, and were, moreover, both of them seemingly 
satistied with the terms on which an understanding bad been reached, 

_ 2M. de Chambran was good enough to give me a more detailed aocount of the 
stain points of the agreement. 

3 As regards the frontier, the accompanying sketch map® shows roughly the 
line which both parties have provisionally accepted. It Toaves the Turks with tho two 
‘most important of the fourtesa positions in their occupation south of the Ernst line, 
and also a certain number of Kardish villages which they were anxious to have under 
their coatrol, wile at the same time it ean, in M. de Chambran’s opinion, be reasonably 
described as merely a" modalité,” thus ki iintaot the principle of respect for the 
decision of an International Commission ‘To the eastward, the line onds at Jezire, or 
ibys Tide to the south of it, ae indicated im itch No. 203 of the 

ih instant, but in aay cage practically the whole of the "Duck's Beak" runs in 
French territory. M. de Chambran concentrated on getting the Turks to abandon 
their claim to Mubile, for once that was given up the area to the east would have no 
value for the Turks, and be is to be congratulated on his success. 

4. As regards the Mersin-Adana Railway, M. de Chambrun told me that the 
ition was hopelessly confused under the varius arrangements that had boen inade 
M. Franklin-Bonillon and others, bat that the arrangement now come to in principle 


‘+ Not reproduced. 
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was that the French company (see my despatch No. 52 of the 4th February last) would 
continue to exploit the line from Mersin to Adana, paying to the Anatolian Railway 
Company a “droit de péage " for running over the section Yenije-Adana, which is a 
single line and part of the Bagdad Railway. On the other hand, the French abandon 
their claim to control the line from Yenije to Bozanti. 

3. am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's High Commissioner in 
Trang 

. T have, &. 
GEORGE R. CLERK 





(E 2790/313/89) No. 122. 
Sir G, Clerk to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received June 3.) 


(No. 248. Confidential.) 
Bir, 

I HAD the honour to report in my despatch No. 217 of the 14th instant that both 
the French Ambassador and the Minister for Foreign Affairs were confident of being 
ga, the point of concluding a satisfactory agreement with regard to the Tareo-Syrian 


2. On the 24th instant the semi-official “ Milliet” reported that the negotiations 
were held up for the reason, apparently, that the French Goverument refused to 
implement M, de Chambrun’s undertaking to cede three or four villages to ‘Turkey. 
‘Other Turkish papers represented M. de Chambrun as saying that if he could not 
persuade his Government to agree to his suggestion he would resign. 

3, These reports having rather fluttered our diplomatic dovecote, I tried to 
ascertain what. was the real situation, and my French colleague has been good enough 
tosond me this morning a message from Angora: that his negotiations are going ou 
smoothly and should soon end in an agreement on the lines foreshadowed in my 
dospatch referred to ubove. 

4. M. de Chambrun begged that this information should not be communicated to 
my colleagues or to the press, but as the "Times" correspondent has just telephoned 
to me that the Minister for Foreign Affairs telegraphed last night in the eaune seri 
the director of the press, who was presiding at a dinner to the Congress uf Associated 
Telegraphic Agencies, I imagine that the Ambassador's hope for secrecy’ is vain. 

Thave, &. 
GEORGE R. CLERK. 


[1B 230/230/65} No. 138. 
Mr. Chilton to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received January 14.) 


(No. 0.) 
it, 


Constantinople. ‘This was the decision of the Armenian Synod which met in Rome 
last year, the members of which may well have considered it absurd to maintain the 
centre oftheir rite ina city under Turkish rule, which, apart from perseation, bad 
‘so much aggrayated the difficulties of the Patriarch as to make it impossible for him 
to remain. Azemm was the patriarchal seat of the Catholic Armenians in earlier 
centuries, and it is from there that the Patriarch, who is accompanied by his 
Patriarehal viear, Mgr. Naslian, and Mgr, Nesmian, Bishop-elet of Mardin, wil 
attempt to restore the Armenian Chureb, ruined’ and dispersed by war’ and 
massacre, to order and unity. Poe 
ve, 


H. G. CHILTON 


